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ERRATA

Page 47:Under CHANGES IN INDUSTRY,

third paragraph Hitchner has been corrected to Hitchiner.  
______

Page 85; The first sentence of the last paragraph read:  
With the sale of the old elementary school and high school to 

the college, Plymouth could pay for the new elementary school. 

It has been corrected to:  

With Plymouth and the surrounding towns purchasing the old 
elementary school and high school for use as the new regional high 
school, Plymouth would have the money it needed to build the new 
elementary school.

______

Page 184:First line under LANDMARKS
date has been corrected from 1775 to:  

Daniel Webster Courthouse (1774) ................................ 239 Years

____________

After the first printing of this book in 2013, readers would let us know 
there were some errors but they did not provide them in writing. When 
the historical society decided to print additional copies of the book, 
we printed a request in The Record Enterprise soliciting corrections 
before going to press. Unfortunately, we received no responses. If you, 
the reader of this second printing, come across errors, please notify us 
in writing (with source) so we may make corrections in future editions.





FOREWORD

In researching this book it was evident that it would not include the 
excitement of the earlier years—native American camps, the underground 
railroad, stagecoaches, grand hotels, snow trains, first automobiles and 
visits from Babe Ruth. But there is still much to celebrate. I believe a 
community is much like a marriage—people uniting with a common 
vision, working together with trust, respect, and mutual concerns. And just 
like an old married couple, after many years together you get comfortable, 
and possibly forget just what a great thing you have. Sometimes it takes 
a special anniversary and a look back at your journey together to truly 
appreciate the special relationship you share.

My relationship with Plymouth started 22 years ago. I still remember the 
first time I saw Plymouth. It was on a Thanksgiving night, and I saw it 
from the interstate, shining in the distance. As we drove closer, and I could 
pick out the clock tower and other details I was enchanted. I asked my 
father what town that was and he told me—“Plymouth.” I did not know 
then what a large part of my life Plymouth would become.

I spent most of my growing up years in Nashua. While it was not nearly 
the size it is today, it was still a city. My high school class was over 800 
students. I didn’t know a lot of the kids in my school, never mind the 
people in the community at large. On the other end of the spectrum, the 
college I attended had a graduating class of 24 and no campus. I lived a 
few towns over, renting a room from my cousin and her husband, and 
returned to Nashua on the weekends. I never really connected to that place 
either. Upon graduation from college I returned to my parents’ home. They 
had moved to Moultonboro while I was in college, so that is where I found 
myself living, but there was not really much of a town and not a lot to 
engage a person my age, so I never thought of that as “home.” When it 
came time to find a job, I started the search in Laconia. It didn’t seem like a 



good fit. I then came looking in Plymouth in response to some help wanted 
ads. I was hired at Kwik Print by Mary Pillsbury (now Crowley) and so 
began my relationship with Plymouth.

Several years after I started working in Plymouth, my mother came to 
town to meet me for dinner. We sauntered down Main Street, looking in 
shop windows, and I greeted people I had come to know. That was the first 
time my mother said, “I love your town.” And that was the first time that 
I thought of it as “my” town and realized that I loved it, too. It felt like 
“home.”

Some people are born in Plymouth. A few may leave, only to return. Some 
stay for just four years. And others move here to work or to retire. They 
can all call Plymouth “home.” And though I have never been a resident of 
Plymouth (and some natives may always consider me a flatlander) I, too, 
call Plymouth “home.” As I am so fond of saying, “I sleep in Campton, 
but I live in Plymouth.” I “found myself” in Plymouth—I built a career, 
engaged in the community and made a wealth of friends. Plymouth has 
given me a lot, and I hope I can return the favor in some small way.
And so for all those people who have called Plymouth “home,” we hope 
this book recalls some fond memories and serves as a reminder of how our 
town—and we—have grown. And if we can make a wish on this special 
occasion it is that, on the tricentennial of Plymouth’s incorporation, a 
group of people who love Plymouth as much as we do will continue the 
tradition and record the highlights and memories of the next fifty years of 
this place we all call “home.”

     Lisa Lundari

     President
     Plymouth Historical Society



INTRODUCTION

From the start, the individuals who took on the task of compiling this book 
looked forward to the challenge. The goal was to publish a continuation of 
Eva Speare’s book, Twenty Decades in Plymouth, New Hampshire: 1763–
1963, printed on the occasion of Plymouth’s 200th Anniversary. Much like 
Mrs. Speare’s book, Five More Decades is not meant to be a comprehensive 
history of Plymouth, but an overview. In the following pages you will find 
select events, people, and milestones that illustrate the evolution of our town 
from 1963–2013.

Unlike Mrs. Speare’s book, Five More Decades had multiple contributors. It 
was intentional that this book, like the community itself, be a collaborative 
effort. Each decade was compiled by a different individual or individuals. 
As a result, each chapter will have a different voice and will reflect the 
varied experiences and interests of those folks. 

We know there will be some readers who will think of additional events 
and community members who should have been included (or question 
why some were included). If you feel strongly that an event or a person 
deserves recognition, we invite you to write about it yourself. We all have 
a part in telling the story of Plymouth. The Plymouth Historical Society 
has launched an initiative called “A Page in History.” We are encouraging 
all community members to create their own page in history—about their 
family, their house, their business, an organization they belong to or a 
topic of which they are familiar. We ask that you submit your “page” as 
both an electronic format (PDF) and a printed copy to be included in the 
historical society’s archives. (If you cannot provide a PDF, please don’t let 
that stop you.) You may include photos, interviews, newspaper clippings, 
anything you feel would contribute to telling your story. It can be as simple 
or as detailed as you like. While the project is too new to commit to any 
future plans, possible ways of sharing these stories may include posting 



online, printing in newspapers, publishing as booklets or books, or topics 
for our Reminiscing Nights—all with your permission, of course.

The Plymouth Historical Society archives contain far too little information 
and very few photographs from the 1950s to the present. We need your 
help to tell our story to future generations. Please assist us in leaving a 
legacy that will aid today’s children when they are adults and are planning 
Plymouth’s 300th Anniversary in 2063.



A  NOTE  ABOUT  THE  PHOTOS

It was quite difficult collecting the photographs for this book. As mentioned, 
the archives at the historical museum are very sparse after the late 1940s. 
I made a multitude of calls and visits, spent hours poring over files, boxes 
and albums, and made several trips to take current photos when all else 
failed. In some instances I had to resort to re-scanning previously printed 
images from newspapers, town reports, brochures and post cards. As a 
result, the quality of some of the images are not ideal, but I felt they still 
helped to illustrate the text.

This experience reinforced my fears that our more contemporary history is 
being lost, and not just on an individual level. State and town departments 
as well as organizations were hard pressed—and some unable—to put 
their fingers on photographs of what would be considered momentous 
occasions—the construction of buildings, national recognition of efforts, 
and generous gifts from citizens.

If you enjoy looking at photographs of Plymouth’s past, help us save 
tomorrow’s past. Pictures taken—and printed and saved—today will 
become the great old photos that future generations will enjoy. When your 
grown children or grandchildren come back looking for reminders of their 
growing up years in Plymouth, don’t let the albums be empty. Help us 
collect, preserve and share the history of Plymouth for future generations.
Your children will thank you.



The Five More Decades Committee
Darcy Cushing • Louise McCormack • Lisa Lundari • Ross Deachman • Patrice Scott

Judy Floyd • Paul Floyd • Betty Batchelder • Bill Batchelder 
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Maundy Mitchell

To Bill, Betty, Ross, Judy, Paul, Darcy, Patrice and Louise,

I would like to give my sincere thanks. This book has been 
a monumental undertaking and a labor of love, requiring 
untold hours of research, interviews, and proofing. After 
eighteen months of hard work and dedication we have 
created a book we can all be proud of. It has been a pleasure 
and an honor to work with you.

 
And a very special thank you to

Louise Samaha McCormack
without whom this book would

never have come to fruition.

Her tenacious leadership, continual focus
and exuberant passion were indispensable.

With much gratitude to all involved,
Lisa Lundari,

President, Plymouth Historical Society
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A Decade in Context: 1963–1972

President ...................................................................................................... John F. Kennedy (1961–Nov. 1963)
Lyndon B. Johnson (Nov. 22, 1963–1969) • Richard Nixon (1969–1974)

Governor ............................... John W. King (1963–1969) • Walter R. Peterson, Jr. (1969–1973)

In the News
Assassinations of President John F. Kennedy, Robert F. Kennedy, Medgar Evers,
Malcolm X, and Martin Luther King Jr. • March on Washington (“I Have a Dream”)
Women’s Lib • Civil Rights • Vietnam War • Woodstock • NH’s own Alan Shepard
first American in space • First American to orbit Earth • First Lunar Landing •
Kent State • Stonewall Rebellion • Anti-war march in DC 

Cost of Living (Beginning of Decade–End of Decade)
Income .....................................$  4,743–9,118* New car...................................................$  2,600.00
New house .....................$19,300–$30,500* Gallon of gas .......................................  31¢ – 36¢
Monthly rent ...............................................$ 65* Minimum wage ..............................$1.20–1.60
* Average income for women .....................$1,171–$3,803*

Pop Culture
Technology ....................................Computer Mouse • Internet (military) • Portable Calculator

Tape Casette • Microprocessor • Floppy disk • Artificial Heart • Cloning
Fads ........................................................................ Smiley Face • Pop Art • Peace Sign • Skateboarding
Words/Phrases ......................Camelot • The Space Race • Generation Gap • Flower Power
Fashion ......................................Mini Skirts • Go-Go Boots • Bouffant Hairdos • Peasant Skirts

Nehru Jackets • Bell Bottoms • Paisley Print
Toys ..................................................................................................................Barbie • GI Joe • Trolls • Slot Cars
Children’s Books .............................................................................................. Where the Wild Things Are 
Books ...................................................................................................... To Kill a Mockingbird • Silent Spring
Movies ...................... The Sound of Music • My Fair Lady • Dr. Strangelove • The Graduate
Celebrities .................................................................. John Wayne • Elizabeth Taylor • Paul Newman

Elvis Presley • Julie Andrews • Doris Day • Rock Hudson
Musicians ...............................The Beatles • The Rolling Stones • The Supremes • Bob Dylan

Janis Joplin • Jimi Hendrix • The Beach Boys • Simon & Garfunkel
Peter, Paul & Mary • The Mamas and the Papas

Songs ...............................She Loves You • Surfin’ USA  • The Sound of Silence • Light My Fire
What a Wonderful World • My Way • I’ll Be There • War • Joy to the World

TV Shows ..................Route 66 • Lassie • Monty Python’s Flying Circus • Gilligan’s Island
Sesame Street • Mr. Ed • I Dream of Jeannie • Bewitched • Get Smart • Green Acres
The Flintstones • The Andy Griffith Show • The Odd Couple • The Brady Bunch

Sports ..... Muhammad Ali • Peggy Fleming • Sandy Koufax • Willie Mays • Joe Namath
Mario Andretti • A.J. Foyt • Mark Spitz • Wilt Chamberlain • Arthur Ashe
Arnold Palmer • Jack Nicklaus
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1963–1973 
Compiled by Elizabeth and William Batchelder

The decade between 1963 and 1973 was one of transition in Plymouth 
and other towns similarly situated, in that the town was impelled to make 
changes responding to outside forces at the state and national level. 

The administrative model of Plymouth’s high school responded to the state’s 
urging consolidation of the high school with neighboring communities. A 
national and state interest in the environmental protection of coastline, 
lakes and streams aimed the town to a challenging task of recapturing the 
resources of the Baker and Pemigewasset Rivers as objects for recreational 
use and the source of water suitable for drinking water with chlorination. 
The decade was also the first decade since the 1850s where Plymouth was 
devoid of railroad service for public transportation and the movement of 
goods in commerce. A compensatory development was provided by the 
national defense public highway system known as the Interstate Highway 
System. 1963 initiated the expansion of Plymouth Teachers College 
marked in part by college building expansion at the expense of private 
housing. During this decade Plymouth became a gateway to substantial 
ski area development at Tenney Mountain, Waterville Valley and Loon 
Mountain. Plymouth’s limited face of industrial activity contracted as the 
community expanded in different avenues of commercial activity. Local 
dairy farms were supplanted by the first modest steps of shopping centers, 
so called and a super market.
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Plymouth Bicentennial Commission—1963
L–R: Leon Huntress, Eva Speare, M. Suzanne Loizeaux,

Harold Freeman, and Arthur “Buddy” Carpenter.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Huntress Bicentennial Collection, Volume I • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich

Bicentennial Re-enactment of the 1763 Signing of the Charter—1963
L–R: Selectmen Lee S. Buckland, C. Edward  Pettengill, Bicentennial Committee Chair 

M. Suzanne Loizeaux, Selectman Fred C. Tobey, Jr. and Governor John W. King.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report 1964 • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich
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1963–1972

BICENTENNIAL  CELEBRATION

On July 15, 1763 the Charter that created the Town of Plymouth was 
recorded in Portsmouth giving birth to the community we know today. As 
Plymouth embarked upon its third century, its founding date did not go 
unnoticed by its 1963 citizens and community leaders. In fact, there was a 
three-day celebratory event marked in part by a Saturday parade consisting 
of an array of marching bands, floats depicting organizations and events 
in the town’s early history, Governor John W. King and Selectmen attired 
in costumes of 1762, early motor vehicles, the Mattatuck Drum Band 
organized in 1707 and local youth groups including Boy and Girl Scout 
units. The massive parade gave a sense of dedication and intensity of the 
community effort making the celebration successful and memorable.

The celebration had its origin in Article 22 of the warrant for the March 
1962 Town Meeting. The article provided “To see if the Town will 
authorize the Board of Selectmen to appoint a Bicentennial Commission of 
five Plymouth citizens in anticipation of the 200th Anniversary celebration 
in 1963 and to see what sum of money the Town will vote to raise and 
appropriate for this purpose.” 

The Town Report of the following year reported that the Selectmen had 
named a Bicentennial Commission effective July 1, 1962. The appointed 
members were Chairperson M. Suzanne Loizeaux, part owner of The 
Plymouth Record and State Senator; Clerk Leon M. Huntress, local 
businessman; Treasurer Eva Speare, local author and historian; Vice 
Chair Arthur L. Carpenter, Jr., funeral home director; and Harold C. 
Freeman, local American Legion band leader and postal employee. The 
group participated in thirty five planning meetings prior to the celebration. 
The group’s expenses were underwritten by town appropriations of five 
hundred dollars in 1962 and two thousand dollars in 1963. The 1962 
and 1963 dollars, discounted by fifty years of inflation, is the functional 
equivalent of approximately eighteen thousand dollars in 2013.

The celebration began on Saturday, July 13 when New Hampshire 
Governor John W. King, playing the role of 1763 Royal Governor Benning 
Wentworth, presented the town’s charter to three proprietors played by the 
1963 Board of Selectmen—C. Edward Pettengill, Lee S. Buckland and Fred 
C. Tobey, Jr. The event took place in the Town Common at the bandstand 
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Plymouth Bicentennial Parade—1963
Plymouth High School’s Education Float 

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Huntress Bicentennial Collection, Volume II • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich

Plymouth Bicentennial Firemen’s Muster—1963
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Huntress Bicentennial Collection, Volume II • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich.
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1963–1972

known on the day of the event as the reviewing stand. This ceremony was 
followed by a grand parade and a massive chicken barbecue sponsored 
by the Pemigewasset Fish and Game Club. Later in the day there was a 
firemen’s muster, a band concert, and a Bicentennial dance at the Armory 
in the evening. In addition to Saturday’s activities, townspeople exhibited 
mementos of Plymouth’s early years at the Speare auditorium, including a 
book once owned by a signer of the Declaration Of Independence, Josiah 
Bartlett. Many of Plymouth’s historic and priceless possessions were on 
display. On Sunday, July 14 there was a Union Church Service involving 
the community’s several churches and combined choirs, conducted in the 
manner of the late 1700s. A pageant depicting the town’s history took place 
at Silver Hall on the college campus. Many Plymouth citizens took part 
in enacting lives of the past. At midnight a new century was welcomed 
by massive fireworks display and the ringing of Plymouth’s three Revere 
bells (one in the Congregational Church, one in Town Hall—formerly the 
Grafton County Court House, and the third in the Rounds Hall tower) by 
three generations of the Bell family—Kenneth Bell, Frances Bell Ayer and 
Charles James Ayer, Jr.

The social, commercial, political and educational profile of the town as it 
entered upon its third century was captured by Eva Speare in the closing 
pages of her book, Twenty Decades in Plymouth New Hampshire. 

PROGRESS  IN  EDUCATION

During this decade the academic offerings of Plymouth State College were 
substantially enlarged by actions of the New Hampshire State Legislature 
and the Board of Trustees resulting in a four-year general liberal arts 
curriculum giving the college a new identity. Dr. Norton Bagley in his 
book, One Hundred Years of Service, described the expanded scholastic 
offerings to include majors in English, music, history, biological 
science, mathematics, business administration and secretarial science 
in 1964 and art, foreign languages and psychology were added in 1969. 
Contemporaneously with the expanded scholastic offerings of the college 
its physical presence in the community expanded as well. The following 
examples underline this effect. In 1964 classrooms were added to Rounds 
Hall and Lamson Library was built. In 1965 Pemigewasset Hall was built. 
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Herbert H. Lamson Library, Plymouth State College—Built 1964
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University

Gymnasium/Field House/PE Center, Plymouth State College—Built 1969
Holderness Road (Route 175A) in Holderness • Named John C. Foley Gymnasium in 1971 

University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,
Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University
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1963–1972

Grafton Hall was added in 1967, followed by Smith Hall and the Married 
Students Apartments in 1968 as well as Prospect and Boyd Halls. Belknap 
Hall and the Field House (in Holderness) were added in 1969. The Speare 
and Memorial buildings were acquired by the State from the Town of 
Plymouth in the early seventies. 

This extensive construction of college buildings created a vast difference 
in the residential composition of Plymouth in the Highland Avenue and 
High Street vicinity as well as the Highland and Langdon Street areas. As 
household living space in private dwellings, some of which had been long 
standing, the community expanded residential offerings as new homes 
appeared in Sunset Park, Maple Street, Pleasant Street Extension as well 
as Thurlow Street and Reservoir Road.

The college expansion within the decade described thus far in terms of 
curriculum and building construction may be cast more graphically by 
the use of numbers. In the 1963–64 college year total enrollment was 913 
students (532 women and 381 men) and at the close of the decade 1973–74 
the enrollment was 2,308 (1,224 women and 1,084 men).

Contemporaneously with the college expansion, the Plymouth School 
District itself was embarking upon a course involving fundamental 
changes in the way educational offerings were to be conducted in the 
future. This process involved the relocation of Plymouth’s schools from 
the central part of the village to the 50-acre tract known as the Coffin 
property bordering the Ward Hill section of Highland Street, the Old Ward 
Bridge Road, the Baker River and Langdon Park. Administrative changes 
were central to the expansion and were calculated to define the Plymouth 
School District’s educational offerings for decades to come. 

The process began simply enough with an article in the 1964 School 
District warrant: “#10. To see if the district will create a cooperative 
school district planning committee and to elect three members thereof or 
determine that they shall be appointed by the Moderator. One member of 
this committee to be a School Board member.” Neighboring towns joined 
in the study as potential participants in the changed process. The eight 
towns were Warren, Wentworth, Rumney, Plymouth, Holderness, Ashland, 
Campton and Thornton. When the new concept was presented to the area’s 
voters the requisite unanimity was not achieved. The effort to create a 
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The Model School—Built 1910
Closed in 1939. Renovated and reopened in 1950 as The Memorial School. 

Currently Plymouth State University’s Memorial Hall,
home to the Computer Science and Technology Department.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Guy E. Speare School Elementary School—Built 1939
Purchased in 1967 by Plymouth State College. Renovated in 1972.

Currently PSU’s Guy E. Speare Administration Building
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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1963–1972

cooperative school district, having failed, the same communities pursued 
a study for an Authorized Regional Enrollment Area (AREA) school 
which was successful. The cooperative school district would have created 
a municipal corporation for school purposes involving all the towns. 
The collective thinking of the time favored institutionalizing the status 
quo under which the town of Plymouth made its high school offerings 
available on a contractual basis. The agreed upon AREA school entity was 
not without its shortcomings. After school buildings had been designed to 
accommodate the estimated school population for years to come, one of 
the towns voted to disengage from the project. The unfortunate result was 
a period of litigation ending in the New Hampshire Supreme Court where 
it was ruled that after buildings had been designed and the requisite bond 
issue had been arranged it was too late for any member to withdraw. 

During this active period of college and local school expansion lengthy 
negotiations between the school district and Plymouth State College 
resulted in a sale to the college of the Memorial School, the High School, 
and the “Vocational Ed” building as well as the Speare School. As an 
historical note in passing, the elementary school bore the name of Guy 
E. Speare, husband of Eva Speare whose well received contribution to 
the bicentennial celebration was her book Twenty Decades in Plymouth, 
New Hampshire.

RIVER  MANAGEMENT  AND
ENVIRONMENTAL  CONCERNS

Mrs. Speare’s book centers around many positive accomplishments and 
the evolving expansion of Plymouth’s businesses and changes in the 
way education was delivered from grade school through college. The 
maturation of a community is defined by events and shifting values that 
collectively give the community definition. History is seldom marked 
by the possibility of changes which never take place and in this context 
Plymouth during this decade stood at the edge of profound conceptual 
shifts in matters that give definition to the community’s profile. The 
United States Army Corps of Engineers envisioned the construction 
of a massive flood control dam at Livermore Falls just over the line in 
Campton. Preliminary plans were developing against a background of 
massive federal government spending at a time when some in government 
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Vocational Education Building (and Cafeteria)—Built 1959
Sold to Plymouth State College in 1967 renovated in 1972.
Current location of Hartman Union Building built in 1993. 

Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report 1959

Plymouth High School—Built 1914
Sold to Plymouth State College in 1970 and razed.

Current location of PSU’s quad in front of the Hartman Union building. 
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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1963–1972

sensed a lagging economy. The proposed dam was a small version of the 
massive projects of the Roosevelt administration in the years of the 1930s 
depression. The local project as contemplated in the early 1960s would 
have established a lake extending from the Livermore Falls site many 
miles north to the town of Lincoln. The Draper Corporation which at the 
time was an important business in the town of Campton producing bobbins 
or spindles for the wool and cotton industry would have been relocated or 
abandoned. The vision of the project came to an end by public concern in 
Plymouth and other upstream valley communities as expressed in town 
meeting votes opposing the project in 1964. Smaller flood control dams 
under the authority of the U.S. Soil Conservation Service were constructed 
on tributaries in the Baker River watershed. Some of the dams proposed 
as part of the project were not built and the proposed flood control was not 
completed. 

The decade spanning the years 1963–72 included a national discussion 
concerning protection of the environment in which Americans lived 
their lives and conducted their business and professional affairs. 
New Hampshire was a part of the national discourse and a first step in 
environmental protection. The so-called “cleanup” centered upon the 
state’s lakes, ponds and rivers. Plymouth was called upon to carry its share 
of the burden. The state legislature had created a state Water Supply and 
Pollution Control Department as a part of state government. The level of 
achievement was to provide class B-1 waters flowing through Plymouth 
in the Pemigewasset and Baker Rivers. The B-1 level provided water of a 
quality suitable for recreation and water enhanced by chlorination suitable 
for public drinking supply. Plymouth achieved its contribution to the larger 
effort by the installation of a sewage treatment plant in the early 1970s 
with the diversion of Ward Hill sewage into the treatment plant. Prior to 
the inclusion of Ward Hill waste water into the larger disposal system 
a temporary arrangement of sewage lagoons in Langdon Park proved 
inadequate to measure up to the higher standard. The engineering firm of 
Whitman and Howard asserted on the date of the dedication of the plant 
that the effluent met and would continue to meet the required standards 
for many years to come. Plymouth, along with many similarly situated 
towns along the two rivers, proved its capability in the willingness of its 
citizens to play a major role in an important step at the state and national 
level of meeting a responsibility for environmental protection and control. 
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Plymouth Village Water & Sewer District Treatment Plant—Built 1972
An updated wastewater treatment facility was built in 2010.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report 1972

Livermore Falls in Campton
A hydro-powered pulp mill, in production under various owners, from 1889–1950s.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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The July 15, 1971 Plymouth Record describes the transformation of the 
Pemigewasset River from ”Big Stinky” to trout stream as the Cinderella 
story of 1971.

 INTERSTATE  93  AND  DEVELOPMENT

History teaches us that the early settlements in New Hampshire were 
located along roadways and paths developed over centuries by Native 
Americans generally following the sides of rivers and streams. One 
does not need to be a New England settler nor live for many years in 
New Hampshire without acknowledging the simple fact that east-west 
travel is more complicated than north-south travel encouraged by the 
Connecticut and Pemigewasset rivers and their floodplains. History also 
teaches us that Gen. Eisenhower, in his role as commander in chief of 
Allied Forces in Europe, was favorably impressed and motivated by his 
observance of the high speed highway system in Germany known as the 
autobahn. He envisioned a similar and more extensive highway system for 
his native country. Upon his election as president with the able assistance 
of his Secretary of Commerce, Sinclair Weeks, a New Hampshire native, 
he launched the Interstate Defense Highway System. Ninety percent of 
its cost was paid by the federal gasoline tax. The State’s participation 
amounted to the 10% remaining portion of the cost. New Hampshire’s 
Interstate Highway portion of the system involved Interstate 93, Interstate 
89 and a seacoast section of Interstate 95. The reality of highway as it 
affects Plymouth asserted itself throughout the 1960s.

In November 1964 Interstate 93 as it moved northward reached the 
Holderness Road, so-called, at entrance and Exit #25. For the first time 
since the invention of the automobile, Plymouth had an Interstate four-
lane throughway to Boston. For a period of time Plymouth became a 
destination point for traffic coming from points north, east and west to 
access the benefits of I-93. The so-called Tenney Mountain Highway 
connected Routes 25 and 3A with I-93.  During the preceding few years, 
two local area residents, Sam Hall and John R. French, constructed a 
substantial downhill ski area on what had, up to that point, been known 
as Tenney Hill. The developers named the ski area Tenney Mountain and 
the by-pass by an act of the New Hampshire legislature became known 
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Interstate 93—1964
Exit 25, at Holderness Road, nearing completion.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report 1964

Tenney Mountain—1960
Sign at entrance to the soon-to-be-opened ski area 

L–R: Gardner Hall, Janice French, and Penny Hall—children of the owners. 
Photo courtesy of the Sam Hall Collection • Provided by Gardner Hall • Photographer Sam Hall
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as the Tenney Mountain Highway. The bill was sponsored by Plymouth 
representative Stephen W. Smith at the request of Mr. Hall and Mr. French.

With the construction of Tenney Mountain Highway came many dramatic 
changes to that area. The Sutherland, Carpenter, Rutherford and Hatch farms 
now had a highway where once were fields extending to the river. 

In March of 1971 word that a million dollar Shopping Center with 75,000 
sq. ft. of retail space would soon be built and would be called Hatch 
Shopping Plaza. Drucker Co. of Boston was the developer. The Giant store 
will have 40,000 sq. ft. of space, and a grocery store and other enterprises 
would potentially employ 120 persons. Indeed, changes were in the wind, 
and the Plaza officially opened in 1972.

Even with the arrival of an enlarged type of merchandizing on Tenney 
Mountain Highway Plymouth’s Main Street continued to keep many long-
standing businesses thriving such as Plymouth Furniture, Samaha’s Store, 
Rand’s Hardware, Volpe’s, Saliba’s, Adams Super Market, Fausty’s and 
Clay’s News Stand as well as Ayer Insurance and Noyes Insurance. They 
welcomed Lester Turmelle’s Village Shop, Haskell’s Toy Shop, Harris 
Brothers Furniture, Rene Landry’ Sears Catalog Store and Teachers’ Clam 
and Dairy Bar to their ranks.                                                           

PROGRESS  IN  COMMUNICATION                   

Updating and improving communication made great strides in this decade.  
Dial telephone began service at 7:00 am on January 19, l964 with a call 
placed by Dr. Harold Hyde, president of the college, to Eric Bailey, 
headmaster of Plymouth (England) College of Technology which went 
through rapidly and clearly. New England Telephone & Telegraph’s new 
facility located at the corner of Langdon and High Streets housed the new 
quarter-million-dollar equipment replacing the old system employing 
efficient human operators in the small building at the foot of High Street.

Later in 1964 the Federal Communication Commission (FCC) granted 
approval for a radio station for Plymouth and WPNH began broadcasting 
in November of 1965 using the vacated “telephone” building as its 
headquarters.



16

FIVE  MORE  DECADES  IN  PLYMOUTH,  NH

New England Telephone & Telegraph—Built 1964
Still located on Langdon Street.

Photo courtesy The Plymouth Record

Hatch Shopping Plaza—Opened 1972
Architectural rendering of proposed shopping center.

Former location of the Hatch Dairy Farm, which had a 200-year-old barn that
once served as a temporary meetinghouse in 1788 when the newly built

log meetinghouse was destroyed by fire.
Photo courtesy The Plymouth Record. • Plans by Herbert Engineering
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Again permission was granted from the FCC for 9 channel cable television 
and Plymouth was able to enjoy the new convenience in the spring of 1967.

 CARING  FOR  OUR  COMMUNITY

Plymouth has always been a caring community and packing and 
distributing Christmas baskets to those in need in our area was a service 
provided by volunteers from the area’s churches under the early leadership 
of Bayard Hancock, rector of the Episcopal Church. Each year saw a steady 
increase in the number of families served. In 1972 sixty-eight baskets were 
delivered.

“Operation Santa Claus” is a project carried on by members of the Plymouth 
Fire Department with help from the college students and the community. It 
all began after a downtown fire where many toys were water-soaked and 
Mr. and Mrs. John Cronin dried and repaired them and gave them to needy 
children. Now donated toys are collected, refurbished and distributed to 
hundreds of children by the Plymouth Fire Department.

Various drives were carried out in this era with much enthusiasm. The 
“Mothers March of Dimes” was a very successful event when many 
mothers went door to door collecting funds and distributing information.  
“Wiping out polio” was one of their missions.

The American Red Cross held frequent drives for blood donations and 
there was much friendly rivalry among the donors. In 1970, 324 pints were 
collected in one day!

The need for home nurse visitations was recognized, and in July 1967 the 
Pemi-Baker Home Health Agency began its service. In the following years 
the area towns voted funds to help support the good work of the agency.

The medical community was interested in attracting new doctors to the 
area and making it more convenient for patients to have their doctors’ 
offices nearer to the hospital. Thus the idea of a “Medical Park” came into 
being. A new building adjacent to the hospital was constructed in 1968. It 
housed the offices of Dr. Hurme and Dr. Whitesell, both dentists and Dr. 
Kirk, pediatrician, Dr. Shanker, optometrist and Dr. Crane, surgeon and 
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The Plymouth Fire Station 2013—Built 1969
(The Town has just recently purchased an abutting property to provide

additional space for the fire house and to accommodate some police services.
As of publication, new facilities to replace the aging and outdated police and

fire buildings have been in the planning stages for many years.)
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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Dr. DeWitt, general practitioner. This began a move for patients to go to 
the doctor rather than having the doctor visit them.

In the spring of 1970 the Sceva Speare Hospital directors voted to build 
an addition to the hospital. There had been no additions since 1951 and 
expanded emergency and outpatient services were planned. Soon a 
successful fundraising campaign was underway and in November of 1970 
construction was begun and was completed in 1971.

In February of 1969 Fred LaFontaine, local funeral director, informed the 
town that he would no longer be able to provide ambulance service. By 
August of that year the town took over the ambulance service and soon 
Rumney and Campton joined with Plymouth followed by Holderness and 
Ashland. A new era had begun.

The Assembly of God Church on Armory Road was dedicated in December 
1963. They met in a newly built white church with an enthusiastic group 
of worshippers.

The incorporation of the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks in 1966 
was an important addition to Plymouth’s other service clubs such as the 
Rotary and Lions clubs. The Elks began with a group of 17 men who met at 
Hilton and Glenda Batchelder’s home on Emerson Street and evolved into 
an energetic organization donating charitable services to the community 
and the area.

MUNICIPAL  CHANGES

The outdated wood framed fire station on Highland Street attached to the 
residence of John Cronin, acting fire chief, was voted to be replaced in 
1968. In October of 1969 Plymouth observed a ribbon-cutting ceremony 
for its new 92' x 70' structure costing $80,000.

In the fall of 1972 the town voted to negotiate to purchase the Grafton County 
Courthouse from the county. The building became available as a result of a 
consolidation of the State and County judicial function in one location at the 
County seat in North Haverhill. The Town took title to the building by a deed 
from the County Commissioners dated December 11, 1972.
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Plymouth Police Department’s First Cruiser—1964.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society, Plymouth Police Department Collection
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The building currently has a place on the National Historic Registry for 
many reasons, one of which is an event peculiarly attached to Plymouth. 
November 1892 was the time of the trial of Frank Almy for the first degree 
murder of Christie Warden. The presiding Justice at the trial was Charles 
Cogswell Doe identified in 1938 by Harvard Law School Dean Roscoe 
Pound as “one of the ten greatest judges in American history.” It is also 
important to note that Frank Almy was represented by Alvin Burleigh, a 
well respected Plymouth lawyer, who lived on Weeks Street and whose 
daughter, Margaret Morton, lived out her years as a highly regarded local 
citizen who gave music lessons to more than a generation of Plymouth’s 
young people.

Shortly after Raymond Welch became Plymouth’s police chief the town 
voted to purchase its first cruiser in 1964 and also a dog. With several 
patrolmen, a cruiser and radio contact the Police Department was ably 
serving the public. In 1968 John Cloud replaced retiring Chief Welch.

Giles Lowe designed a logo for the new cruiser’s door which used the 
phrase “Bridging the Lakes Region and the White Mountains” with a 
picture of a covered bridge. This has now been adopted as the seal of 
Plymouth and appears on many town articles.

The development of Fox Pond Park was an exciting project for the town. 
Many, many volunteers worked at readying the pond for swimming, 
cutting trails, creating a ball field, playground and picnic areas and in June 
1964 Fox Pond Park was opened. Swimming was popular until the pond 
was forced to close due to some contamination causing a rash.

In 1965 the Park & Recreation Commission hired its first director, Jerry 
Kozusko. Many new programs were begun and carried out.  In 1967 David 
Blake took over succeeded by Bill Broadrick in 1968. With the new school 
Park & Recreation had space for an office and the town had use of the 
school’s facilities for expanded programs. Plymouth State College’s pool 
in the PE Center in Holderness was also made available for town use. The 
Methodist Church was made available for various activities. Year round 
programs for all ages were enriching the lives of Plymouth’s residents.
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The Circus Comes to Town?
One of the two elephants that earned their peanuts pulling a circus truck

out of the front of Mrs. Walker’s dress shop in the Gadd Block on South Main Street. 
(Recently Melcher & Prescott Insurance)

Photo courtesy Tink Taylor

Little Steppers Drum & Bugle Corps
Marching in Plymouth’s Bicentennial Parade, led by Harold Freeman.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Huntress Bicentennial Collection, Volume II • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich
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 ITEMS  OF  INTEREST

An elephant made the headlines one morning in June of 1964 after a circus 
truck failed to make the turn at the foot of Highland Street and crashed into 
Mrs. Walker’s Dress Shop window in the Ayer block during the previous 
night. Attempts with modern machinery were unsuccessful in extricating 
the truck so the circus employed their trusty elephant to do the job. It was 
great entertainment for the crowd that quickly gathered and provided an 
opportunity for the proprietor of Volpe’s Store to sell popcorn. The story 
made headlines around the country. 

Little Steppers Drum & Bugle Corps was a marching unit sponsored by 
Durand Haley American Legion Post #66 and was directed by Harold 
Freeman. About 50 youngsters participated and lively march music was 
provided by the group for parades, fairs and ceremonies. They were among 
the many bands that participated in the Bicentennial Parade. It should be 
noted that Mr. Freeman had marched with the Kenniston band in the 150th 
Celebration in 1913.

In 1965 competition for the Little Steppers came into being with the forming 
of the Royal Eagles Drum and Drill Corps under the direction of Bob 
Haskell with the able assistance of Lonny Morse, Guy Magoon and Gail 
Recoes. They began practice at the First National parking lot. Precision 
gun drills, color guard and flag sections as well as remarkable drumming 
soon earned the group many awards and numerous state championships. 
In 1972 they were asked to represent New Hampshire in Washington DC 
for President Nixon’s inauguration. With ardent fund raising by the corps 
and generous donations by various companies and private citizens, the 
youngsters made Plymouth proud as they performed in Washington. 

In June of 1973 the second New Hampshire Special Olympics was held 
at the PE Center in Holderness with 29 schools represented and 500 
participants. There was a parade complete with bands and a torch lighting 
ceremony. Many volunteers from the area helped to make this a reality.
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Royal Eagles Drum and Drill Corps
1967 New Hampshire Champions of Drill Corps

(Alumni of the Royal Eagles marched in the 250th Anniversary Parade)
Photo courtesy Elsa Turmelle

Plymouth Area High School—Built 1970
Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report
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SUMMARY

As the decade came to a close the changes in delivery of education at 
the local and college level, the responsiveness to environmental concerns 
and the presence of the Interstate Highway system had become a reality. 
The role of local government was called upon to be responsive to a fairly 
static economic base; changing, perhaps, only in the area of the sale and 
distribution of goods, products at a mercantile level and a broader base 
of health care services. On a national scale, Plymouth’s citizens were not 
provided an escape from the reality of national concerns that were defining 
the nation’s future. A president, a presidential candidate and a formidable 
statesman in civil rights had been assassinated.
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A Decade in Context: 1973–1982
President .................................................... Richard Nixon  (1969–1974) • Gerald Ford (1974–1977)

Jimmy Carter (1977–1981) • Ronald Reagan (1981–1989)

Governor .....................................................................................................Meldrim Thomson, Jr. (1973–1979)
Hugh J. Gallen (1979–Dec. 1982) • Vesta M. Roy (Dec. 1982–January1983)

In the News
Watergate Scandal • Nixon resigns • Three Mile Island • Love Canal • Iran Hostage Crisis
Roe v. Wade • Worst recession in 40 years (1974) • Medicare  • President Reagan shot 
Sandra Day O’Connor • First Earth Day • Jonestown • US Boycotts 1980 Summer Olympics 
Patty Hearst • Jesse Jackson • George McGovern • Karen Silkwood • Benjamin Spock 
Andy Warhol • Royal Wedding—Prince Charles and Lady Diana

Cost of Living (Beginning of Decade–End of Decade)
Income .....................................$9,688–17,564* New car............................................................. $3,500
New house ...........................................$59,700* Gallon of gas ..................................  36¢ – $1.31
Monthly rent ......................................$       99* Minimum wage ...........................$1.60–$3.35
* Average income for women .....................$4,025–$8,213*

Pop Culture
Technology ............................ Personal Computer • In vitro Fertilization  • VCRs  • Walkman
Fads ........................................Mood Rings • Pet Rocks • Lava Lamps • Water Beds • CB Radios
Words/Phrases ..............................................................................................................................Pop Art • Disco •
Fashion .................................Hip Huggers • Platform Shoes • Long Hair • Clogs • Earth Shoes

Leisure Suits • T-Shirts • “Annie Hall” Look (women wearing men’s clothing)
Toys ..............................................................................Atari • Simon • Hot Wheels • Barbie • BMX Bikes
Children’s Books ....................................................................................... Roll of Thunder Hear My Cry 
Books ............................ The Hite Report • I’m OK, You’re OK • Jonathan Livingston Seagull
Movies ...............................Jaws • The Godfather • Star Wars IV • Rocky • Kramer vs. Kramer
American Grafitti • Grease • Smokey and the Bandit • Annie Hall • The Exorcist
Saturday Night Fever • Apocalypse Now • Raiders of the Lost Ark • Dirty Harry

Celebrities ...................Meryl Streep • Dustin Hoffman • John Travolta • Richard Dreyfuss
Al Pacino • Diane Keaton • Paul Newman • Robert Redford • Clint Eastwood
Alan Alda • Burt Reynolds • Sally Field • Harrison Ford

Musicians .................. Aerosmith • The Bee Gees • David Bowie • Eagles • Fleetwood Mac
Billy Joel • Elton John • Led Zepplin • John Lennon • Pink Floyd • Bob Seger
Bruce Springsteen • The Who • The Carpenters • Bob Marley • Michael Jackson

Songs ............................. Sweet Emotion • Staying Alive • Goodbye Yellow Brick Road • Gypsy
Hotel California • Give Peace a Chance • My Life • Another Brick in the Wall

TV Shows .........Sesame Street • All in the Family • The Jeffersons • Saturday Night Live
 The Six Million Dollar Man • Little House on the Prairie • The Love Boat

Sports ..................................Roberto Clemente • Billie Jean King • Evel Knievel • Hank Aaron
Chris Evert • Martina Navratilova • Tai Babilonia • Randy Gardner
Kurt Thomas • 1980 USA Miracle on Ice
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1973–1982 
 
Compiled by Ross Deachman

Conversation at Anderson’s Bakery and Volpe’s, Lionel’s and Samaha’s 
markets during the last half of 1973 was dominated by water, weather, and 
gas. Not that the fortunes of the defending Plymouth High School football 
championship team did not get mentioned occasionally

FLOODS

Few remembered a year in which two major floods had occurred. The first 
flood of 1973 occurred in June or July, which rendered the Holderness 
Intervale impassable for several days and other low-lying areas were cut 
off completely, their only access being by boat. The high waters caused 
serious damage to several homes and businesses and threatened the 
recently built Plymouth State College field house. A December ice storm 
left large chunks of ice which later floated down river and distributed along 
the banks just before the December flood, adding to the misery. 

Due to these floods, flood insurance zoning came under consideration by 
the towns along the Baker and Pemigewasset Rivers, including Plymouth. 
A special town meeting was held to adopt flood plain zoning, and the 
Flood Plain Ordinance passed. 

… AND  OTHER  WEATHER

The decade saw a lot of snow in Plymouth. A major snowstorm hit on 
February 5, 1975, but this was not so unusual, it was winter after all. Less 
expected was the storm that hit in the spring of the following year. The 
Plymouth area was reminded in early April how unexpected New England 
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Flood Waters—July 1973
Photo courtesy The Plymouth Record.

Flood Waters—July 1973
Intersection of Fairgrounds and Loon Lake Roads

Photo courtesy Betty Batchelder



29

1973–1982

weather can be when eighteen inches of snow were dumped on the local 
area under blizzard conditions. Fortunately, power outages resulting from 
the heavy snow were few and of short duration. The pattern continued into 
the next year with two major snowstorms in January 1977. 

On August 25, 1976 Hurricane Belle was barreling down on the eastern 
coast. The National Guard offered the best rates (FREE) on emergency 
shelter. Twenty-five people took advantage of the shelter, but the storm, 
which had weakened before it made landfall at Long Island, New York, 
shifted to the west into Vermont and had minimal impact on New 
Hampshire. 

December 1981 Plymouth and its surrounding areas experienced the 
coldest Christmas in over one hundred years as temperatures reached -25° 
below zero with wind gusts of 40 knots. 

In 1982 the ski areas were happy, but the town snow removal budget was 
strained, as 50+ inches of snow fell in December 1981—it had snowed on 
27 of the 31 days. The major problem was finding a place to put all the 
snow. Tenney Mountain had mechanical problems with its chairlift, but 
was still happy to have the record accumulation to satisfy skiers during the 
February vacation week.

March 10, 1982 “Mover and loyal Democrat” Robert Crowley had a “near 
death” experience when the roof of the R.J. Crowley Moving and Storage 
warehouse collapsed—with him in it. Bob managed to get himself lower 
than some surrounding items, which absorbed the bulk of the impact of the 
roof debris. Snow load was to blame, as was the case for other buildings 
in the area. Offers of help poured in for the popular Crowley, a former 
Selectman. A bit shaken up, Bob had no permanent personal damage.

Even with the arrival of spring, the snow wouldn’t give up. An April blizzard 
caused seven motor vehicle accidents in Plymouth alone. Fortunately, no 
severe injuries occurred. 
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Front Page News—March 17, 1982
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University
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OIL  EMBARGO  AND  GAS  SHORTAGE

Due to world events in the Middle East, the Organization of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries (OPEC) drastically raised the price of crude oil, 
reduced production, and eventually proclaimed an oil embargo in 1973. 
As a result gas prices went up and shortages of gasoline and fuel oil were 
experienced across the country. Schools, towns and businesses made 
alternative plans in an effort to conserve energy—Plymouth State College 
delayed the start of the spring semester, local schools canceled sports and 
other extracurricular activities, and some factories, like Plymouth’s own 
O.A. Miller, went to four 10-hour workdays. Local ski areas expressed 
concern regarding the impact of the gas shortage on winter tourism. 

The gas shortage and its effect on the economy were also evident when 
it came to Town and School budgets. During this decade the atmosphere 
was frugal. Proposed additions to the schools and a new SAU building 
were all hotly debated and eventually defeated. The School Board and 
Select Board, recognizing the mood, trimmed their budgets but not always 
enough to satisfy the voters. Proposed raises for the Superintendent and 
Assistant Superintendent were issues of particular contention. Even with 
cuts, it was during this period that the Plymouth Town and School Budget 
first crossed the $1 million mark. In 1981, in an effort to increase revenue, 
the Plymouth School Board, pursuant to the area agreement, increased 
tuition at the high school for the five sending districts by $500 per student, 
a 30% increase.

RETIRING  EDUCATORS

From 1974–1982 the community lost many educators to retirement, 
including the heads of all four educational institutions in the Plymouth 
area. This created a significant void in educational circles that would have 
to be filled by a new generation. 

Don Hagerman, Headmaster of Holderness School since 1951, officially 
retired after awarding diplomas to 59 members of the Class of 1977. 
He was recognized as an educational leader beyond New England, and 
oversaw the growth of the school from 76 students to 226.
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In 1978 George Zoulias, Principal of Plymouth Area High School, retired 
after twenty-one years and was given the Granite State Award by Plymouth 
State College. The following year, Plymouth Elementary School Principal, 
Marion Bent, announced her retirement. 

In 1978 Dr. Harold Hyde was honored by hundreds at his retirement dinner 
at the John C. Foley Gymnasium. Many dignitaries attended to show their 
respect for the long-time President of first Plymouth Teachers College and 
now Plymouth State College. It is Hyde who would be remembered for 
personally having persuaded the New Hampshire Legislature not to close 
the college in an austerity move in the 1950s. During Hyde’s presidency 
the curriculum grew as well as the student body—from 271 students to 
2,595. 

In that same year the College also said goodbye to two long-time members 
of the faculty—Roi White and Dr. John C. Foley. Roi White was a 26-year 
member of the PSC English Department and Director of the Plymouth 
Players. Dr. Foley, 57, who took an early retirement after thirty-two years 
at the College, where he held positions as assistant professor of English 
and Physical Education and was later promoted to full professor. He also 
served as Director of Athletics, Chairman of the Department of Physical 
Education and Dean of Instruction. He was a successful coach of PSC’s 
basketball and baseball teams. During his years of varsity coaching, PSC 
won three state college conference basketball championships and three 
conference baseball titles. 

Just four years later, in 1982, a testimonial for retiring Plymouth State 
College Professor, Dr. Norton Bagley, was held. Bagley had been at 
the college for 29 years and was active in the community as well. He is 
best known for his book, a history of Plymouth State College, entitled 
One Hundred Years of Service, Plymouth State College 1871–1971. Dr. 
Bagley held many positions at Plymouth State. He served as a faculty 
member; chairperson of both English and Education; Director of Public 
Relations; Director of Teacher Placement; Director of Admissions; Dean 
of Instruction and Dean of Students. 
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PSC’S  MODEL  UN

In 1951, as the nation expanded its reach, the American public became 
more interested in the world beyond the United States. Professor Charles 
Kinney recognized that and formed the Model United Nations at Plymouth 
Teachers College, only six years after the international United Nations 
came into being. The program brought high school students from New 
Hampshire, Vermont and Quebec, Canada to the college to “help students 
understand the perplexing problems confronting mankind then and in the 
future.”

In 1958, Professor James Hogan took over the program. Aided by the 
Rotary Club, the Model UN provided an important service to the state for 
the next thirty years and exposed New Hampshire high school and college 
students to global concerns.

Jim Hogan was presented the Paul Harris Fellow Award by the Plymouth 
Rotary Club in recognition of his 25 plus years of shepherding the Model 
United Nations (UN) General Assembly. This program introduced students 
to the origins, functions, structure, and issues facing the contemporary 
UN. Students gained knowledge and engaged in simulated debates around 
the major issues on the UN agenda. Because the course included role-
playing, it offered a chance for students to extend their knowledge of 
international politics while developing proficiency in public speaking, 
policy formulation, parliamentary procedure, diplomacy, negotiation, and 
conflict resolution. At the 104th commencement of Plymouth State College 
in 1976, Hogan was further recognized with an Honorary Doctorate of 
Human Letters Degree in recognition of his 22 years of devoted service to 
the college. (The Model UN program continues today, with Plymouth State 
delegations attending the World Model UN conference annually at various 
locations around the world. In addition, the club also hosts an annual 
Model UN Conference open to other Model UN clubs and interested high 
school students.) 
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INCINERATOR

In 1974 the Plymouth Select Board appointed a Committee to study the 
possibility of an incinerator to replace the town dump. After initial findings 
supported construction, a petition was filed by the Selectmen to hold a 
special town meeting to act upon a warrant article to raise the necessary 
funds. The request for the meeting was granted by Superior Court Justice 
William F. Batchelder. While voters approved the incinerator their approval 
did not ensure smooth sailing for the project. Budgetary issues required 
several more special town meetings and a division of the project into two 
phases was required to keep the construction moving. With completion of 
the incinerator in 1976, recycling was underway in Plymouth, requiring 
separation of trash to become an important component of the town’s disposal 
operation. 

A  WINNING  DECADE  FOR  SPORTS

PAHS football gained momentum with Charles “Chuck” Lenahan at the 
helm. Coach Lenahan informed the press that “we’re young, small and 
slow, but we’ll show up for every game.” And show up they did! In the 
1975 season (in what was likely the seed of what would become the Chuck 
Lenahan legend) the Plymouth High School Bobcats upset previously un-
scored upon Timberlane with an 8–0 win to become the Division III Title 
champions. Seniors, Jim Mayhew and Mike Avellino set the tone, playing 
with a badly sprained wrist and a broken nose respectively, in this “David 
vs. Goliath” encounter in which Plymouth was the visitor—and victor. 

Many of the following seasons were undefeated and ended with the Bobcats 
claiming the Division III Title. Under the leadership of Coach Lenahan, the 
Plymouth High School football team also won the Potter Trophy every year 
during this decade. In fact, during the last two years Plymouth left Littleton 
scoreless. The Potter Trophy was named in dedication to Francis Calvin 
Potter, son of Edward and Anne Potter. Francis graduated from Plymouth 
High School with the Class of 1939 and entered the U.S. Marine Corps 
in January of 1942. Just nine months later, he was killed in action during 
World War II. His father established the trophy in Francis’ memory to be 
awarded annually to the winner of the Littleton vs. Plymouth football game. 
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This decade was a proud time for the PAHS ski teams in both categories—
Nordic/cross-country and Alpine. Both Tom Armstrong and Jimmy Church 
finished 1st and 2nd respectively at the 1978 Division V High School State 
Ski Championship in cross-country racing as part of Plymouth’s sweep of 
the Boys and Girls Overall Championships. For the second year in a row, 
the Plymouth Area High School ski teams won State titles and featured Bill 
Hendrickson and Nancy Bownes (now the parents of Sarah Hendrickson, 
who in 2012 was crowned the first ever World Cup Champion of Women’s 
Ski Jumping). In 1979, the girls continued the streak when they once again 
won the State Division. Nancy Bownes earned the title ‘Skimeister’—a skier 
with the best all-around performance in downhill, slalom, cross-country, and 
jumping competition. In 1980, the boys and girls skiers once again retained 
the title Division II Champions, Nancy Bownes earned the title “Skimeister” 
for the girls for the second year in a row, while Bill Hendrickson was 
“Skimeister” for the boys. Chris Jennings won both slalom and giant slalom 
for the boys. Coach Norm LeBlanc was some proud of his entire team’s 
efforts. It should be noted that PAHS boys and girls skiers retained their 
Cross-Country Ski Championships as well. The following year the girls’ 
skiers proved they were not only the best in the Division, but they were now 
the best in the State as witnessed in the results of an NHIAA sponsored meet 
where the top schools of all four Divisions competed against each other. 
Plymouth finished behind Kingswood in the Nordic events, but being much 
stronger in the Alpine events, finished first overall. The following year, 1982, 
made it the sixth year in a row that the girls’ ski team won the Division II 
State Championship, with Ariane Allen as “Skimeister.”

To further attest to the athletic prowess of the Class of 1978, the basketball 
team finished as runner up in the NHIAA Class M Tournament which was 
a milestone for PAHS. Adding irony to the loss was that the winning shot 
by Hinsdale was made by the grandson of a Plymouthite and the trophy 
was presented by a Plymouth High School graduate, Dick McCarthy, then 
a resident of Hinsdale. Just two years later in 1980, Bart Merrill scored 
52 points against Inter-Lakes High School which set a single game record 
for Plymouth High School and brought his career total to 971 with three 
games to go in the season. Scott Evans scored 55 points against Merrimack 
Valley in 1984.

In 1976 “Uncle Ralph” Davis was honored as Plymouth’s number one 
sports fan at the Baseball Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, New York. “Uncle 
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Tobey’s Motor Court — c. 1960s
At the junction of Route 3 and Fairgrounds Road.

Some parts of the complex still exist, having been renovated a number of times and 
providing lodging under a number of names. It is currently an EconoLodge.

Photo courtesy Ross Deachman Post Card Collection

Emily Balch and Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hospital (1920–1951)
After Sceva Speare Memorial Hospital was built, this building housed the O. Rundle Gilbert 

Patent Museum. After the building burned down in 1974, Wilson Tire was located here.
(The site, formerly Wilson Tire, is currently an automotive repair training center for the

Mount Prospect Academy just across the street on Route 3 North.)
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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Ralph” accompanied the League team on its three-day outing, sitting in the 
dugout during the games as he did each season for many years at PAHS. 

Success continued with the baseball team by finishing the 1980 season 
as undefeated State Champions with a record of 17-0. Bart Merrill was 
named to play on the All New England Baseball Team which traveled 
internationally. Spring 1981 was the time for PAHS pitcher, Chris Coursey, 
to shine. He led the Bobcats to a state title. This included 34 consecutive wins 
(spanning two seasons), pitching a perfect game and entering the National 
Federation Baseball Record Book with a high career of 25 wins/0 losses. 
Coach Tom Underwood was named Northeast Baseball Coach of the Year. 
This baseball title made it eight championships in 1981 for Plymouth Area 
High School sports teams. Impressive! In 1982 Brett Beede pitched and hit 
Plymouth to the baseball championship of Class M with an eleventh inning 
victory over Newport, giving Plymouth its third consecutive championship. 
While it was a great period for PAHS baseball, the end of this decade also 
brought a halt to the team’s 46-game winning streak. 

The Plymouth Area High School girls’ track team captured its first ever 
state title in 1980 scoring 112–105 over Raymond. Plymouth earned 18 
points in the 200 meter race alone as Jennifer Poisson and Marion Riehs 
finished in 1st and 2nd places. Coach Sue Brown stressed the team effort it 
took throughout the events to capture points wherever possible. 

1981 showed that it was not just our athletes that excelled. Plymouth 
Area High School received three “Coach of the Year” awards. No one 
recalled such recognition for previous coaches. John Sanborn (girls’ cross-
country), Sue Sampson (girls’ track) and Tom Underwood (baseball) were 
all honored, as was Athletic Director, Chuck Lenahan. 

FIRE

While fire does not change the landscape of our village as drastically and 
as often as it did in the past, its presence is still felt. “The Filling Station” 
a popular steak restaurant on South Main Street (the former site of Asa 
Keniston’s store) burned to the ground in a spectacular fire. Shortly after 
the fire, with the help of its patrons, The Filling Station rose from the ashes 
housed in a new building comprised of parts from several barns. 
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U.S. Bicentennial Celebration—November 11, 1976
Burying of a time capsule in front of Town Hall.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

U.S. Bicentennial Celebration—July 1976
Re-enactment of the Battle of Concord and Lexington on Plymouth’s Main Street

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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In August of 1974, suspected arson claimed the birthplace of generations 
of Plymouth natives when the old hospital at the Campton town line on 
Route 3 burned down. In previous years it had been an inn known as The 
Riverview and more recently it was a museum for the O. Rundell Gilbert 
Patent Model Collection. At the time of the fire the building had been 
vacant for several years. 

Tobey’s Motor Court, a Plymouth landmark, was severely burned in April 
1978.

Later that same year the county courthouse (today’s Town Hall) 
was apparently set afire over the July 4th holiday. Fortunately, the 
Congregational Church was spared. 

1976—UNITED  STATES  BICENTENNIAL

Plymouth commenced its celebration of the National Bicentennial under the 
leadership of the Plymouth Historical Society and Attorney James DeHart 
by re-enacting the Battle of Lexington on Plymouth’s Main Street. An 
army of individuals had created period costumes for the youth portraying 
the colonial patriots and the British red coats. Approaching from opposite 
ends of town, the patriots entered from the bridge, meeting the enemy 
in front of the Common. Sharp shooters were perched on rooftops and 
riders on horseback were also involved. The wounded dropped on Main 
Street as the crowds watched on. The gray misty morning added a sense of 
drama to the event. While not a “true” re-enactment, it definitely brought 
an historical moment to life.

Celebration of the Bicentennial continued with a variety of other activities, 
including a display at the library sponsored by the Young Ladies Library 
Association. The Plymouth Historical Society also arranged the burying of 
a time capsule in the lawn area in front of the Court House (now the Town 
Hall) to be opened in fifty years to celebrate the US Semiquincentennial. 
It is hoped that the Time Capsule Committee that buried it (four Plymouth 
young people, Cathy Clarke, Jill P. LaFontaine, Stephen Ray and Terri 
Sencabaugh) will be on hand to open it in 2026. It was the hope of the 
historical society that it will be filled with items of the current time and 
buried again, to be reopened again in 2076 for the U.S. Tricentennial.
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Harris Furniture, Main Street—c. 1978
Young Russ Harris standing in front of the family store
(Current location of M ‘n M Scoops and The Readery.

Harris Family Furniture relocated to Tenney Mountain Highway
Photo courtesy Russ Harris

Plymouth Regional Technical Center, 2013—Built 1982
The name, like the curriculum, changes with the times.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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THE  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION  CENTER

A study was undertaken in 1975 by the Plymouth Area High School regarding 
a new Vocational Center. The Vocational Education Program was receiving 
scrutiny at the high school, citing the loss of the Director as the reason for 
the timing of the discussion. After three years, not much progress had been 
made in finding a solution for the Vocational Education Building. The Voc Ed 
Department had been housed in the Oceanside Machinery Building, which 
was slated to be torn down. After much deliberation PAHS principal James 
Desmarais announced a proposed 6,800 square foot addition to the High 
School to house the Vocational Department. The State would be responsible 
for 60% of the cost. A vote was needed at the District meeting to proceed. 
In March 1979 the proposed School Budget reflected an increase of 5% and 
included an SAU building to be built by the High School Building Trades 
class and an addition to the High School for vocational education. During 
the remainder of 1979 planning for the vocational building continued, 
pending final approval at the District meeting. Despite the increased costs, 
voters at the March 1981 town meeting approved the proposed plans for 
the Vocational Center, which would be attached to the south end of the high 
school. One of the unique features of the plan was a trombe wall on the 
full southern exposure that would recover 20% of the heating costs for the 
addition. In 1982 funds for the Regional Vocational Education Center were 
approved and ground was finally broken in the fall of that year. 

MAIN  STREET  BUSINESSES:
ANNIVERSARIES,  SALES  AND  CLOSURES

Many of the businesses downtown have been long-time fixtures on Main 
Street. During this decade several establishments celebrated milestone 
anniversaries while others decided it was time to pass the torch.

Plymouth Furniture Company, Inc. celebrated 50 years on Main Street in 
1973 with Neil Cowan representing the third generation of the Steinman 
family to be active in the business.

In 1975, Harris Brothers Furniture celebrated ten years on Main Street. 
(Still going strong, Harris Family Furniture moved out to Tenney Mountain 
Highway, taking over the building that housed Fred Allen’s Plymouth 
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Richelson Building, North Main Street — Built 1937
Left, Steuben Grill  • Right, Richelson’s Economy Store Clothing

Photo courtesy Paul Richelson

Plymouth Inn, South Main Street—Built 1926
After various uses, misuses and laying vacant, the building was razed in 2001.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Clay’s News Stand — Fox Block, corner of Main Street and Highland Street
Photo courtesy Bob Clay
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Animal Hospital. They have expanded their business to include locations 
in Laconia and Chichester and are still family owned and operated thirty-
eight years later in 2013.)

In 1976 The Plymouth Inn celebrated 50 years on Main Street and was still 
operated by the Carpenter family. (Just three years later, Calvin Carpenter 
sold the hotel. New owner Edwina Sedgerly planned to operate the building 
as a retirement inn. After several years of renovations, The Plymouth Inn 
was transformed into a retirement home for long-term guests. Sedgerley 
compared its reasonable price of $37 per day, including board, to the cost 
of a nursing home, which could be as much as $70 per day. The Inn went 
through several other iterations and hard times and was razed in 2001.)

Clay’s News Stand celebrated its 60th anniversary on Main Street in 1978. 
Current owner, Bob Clay, is the third generation of the family to run the 
business. His grandfather, Gordon Clay, came to Plymouth to play ball 
for the Draper and Maynard baseball team. Gordon bought the store from 
George Corliss in 1917. His two eldest sons, John and Sam, took over the 
store in 1946. John’s younger son, Bob, took ownership in 1975. (As times 
changed, so did Clay’s. Over the following years Clay’s continued to sell 
Hallmark products and added office supplies and a copy center. The business 
closed in the 1990s.)

In 1981 the Louis Richelson family celebrated sixty years of business on 
Main Street. Three generations have been involved in running Richelson’s 
since 1922. Louis’ sons, Julius and Irwin, managed the department store 
with their wives, Florence and Evelyn, and some of their children, who 
added a ski shop. (The store closed in 1992 and the building was rented 
to other businesses and the University over the years. The building was 
demolished in 2013 to make room for the new Enterprise Center.)

After 35 years on Main Street, Warren and Lillian Blake sold Blake’s 
Restaurant to Robert Carter. Warren and Lillian continued to run the gift 
shop. (Today this building houses Hong Kong Garden.)

In 1982, the Ayer Insurance Agency celebrated 85 years in the Plymouth 
area and have been a presence on Main Street for 77 years. Current 
president James Ayer followed in the footsteps of his father, Percy M. Ayer, 
and his grandfather, Charles J. Ayer. In 1981 Jim Ayer sold the company 
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Blake’s Restaurant—1963
As a backdrop to the Plymouth Bicentennial Celebration

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Huntress Bicentennial Collection, Volume I • Photographer Maurice I. Aldrich
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to Plymouth natives, Tom Volpe and Bob Hussey of Melcher and Prescott 
Insurance. (Despite the sale, Ayer Insurance kept its name until 2009 when 
it switched to Melcher and Prescott.)

A true Plymouth institution changed hands in July 1978 when Fausty’s 
Restaurant, owned by the Minickiello family, was sold. In business since 
the 1920s, the restaurant was a popular destination first for the loggers and 
factory workers of Lincoln and elsewhere and, more recently, a favorite 
hangout of high school and college students. “Meet you at Fausty’s” was 
as common as “I’ll see you at the movie theater” which, by the way, was 
right next door. The sale marked the end of an era. (Today this location is 
the Plymouth House of Pizza.)

Near the end of this decade Plymouth experienced another blow to its 
local economy when in 1981 First National Stores announced it would be 
closing its Plymouth location after 40 years. First National was located at 
6 South Main Street since 1961. (Rite Aid Pharmacy is on the site in 2013. 
It was previously located at 75 Main Street where Adams Market was and 
where The UPS Store now resides.)

HATCH  PLAZA  AND  TENNEY  MOUNTAIN  HIGHWAY

Hatch Plaza was a major addition to the development on Tenney Mountain 
Highway. The name came from the Hatch Dairy Farm that was formerly 
on the site. The plaza quickly filled with a variety of stores giving 
Plymouth and surrounding towns a centralized shopping experience. 
Ames Department Store opened its doors in the fall of 1978. The next year, 
Trumbull Hardware at Hatch Plaza was sold to Watt, Robert and Steven 
Rand and becomes Rands True Value Hardware.

Following on the heals of Hatch Plaza, new businesses popped up all along 
Tenney Mountain Highway, including: Russ Gilman’s Outdoor Equipment, 
the Seafood Center (owned by Sparkie Hobbs), and Rick Brown’s TBC 
Machinery. They joined the already established business entities of New 
Hampshire Electric Cooperative, New England Telephone, Plymouth 
Animal Hospital, Durgin Oil Company, The Dairy Belle restaurant, Bob 
Main Insurance Company, Kelley’s Flower Shop, Chestnut Hill Mobile 
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Sprague Electric—Built 1960
Closed 1975. The building was later used by Hitchiner Manufacturing.

Currently the location of R.J. Crowley Moving and Storage and Repurpose Second Hand Store.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

New Hampshire Electric Cooperative—Built 1971
Plans are currently underway to move their facilities to the former Plymouth Fairgrounds.

Photo courtesy New Hampshire Electric Cooperative
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Home Sales, and McCormack Motors. Farther out, at the West Plymouth 
traffic circle, there was a groundbreaking for construction of the Keyworth 
Graphics building. 

A few years later, the William Crane family opened The Village Square 
shopping and office complex which included June Crane and daughter 
Cathy DiCenzo’s Country Barn Gifts. Jackie Noseworthy and Sandi Moser 
opened the Body Shop and Fitness Studio on Tenney Mountain Highway, 
and White Mountain Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge gave McCormack Motors 
some competition. 

CHANGES  IN  INDUSTRY

1975 brought shocking news as Sprague Electric Company, Plymouth’s 
largest employer, announced plans to shut down its plant on Highland 
Street. Approximately 160 area employees lost their jobs. Sprague Electric 
Company had operated its plant in Plymouth since 1961. 

There was much excitement as word was received that Practical 
Automation, Inc. negotiated for the purchase of the empty Sprague Plant 
building, which brought with it the possibility of 200 jobs. While Practical 
Automation did come to Plymouth, their stay was short lived. Just eighteen 
months after taking over the Sprague plant they announced they would be 
closing immediately. 

In 1979 hopes were raised once again with the announcement that Hitchiner 
Manufacturing Company, Inc. of Milford had leased the old Sprague 
Electric Plant and would be  hiring 200 people as soon as possible. Plans 
called for plastic moldings to be made there. Hitchiner had plants in three 
other locations. 

John Bass, owner and President of O.A. Miller, informed the Selectmen in 
1978 of his intent to move his Rochester, New York business to Plymouth 
and combine it with the Plymouth operation on Main Street (currently the 
PSU Draper and Maynard building). Seventy-five to 80 new jobs were 
possible. (O.A. Miller later became Rochester Shoe Tree Company. They 
moved their operations to a facility on Route 3 South in Ashland and are 
still in business in 2013.)



48

FIVE  MORE  DECADES  IN  PLYMOUTH,  NH

Plymouth Friends of the Arts—The first Board of Directors, January 1975
Standing, left to right: Kate Fralick, vice president, Elizabeth Olcott (college liaison); 

Fran Ayer, secretary; Susan Morton, ways and means; Diane Whiston, program chairman. 
Seated, left to right: Chris Craig, president; Barbara Kolva, public school liaison;
Candy Thun, treasurer; and Vivian Fanton, publicity. (In stroller, Hans Fralick)

Photo courtesy The Record Citizen

Fall Art Show On the Common, Children’s Exhibit—2013
An autumn tradition since 1984,

this was the fifth year that Friends of the Arts has sponsored the event.
For the Children’s Exhibit (K–8) FOA partners with Plymouth Parks and Recreation.

Photo Courtesy Friends of the Arts • Photographer Pat Robin
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Just down the road, the Plymouth Shank Mill was sold to Harold Tewksbury 
of Solon, Maine and the name was changed to Plymouth Manufacturing 
Company. The factory made ice cream spoons and paint paddles among 
other items. (Now home to The Common Man Inn & Spa.) 

PLYMOUTH  FRIENDS  OF  THE  ARTS

Plymouth Friends of the Arts was organized in the spring of 1973 by a 
group of arts enthusiasts in an effort to create greater collaboration in the 
arts between Plymouth State College and the community, and to increase 
cultural opportunities in the area. Among the founders were Mary Taylor, 
Chris Craig, Janice Gallinger, Terry Downs, Katie Fralick, Liz Olcott and 
Barbara Kolva. For several years the group’s main function was to provide 
receptions for PSC gallery exhibits as well as music and theater events.

By the late 1970s the all-volunteer organization expanded its programming 
to include bus trips to events in Boston, presentation of local artists in concert 
and at local schools, and publishing a calendar of regional arts events. 

Because its commitment to expanding the availability of arts locally was 
more than volunteers alone could support, in 1979 the first part-time 
staff was hired. By 1982, the end of its first decade, Plymouth Friends 
of the Arts programming included a performing arts series, an annual 
high-school juried art show, an extensive artist-in-the-school program, 
workshops and art classes for adults and children, and a children’s chorus. 
Its collaboration with PSC remained strong, with support from the College 
an important ingredient in its success.

(In 1996 the organization changed its name to reflect the regional nature of 
its work, becoming Friends of the Arts: A Regional Arts Council. It hired 
a full-time Executive Director to oversee its many programs. In recent 
years, with new opportunities to access the performing arts available 
in Plymouth, the Friends discontinued its performing arts series, while 
maintaining its focus on making the arts accessible for school children. Its 
Artist-in-the-School program continues to serve schools in a wide area, as 
does the High School Juried Arts Show.)
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Pemi Choral Society Rehearsing c. 1980s
Early choral members rehearse under the direction of Dr. Robert F. Swift,

Mrs. Margot Swift, accompanist
Photo courtesy Katherine Hillier

Pemi Choral Society—1977
Dr. Earl Norwood, founding Director, with Robert Bates, accompanist.

Photo courtesy Katherine Hillier
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THE  PEMIGEWASSET  CHORAL  SOCIETY

The Pemigewasset Choral Society, or Pemi Choral as it is commonly 
called, held its first rehearsal in the fall of 1973, in the music room at the 
Plymouth Area High School. It was organized by Vivian Norwood and 
Katherine Hillier to give local singers the opportunity to perform under 
professional leadership. Dr. Earl Norwood, choral conductor and Chair 
of the Music Department at Plymouth State College, agreed to donate his 
services for the first season.

Over its first decade the Choral Society held a series of concerts at several 
regional locations in May and December to increasingly large audiences. 
Membership also grew steadily, and members actively raised funds 
sponsoring such events as the “Halloween House of Horror” and the 
“Singing Elephant Flea Market”.

In 1979 Dr. Robert Swift was hired as the chair of the Department of 
Music at PSC, following Dr. Norwood’s relocation; soon after he agrees 
to become the new Director of the Choral Society as well. By 1982 Pemi 
Choral had grown to over 100 members, Mrs. Margot Swift had become 
the accompanist, and Plymouth State College gave its support to the 
organization by providing rehearsal and concert space.

(Forty years after its founding only a handful of the original members 
remain, but the spirit, mission and energy of the Pemigewasset Choral 
Society continues under the new leadership of Leslie McDonnell, Director 
and Will Gunn, Assistant Director. They performed twice for Plymouth‘s 
250th Celebration. First, in Educational Theatre Collaborative’s Marking 
the Moment, an original musical celebrating Plymouth’s history in which 
they portrayed the Sacred and Secular Choral Society led by John Keniston 
in the 1900s. They later performed a concert at the Rotary Amphitheater at 
the close of the 250th Celebration on July 21, 2013)
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TOWN / GOWN  ISSUES

In 1978, due to increased rowdiness in the neighborhoods, Selectmen 
took a firm stance in opposing any more liquor licenses for the town and 
sent a letter to that effect to the State Liquor Commission. Also under 
consideration were tighter zoning to combat noise problems.

Complaints about noise emanating from college parties in residential 
areas was reported to the Selectmen while the College noted its lack 
of jurisdiction over off-campus housing. In response to complaints, 
the Select Board proposed a noise ordinance in 1979, though a public 
hearing and review by legal counsel would still be needed. As students 
were summoned to court as a result of a noise complaint at the Fox Park 
Apartments, the Plymouth Selectmen and President Kasper Marking of 
Plymouth State College held a summit to endeavor to find a solution to 
their common issues including noise and the cost of fire protection among 
others. It was viewed as a beginning. In an open letter to the Plymouth 
State College student body, Dr. Marking implored students to stop the few 
who are creating such problems for the majority of the students and for the 
college, thereby straining town/gown relations.

The noise issue caused problems within Town government as well. 
Tensions were high between the Select Board and Police Chief Donald 
Young over his handling of citizen complaints regarding noise. A crowd of 
700 partiers on School Street caused a major disturbance (some say “riot.”) 
Six participants faced court action. The recent raising of the drinking age 
from 18 to 21 years may have sparked the outburst by the students and 
their guests. In response to the age change, the College had forbidden kegs 
on campus, a change in policy not well received by some students. Dr. 
Kasper Marking’s reaction to the recent events, calling it a “large party 
gone bad,” was challenged. The college and town were both upset and 
vowed increased efforts to prevent such situations in the future. 

In 1980 town/gown relations improved slightly with the announcement that 
the College would contribute an additional $25,000 to the fire department, 
though the Selectmen had hoped for more.

Improved relations did not last, however, as another conflict surfaced over 
trash. Selectmen were upset that the new incinerator was in danger of being 
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damaged by unseparated material being generated at the College. Selectmen 
had issued an order to refuse any such loads. The college responded by sending 
its trash to Danbury. The participation by the college in the incinerator usage 
received continued study by both sides. Despite President Marking telling 
Selectmen that the cost to the college for compliance with the new ordinance 
may be too high, the College did re-join incinerator participation. 

With the growth of the campus in the prior decade, more property came 
under the tax exempt status of the College. In 1981, in an attempt to lessen 
that burden on tax payers, Republican state representatives Neil McIver 
and Robert Dearborn submitted House Bill 467 to the State Legislature in 
an effort to secure tax relief for the town by reducing the exempt properties 
of Plymouth State College. It was voted out of committee as “Inexpedient 
to Legislate”, officially killing the Bill for the season. 

HISTORIC  HAPPENINGS

In the fall of 1973 the Plymouth Historical Society was formed and it 
incorporated the following February. It had 64 charter members, with 
membership open to all for only $1 in dues annually. Goals of the society 
were local unity and pride, preservation and availability of records and 
memorabilia, and collection and dissemination of historical information. 
(The organization celebrates 40 years with the publication of this book 
and continues to invite those interested in Plymouth’s history to join. Dues 
have gone up a bit—$10 a year for individuals, $20 per family.)

In 1978, Larry Fillion of West Plymouth, having recently discovered the 
oldest gravesite in town, received the okay to restore it. It is located off 
Tenney Mountain Highway near the Baker River, in the north western 
corner of the small Spencer Farm cemetery. The stone, still legible and 
bearing the traditional winged death’s head sign is the grave of the Widow 
Bridget Snow who died in 1773 at the age of 73. 

Later that year, the oldest surviving building on Main Street was sold by 
Angelo Volpe to John and Lou Cloud. Located at 47 Main Street, parts 
of the building predate the second Pemigewasset House Hotel which 
was built in 1863. Lou operated her beauty shop there and the rest of the 
building was used for offices and apartment rentals. 
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Pumpkin Seed Bridge c. 1950s 
Looking south from Livermore Falls. 

The treacherous rocks seen here are hidden when the river is running high.
(A portion of the bridge was removed in 1961)

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Elsa Turmelle

47 Main Street—c. 1980s
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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In 1981, the Plymouth Historical Society was formulating plans to designate 
a Historic District in the center of town by completing an application for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. The passage of 
the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA) in 1966 established the 
National Register and the process for adding properties to it. Its goals are 
to help property owners and interest groups, such as the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, coordinate, identify, and protect historic sites in the 
United States. 

1979—A  YEAR  OF  TRAGEDY

Tragedy strikes Plymouth with the loss of Michael R. Brown, 15, at 
Livermore Falls. He had attended school in Plymouth and his grandmother 
was Margaret Clifford Brown of this community. With his untimely death 
the clamor to resolve the bridge issue and complete its removal started again. 

Later that same year tragic events once again shook Plymouth. On 
December 29, 1979 a family skating trip to Squam Lake turned deadly. 
Dr. Vlastimil Zak, 46, his daughter, Lenka Zak, 13, and a family friend, 
Vbynet Dvoracek, 46, were part of a skating party going 4.5 miles from 
Carnes Cove to Dog Cove and back. On the way back they encountered 
thin ice near Mooney Point. The three fall into the icy water. Someone 
went for help, but by the time firemen got out on the lake with equipment it 
was too late, all were lost. Dr. Zak, a Plymouth physician, was very highly 
regarded and Lenka, who was an outstanding athlete and musician, was 
an extremely popular eighth grader at Plymouth Elementary School. The 
community mourned greatly the losses. 

LIVERMORE  FALLS

Though it is geographically located in Campton and Holderness, 
Livermore Falls has always been considered close enough to be included 
in Plymouth’s history and continues to be a point of interest to Plymouth 
residents today. The site served as a pulp paper mill from 1889 until just 
after World War II. It sat vacant for many years, and the flood in 1973 
destroyed the dam and powerhouse. 
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In 1979, the Livermore Falls mill site was sold and the new owners 
expected to be producing 1,500 kilowatts of electricity within two to three 
years. “Red tape” was blamed for the delay in the development of the 
Livermore Falls Hydro Plant. (The permits were never approved, and the 
land was later sold to the State. A popular swimming hole today, this site 
is being considered for a state park, partially to improve safety concerns. 
An interesting footnote, before the State took ownership, the turbine 
was salvaged from the remnants of the old pulp mill and pieces of the 
Livermore Falls turbine went on to be used in small hydroelectric projects 
in Massachusetts.) 

NHEC AND SEABROOK

The permit to build a nuclear power plant in Seabrook, NH was approved 
in 1976. The plant was to be owned by more than 10 separate utility 
companies serving five New England states. New Hampshire Electric 
Cooperative was among them. In early 1978, over 200 people gathered 
on the common to protest the construction of the plant. Members of 
this group later traveled to Seabrook to join a larger rally opposing the 
construction. In a continued attempt to halt the progress of Seabrook, the 
members of the so-called “Anti-Nuke” forces filed for seats on the Board 
of Directors of New Hampshire Electric Cooperative. Gary McCool and 
Lynn Chong, angry over the Coop’s decision to purchase a 2% interest 
in Seabrook, hoped to win election and rescind that action. At its annual 
meeting in 1980, the New Hampshire Electric Cooperative retained its 
directors and ratified the Seabrook purchase. The following year Seabrook 
once again dominated NHEC’s annual meeting, but all efforts to elect anti-
Seabrook directors were once again defeated. In 1982 the New Hampshire 
Electric Cooperative dispute continued on as one lawsuit was dismissed 
and another was begun. (Seabrook was eventually completed in 1986, 10 
years late and billions of dollars later. It went online in 1990 and continues 
to operate today. It is the largest individual electrical generating unit in the 
New England grid. Though NHEC later sold its interests in 2002, members 
of the Coop continued to pay decommissioning fees through 2011.)
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NEXT  DOOR  TO  GOLDEN  POND

During the summer of 1980 excitement was everywhere as preparations 
began for the filming of On Golden Pond starring Katherine Hepburn, 
Henry Fonda, and Jane Fonda on Big Squam Lake in Holderness. During 
the filming action was evident at the bridge over the channel as Katherine 
Hepburn was taught how to land the Thayer IV at Sam Murdough’s 
Market. Spectators were estimated at 400. (ITC Films, Inc. of Studio City, 
California announced it has spent over $3,000,000 locally in the filming of 
On Golden Pond. It is estimated that the total was closer to a $9,000,000 
impact on the local economy.)

TENNEY  MOUNTAIN  SKI

In 1980 Sam and Bernice Hall announced the sale of Tenney Mountain Ski 
Area to Terry and Natalie Murphy of Bridgewater. (The Halls had bought 
out their partners, the French’s in 1972). The Murphys hope to expand the 
ski area over time and add condominiums. The lack of snowmaking is a 
two edged sword — snowmaking does allow for a longer season but its 
cost has to be recaptured with higher prices. The Murphy’s hope the low 
cost of $13 per day will entice more skiers to hit Tenney’s slopes. (Tenney 
Mountain went through various owners over the years, and battled a 
variety of troubles from bankruptcy, foreclosure, lack of snow, and soft 
real estate markets. It opened and closed a number of times, the last time 
being in 2010, and it was later sold at auction that same year. Though it’s 
heyday may have been short lived, many in Plymouth have fond memories 
of skiing on Tenney and of Sam Hall.) 

BIG  DOINGS  FOR  PLYMOUTH  FIRE  DEPARTMENT

The Plymouth Fire Department went “Hollywood” when the Firestone Tire 
Company filmed a commercial featuring the Plymouth fire department’s 
trucks on local snowy roads—thanks to the great traction of Firestone 
Tires of course. Local resident Sheldon McGill had to show the tire 
company drivers how to drive up a snow-covered hill as they did not have 
the experience.
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Plymouth Fire Department’s New Pumper Truck—1975
Photo courtesy The Record Citizen • Photographer John R. Webster

Plymouth Fire Fighters—c. Late 1800s
Plymouth’s Village Fire Precinct was organized in 1831.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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In 1975 two women request to join the Plymouth Fire Department. The 
refusal vote of the Department to admit them brings the Rules and By-laws 
of the Department into question. Selectmen instruct the Department to 
review the situation and get back to them. (While those first women were 
not accepted, today we have at least one female fire department chief in the 
local area and several part-time female fire fighters and EMTs in the PFD.)

After much deliberation, the town voted to designate funds to replace its 
1948 pumper truck, which had become unreliable. The Town accepted its 
new pumper truck for the Fire Department in June 1975.

In 1981 the Plymouth Fire Department marked its 150th anniversary with 
much celebration, concluding with a parade and muster. 

PASSINGS

BESSIE FOX PEASE

Bessie Fox Pease, holder of the Boston Post Cane, passed on January 
2, at the age of 96. A native and lifetime resident of Plymouth, she is 
remembered to this day as a teacher, organist, mother of Plymouth’s only 
Medal of Honor recipient, Harl Pease, Jr. (after whom Pease Air Force 
Base is named) as well as mother of Plymouth philanthropist, Charlotte 
Pease, whose estate provided funds for the Town’s library, named for the 
Pease family. (1974)

KENNETH  BELL

Plymouth lost another of its icons with the death of Kenneth G. Bell. A 
native son and lifetime resident, Bell dedicated 40 years to public service 
in various positions—Plymouth Board of Selectmen for eighteen (18) 
years, in the State Legislature for 40 years and being the Grafton County 
Commissioner for 30 years. (1976)
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REV. EDIC A. WELD

Reverend Edic A. Weld, former Holderness School Headmaster, who was 
active in the Plymouth area, passed away on March 11 in Keene. It was 
Rev. Weld who managed to persuade the trustees to rebuild the school 
following the disastrous fire that destroyed the school’s main building in 
1932. (During the year of construction, Holderness school held its classes 
at the third Pemigewasset House Hotel in Plymouth.) (1978)

HAROLD C. FREEMAN (1978)

Harold Freeman, 81, native son and long-time resident of Plymouth, died 
in Florida. He had worked for the Postal Service for 35 years but his first 
love and vocation was the trumpet. He served under General Pershing in 
WWI and played in the Headquarters Regimental Band. Upon his return 
to Plymouth, he played in his uncle John Keniston’s, band and later was its 
director. The Keniston Band concerts on the common are still remembered 
by many Plymouth residents. (And the Wednesday night concerts on the 
common we enjoy today are part of the Keniston-Freeman Concert Series.)

W. CARLTON “CARL” ADAMS 

Plymouth lost one of its favorites with the death of W. Carlton “Carl” 
Adams, owner and operator of Adams Market, on February 15, 1978. 
In an era when service was important to every successful business, Carl 
raised the bar to a new height. He knew every customer by name and 
whether they preferred Maxwell House or Folger’s Choice coffee. The 
store did home delivery from “called in” orders and it was no surprise if 
Carl himself showed up at your door. Carl was a respected businessman 
and served on the Board of Plymouth Guaranty Savings Bank and the 
Board of Associated Grocers. He was active in civic matters belonging to 
both Rotary (President) and the Masons and was a recipient of the Granite 
State Award from Plymouth State College. Plymouth is the lesser by his 
loss. (1978)
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DR. ROBERT BOYD

Long-time science teacher at Plymouth State College, died. Born in 
Lynn, MA, Robert L. Boyd (1893–1978) interrupted his college career 
to enlist in the army during WWI. After his service, Boyd finished his 
bachelor’s degree at Massachusetts State College (now the University of 
Massachusetts) and his Master of Education from the University of New 
Hampshire. Boyd was a professor of science at Plymouth from 1931 to 
1961. A botanist and naturalist, Boyd devised nature trails in Langdon 
Park. He is remembered for the excellent rapport that existed between him 
and his students. (1978)

FRANK HANNAFORD

Plymouth’s oldest resident, Frank Hannaford, holder of the Boston Post 
Cane, died at the age of 96. Frank and his late wife lived in the Lower 
Intervale section of town and they raised their three children there as well 
as thirty-two (32) foster children. (1980)

JOHN GEYER

John Geyer, long time owner of Geyer’s Drug Store (93 Main Street), 
died on April 29, 1980 in Bedford, NH. Mr. Geyer came to Plymouth to 
manage the JJ Newberry store. From 1947 to 1957, he was active at his 
pharmacy. He invented a product called “Kanka” which he manufactured 
and marketed until 1977 when he sold it to Blistex Company of Chicago. 
His daughter, Judy, was featured in a 1959 national campaign promoting 
the use of Clearasil. (Reviewer’s note: The ad also featured local celebrity 
Dennis Day.) (1980)

SHIRLEY OLMSTEAD

One of Plymouth’s favorite doctors, Shirley Olmstead, passed away on 
July 12, 1980. Dr. Olmstead, who delivered babies and cared for the sick 
for more than 44 years, came to Plymouth in 1933. A WWII veteran, he 
was active in the Rotary Club. Dr. Olmstead was always willing to share 
of his time and talent. (1980)
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ARIA CUTTING ROBERTS

Longtime reporter and historian, Aria Roberts, died in Lancaster. Aria had 
worked for the Boston Globe, Manchester Union Leader and Plymouth 
Record for a continuous 46 years. She was also the author of the History 
of Ellsworth, New Hampshire. She was a great steward of Plymouth 
history—and history in general—and a big fan of the Starr King Elm. She 
was presented with the Granite State Award at the Plymouth State College 
graduation ceremony in 1977. (1980?)

DR. BENJAMIN H. SHANKER

Dr. Benjamin H. Shanker, 60, optometrist in Plymouth since 1948, died 
June 13, 1980 after a brief illness. (1980)

MILDRED POTTER

Mildred Potter, 61, beloved Plymouth Area High School teacher and 
former Plymouth Elementary School teacher, died suddenly at her home. 
A graduate of Plymouth Teachers College Class of 1941, she had resided 
in Plymouth for more than 40 years. (1981?)

WILLIAM E. O’BRIEN

William E. O’Brien, 85, long-time merchant in Plymouth and owner of the 
O’Brien Block, died at his home. (1981)

ROBERT C. WAKEFIELD

The year ended on a sad note as longtime lawyer and Plymouth High School 
graduate, Robert C. Wakefield, passed away at 81 years of age. Bob was 
admitted to the New Hampshire Bar in 1924. Among his positions over 
the years were Town Moderator, President of the Rotary Club, Director 
of the Pemigewasset National Bank and Vice President of the Plymouth 
Guaranty Savings Bank. 

MIRIAM E. KENISTON

Miriam E. Keniston, 90, died on February 19, 1982 at her home on Thurlow 
Street. Highly regarded and community minded, Miriam will be missed by 
all who know her. (1982?)
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EDITH GILPATRIC

Edith Gilpatric, Plymouth’s oldest citizen, died at 99 years of age. Her 
parents had the first steamboat on Squam Lake. 

M. WAYNE BOWIE

Former Superintendent of Schools, M. Wayne Bowie, 67, died suddenly 
at his home. Wayne was Superintendent of SAU 48 for 19 years. A WWII 
veteran and 32nd Degree Mason, he was very active in the community. 

CHARLES “MUGGSY” CURRIER

Another sadness enveloped Plymouth with the passing of Charles 
“Muggsy” Currier. Charlie had been involved in sports since his school 
days at Plymouth High School. Since then he had been involved in Little 
League, the Town baseball team, Plymouth State College football and was 
the official caretaker of D&M Park, as was his father before him. Charlie 
worked for the U.S. Postal Service and was at various times a member of 
the School Board and Select Board. He was awarded the Granite State 
Award in 1973. 

MARIE SUZANNE LOIZEAUX

Another Plymouth icon was Marie Suzanne Loizeaux who passed on 
November 28, 1982. She moved to Plymouth with her family in 1925 
where her father practiced dentistry. She was a former editor and publisher 
of The Plymouth Record. Suzanne became a real estate broker in 1949 
and affiliated herself with New Hampshire Colonials until 1975. She also 
served in the State Legislature for ten years and was State Senator in 1951–
1952. She was written up in New Notables in 1955 among the Men and 
Women Who Have Helped Shape the Character of New Hampshire. She 
also served as the Chairperson of the Plymouth Bicentennial Committee 
in 1963. 
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A Decade in Context: 1983–1992
President .......................................... Ronald Reagan (1981–1989) • Geo. H.W. Bush (1989–1993)

Governor ...................................................John H. Sununu (1983–1989) • Judd Gregg (1989–1993)

In the News
Geraldine Ferarro • Jesse Jackson • Rock Hudson dies of AIDS • Collapse of the Berlin 
Wall • Space shuttle Challenger explodes • US bombs Lybia to deter terrorist strikes on 
US targets • Iran Contra Scandal (arms for hostages) • Exxon Valdez Oil Spill
Gulf War • Branch Davidian compound burned down in Waco, TX • Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)  Tiananmen Square • Famine in Ethiopia  • 1984 Olympic Boy-
cotts • Global Warming John Lennon Shot• Margaret Thatcher

Cost of Living (Beginning of Decade–End of Decade)
Income ...............................$18,639–$28,698* New car............................................................. $7,200
New house ..................$89,800–$144,100* Gallon of gas ...............................  $1.22– $1.13
Monthly rent ..............................................$251* Minimum wage ......................... $3.35– $4.25
* Average income for women ...................$8,870–$16,027*

Pop Culture
Technology Space Shuttle • Human Genome Project • Camcorders • CDs • World Wide 
Web • Mobile Phones
Fads .............................Valley Girls • Lite Foods • Aerobics • Minivans • Soccer Moms • MTV 
Words/Phrases ...................................................................................................... Just Say No • Grody • Nerd
Fashion ...........................................................................................Leg Warmers • Big Hair • Shoulder Pads
Toys ...............................Smurfs • Cabbage Patch Dolls • Nintendo • Game Box • Rubik’s Cube

Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles • Barbie (all ethnicities)
Children’s Books ..................................  Sarah, Plain and Tall • Jumanji • The Polar Express
Books ................ The Color Purple • Texas • The  Golden Compass • Diana, Her True Story
Movies ..Flashdance • Footloose • Dirty Dancing • On Golden Pond • ET • The Big Chill

 Back to the Future • The Breakfast Club • Fatal Attraction • Driving Miss Daisy
Celebrities ....................Mel Gibson • Michael Douglas • Patrick Swayze • Molly Ringwald

 Kevin Bacon • Nicolas Cage • Sean Penn • Tom Cruise • Glenn Close • Eddie Murphy
Micahel J. Fox

Musicians ........Madonna • Bruce Springsteen • Bonnie Raitt • Billie Joel • Kenny Rogers
 U2 • Whitney Houston • MC Hammer • Michael Jackson • Vanilla Ice • ABBA
The Police • Culture Club • Duran Duran

Songs ................Physical • Vision of Love • Living on a Prayer • We Are the World • Thriller
TV Shows .....................................Roseanne • The Cosby Show • Cheers • Golden Girls • Oprah

The Wonder Years • America’s Funniest Home Videos • CNN • Baywatch 
Dukes of Hazzard • CHiPS • Growing Pains • Family Ties • Miami Vice

Sports .............Bo Jackson • Mark Maguire • Wayne Gretzky • Larry Bird • Magic Johnson
Mike Tyson • Doug Flutie • Joe Montana • Pete Rose (Banned for Life) • 
William “The Refrigerator” Perry • Mary Lou Retton

 



65

1983–1992

1983–1992 
Compiled by Judith & Paul Floyd

The decade 1983–1993 proved to be a decade of growth and changing 
societal needs. The townspeople in Plymouth made choices to repurpose 
buildings that were important to the town’s heritage and to protect natural 
resources for future generations. 

CONGREGATIONAL  CHURCH  FIRE 

Plymouth has often been described as a quiet little college town nestled in 
the White Mountains. On Tuesday, September 6, 1983 the peacefulness was 
disturbed by a fire that nearly destroyed our beloved white church on the 
Common, the Plymouth Congregational Church. Clouds of breathtaking 
smoke hid the sky and the piercing sound of the fire department’s 
emergency radios woke the townspeople from sleep. 

Several witnesses spotted the blaze at 3:50 am and phoned the fire 
department which immediately responded. According to Fire Chief Louis 
Sleeper, when the firefighters arrived, they found a Plymouth police cruiser 
ablaze and the fire had already spread into the roof of the church.

It took firefighters several hours to bring the fire under control, and parts 
of Main Street were closed for the entire day until the stubborn blaze could 
be stopped. 

Plymouth Police Chief Donald Young said the cruiser had been in service 
until 2:00 am. When the car was parked, it was left about four feet from 
the building. 
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Plymouth Congregational Church
The historic church, built in 1836, burns in the early morning darkness.

The remains of the church are a somber backdrop for the 1983 Veterans’ Day ceremony.
The new church nears completion with the addition of its steeple.  

Top and bottom photos courtesy Plymouth Congregational Church • Photographers—T: Paul Leavitt, WVFD • B: Tink Taylor
Middle photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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Officials from the State Fire Marshall’s Office were called in to investigate 
the cause of the blaze, and they pinpointed the cruiser as the origin. No 
exact cause was ever announced to the public; arson was suspected, but 
never proven. 

Batchelder Tree Service provided a crane to stabilize the structure 
temporarily until some action could be taken. Later in the day, a large 
crane was brought in from Merrimack to rescue the Hobart Bell (cast by 
George Holbrook, an apprentice of Paul Revere) and the weathervane. 

On October 23, 1983 the church members decided to rebuild on the same 
site. The white church on the Common would return.  

RETURN  OF  THE  CHURCH  TO  THE  COMMON 

Almost a year and nine months after the fire that destroyed their 147-year-
old building, the people of the Plymouth Congregational Church (United 
Church of Christ) moved into the church’s newly built meetinghouse, the 
fourth in its long history. To witness the steeple arriving on a flatbed truck 
and then being lifted up on the top of the church gave those who saw it a 
memory that will stay in their hearts forever. Guy Allen rang the Holbrook 
bell at the church for years and he gave the bell a few rings before it was 
raised to its new home. “What really needs to be dedicated here are the 
people, not the building,” said Rev. Michael Henderson, co-pastor with 
his wife Jane.    

HISTORIC  DISTRICT 

It took several years and a great deal of work to realize the goal of 
establishing the Plymouth Historic District. Checking with the National 
Register of Historic Places about how to treat the outside of the courthouse, 
already on the Register, members were encouraged to establish the 
Plymouth Historic District. It was not an easy goal to achieve.  

The Plymouth Historical Society appointed a committee, with Julie Rand 
and Rachel Keniston as its co-chairs, to prepare the necessary paperwork 
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Plymouth’s Historic District—National Register of Historic Places, 1986
Top: Congregational Church (1836) and former Grafton County Courthouse (1889)
Middle: Plymouth Public Library (1774) and Pemigewasset National Bank (1885)

Bottom: United States Post Office (1936)
Images courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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and to do the needed research. The pages of historical evidence, photos, 
drawings, and applications that had to be completed and compiled was 
proof of the dedication of the Plymouth Historical Society. 

The five buildings in the district represented the political, religious, 
literary, and commercial history of the community. The district was to 
include the Town Common, the U.S. Post Office (site of The Old Brick), 
the old Pemigewasset National Bank Building (now Wolfson’s Jewelers), 
the Congregational Church, the Plymouth Town Hall (formerly the 
Courthouse), and the Plymouth Public Library (the old Daniel Webster 
Courthouse, now the Plymouth Historical Museum). The committee 
discovered that buildings had to be abutting each other, so Rounds Hall 
could not be included. Complicating matters was the missing church 
building, destroyed by fire, but because the church site represented a 
continuous religious presence on the Common it could be included. 
Defining this common area as historic would both bring an awareness 
of history to the townspeople and would protect the buildings for future 
generations. 

In 1986 the Plymouth Historical District was approved and soon after a three-
day Historic District Celebration took place at the Congregational Church. 
Nearly three hundred people attended. Included in the “See Plymouth As It 
Was,” exhibit, were an antique dress exhibit, a Draper Maynard room, and 
a school room. Many people attending the exhibit expressed the idea that 
the Plymouth Historical Society would need a home. 

RACHEL  KENISTON’S  GIFT  

From her front porch, Rachel Keniston had a bird’s eye view of the pond 
and dam at Fox Pond Park. The dam was now considered a “hazard and 
menace”. The town had been under pressure for some time from the State 
to either repair it or remove it. 

Raised in Plymouth, Rachel had many fond memories of the pond. She 
remembered the ice operations where Plummer Fox harvested blocks of 
ice for people’s ice boxes at home. Fox Pond was later used for swimming 
and recreation until bacteria in the water caused it to be closed.  
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Ice Cutting on Fox Pond in Later Years — 1954
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Rachel Keniston c. 1980s and The Keniston Home, “Whispering Pines”
Rachel grew up in this house and returned to it in her later years. The property is across 

from Fox Pond Park. It is currently the home of Rachel’s great nephew,
Rodger Ellsworth, and his family.

Photos courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • House photo George G. Clark Collection
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Retired as a highly respected math teacher in California, and author of a 
nationally acclaimed geometry text, Rachel had the energy and plans to 
make a difference in Plymouth. She saw a way to help. Owning 18.3 acres 
of forest adjoining Fox Pond, Rachel donated the property to the town so 
that it could be used to receive a federal matching grant to repair the dam 
and restore a pond. 

In 1981 Merelise O’Connor became Plymouth’s Parks and Recreation 
Director. One of her first goals was to meet Rachel and to further the idea 
of a matching grant. They forged ahead with great success. Rachel’s gift 
made Plymouth eligible for a federal matching grant totaling $24,300. 

When project bids were higher than expected, Merelise went to see Delbert 
Downing, Director of the State Water Resources Board. She explained that 
Plymouth had money to construct a by-pass pond, but the town had no 
money to have an engineer design the work. She asked if State engineers 
would do it. 

Mr. Downing responded that his department normally did not provide 
such work for local projects, but he did supply engineering specifications 
for a new by-pass pond. The high regard that citizens held for Rachel 
prompted many to donate their services. Surveyors John and Kevin French 
volunteered many hours of their time to prepare a site map and subdivision 
of the property. George Ray completed the extensive legal work for no 
charge. Contractor Richard Hallberg of Earth Construction of New 
Hampton also agreed to do the work for the amount available although his 
bid was originally higher. 

At the re-dedication of Fox Pond Park and Keniston Woodlands, Bill 
Wilkinson, Chairman of the Parks and Recreation Commission, referred 
to Rachel as the “First Lady of Plymouth” and to Merelise O’Connor as 
“a dozen roses.” 
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Spring Flood — 1987
As viewed from I-93 at Exit 25, looking west towards town

Photo courtesy Louise Samaha McCormack.
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THE  CARE  OF  SHADE  TREES  IN  PLYMOUTH 

Looking at a budget item at the town meeting prompted a concerned 
citizen to ask why the town budgets money to take care of the trees in 
public places when nothing was ever done. 

After a discussion, responsibility for street trees was granted to the Parks 
and Recreation Department. In September 1983, the Board of Selectmen 
adopted an ordinance for the Care of Shade Trees and a committee was 
established. 

The purpose of the committee was to study, investigate, plan, advise, and 
recommend any action for the care, preservation, trimming, planting, 
and/or removal of trees and shrubs in public ways. This was a program 
designed to protect the natural beauty of our town. The street trees were 
to be inventoried immediately. Ken Sutherland and the UNH Cooperative 
Extension Service gave assistance to the project. Subsequently ninety-nine 
trees were found to be in poor condition and twenty-eight were dead or 
dying. The program received a National Award and Plymouth was named 
a “Tree City, U.S.A.” by the National Arbor Day Foundation.

HEAVY  RAINS  CAUSE
PEMI  AND  BAKER  RIVERS  TO  FLOOD  IN  1987 

Spring flooding in the Plymouth area had almost become commonplace 
but the heavy rains that fell this year caused some of the worst flooding 
seen in the Pemigewasset River since 1936. The combination of heavy 
rains and snow melt caused the Pemi to rise nine feet over flood stage by 
the time it crested at 9:00 am, forcing forty families and eleven businesses 
to evacuate.   

Norm’s Gulf Station recorded a new high watermark on their building 
of over seven feet. The results of the disaster were readily apparent at 
Plymouth State College’s PE Center. The fields were covered by sand 
dunes while fences, backstops, tennis courts, irrigation equipment and 
much more were totally destroyed. 
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“New” Plymouth Police Department — 1990
Renovated Easter Seal building located on Route 3 North.

(As of publication, new facilities to replace the aging and outdated police and
fire buildings have been in the planning stages for many years.)

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Plymouth Town Hall
Pre-renovation (note antennas, large roof vent, windows, and flashing)

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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Several businesses along the Tenney Mountain Highway in Plymouth, as 
well as homes located near the shores of the Baker River, sustained flood 
damage. The state, the college, local contractors, and the New Hampshire 
Fish and Wildlife Department were all involved in the recovery plan to 
stabilize the river banks.

TOWN  HALL —TEAR  DOWN  OR  RENOVATE 

In the Sixties, the town used federal revenue sharing money to buy the 
former courthouse from the county to be used as a town hall and police 
station. For many years it served as a state district court, the Plymouth 
police station, and housed town offices. A long term vision for the building 
was never formed and very little updating had been done to the building. 

As the town grew, and federal public building requirements were added, 
it was impossible for this 1800s building to provide the space needed for 
three distinct functions. The legislature appropriated funds for a new state 
court and the court moved to a temporary location until a new facility on 
Green Street was ready. The police department had moved to its current 
North Main Street location. The Plymouth Village Water and Sewer 
District offices had been relocated earlier. 

A committee was formed comprising the town administrator, Merelise 
O’Connor, and other community leaders. All members wanted to save the 
Town Hall, but the first feasibility study showed the cost to be prohibitive. 
Abandoning or selling the building was even considered, but there was 
very little support for that. Other locations, such as the Hitchiner property 
were part of the discussion. 

Committee members continued to work together to plan for a town hall 
renovation. An architect submitted a modest renovation plan that would 
address the current needs of the town and repair the neglected, but 
beautiful, historic, brick building. The plan was submitted to voters as a 
bond issue at town meeting in 1995.  

A study of the important architectural details of this Romanesque building 
discovered the original tri-pyramid ceiling supported by scissor trusses and 
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The friendly grocers at Adam’s Market, Main Street c. 1940s
At its first location, which is now part of Noyes Insurance.

First full-time crew: Unknown, Unknown, Milton Pettengill, Bernie Mergatroy,
Carl Adams, Del Chellis, and Harlen Quint.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photograph donated by Dale Chellis • Photographer Ben Sargent  

Plymouth Book Exchange— c. 1980s
One of the new businesses located in the former J.J. Newberry location.

(The Plymouth Book Exchange closed in 2013 and the space is once again vacant.)
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society 
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king posts. It was covered by acoustic ceiling tiles before the renovation 
and had not been seen for generations. The renovation uncovered it and it 
is now the ceiling over the public meeting room for all to admire. 

At the town meeting in March, the $750,000 bond issue failed to gain 
the 2/3 majority by only thirteen votes. There was a favorable vote to 
reconsider and the town meeting was set to reconvene in June. The 
committee trimmed the budget to $690,000 and when voters met again to 
reconsider the plan, the bond issue was approved.  

The renovation budget was so tight there was no money for unforeseen 
construction problems or for extras. Patti and Scott Biederman provided 
the sign on the front of the building which is in keeping with other signage 
downtown. Two thousand, eight hundred dollars was raised from private 
donors for the granite counter tops that symbolized the long-lasting service 
of the town to its citizens, and matched the ancient granite of the front steps. 

In the next decade the construction of the new Plymouth courthouse by the 
river occurred. It is important to note that the witness stand and judge’s 
bench from the old courtroom were given by the town to be installed in 
the new juvenile court, combining the historic with the new. The old jury 
chairs are now installed in the back of the new, upstairs meeting room in 
Town Hall.   

CHANGES  ON  MAIN  STREET 

Some old familiar buildings on Main Street underwent changes, but kept 
their original appearances. The Fox Block has long been a Plymouth 
landmark. (There have been various buildings built by the Fox family on 
this site over the years. The current building was constructed in 1931 after 
the three-story building built in 1895 was consumed in the Tufts block fire. 
The Tufts Block stood on the current site of Northway Bank.) During this 
decade, the classic brick building was divided into office units for sale. 
The Rollins Building, built in 1893, was also subdivided into business 
condominiums. New businesses moved into the former J.J. Newberry 
building, which closed after forty years as a downtown business and had 
stood vacant for more than six years. The last full grocery on Main Street, 
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Silver Cultural Arts Center, Plymouth State College—Built 1992
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University

The George Gallup Clark Home c. 1928—Built 1800
Since expanded, it is the current home of Harris Family Furniture.

The dirt road in the foreground has been replaced by Tenney Mountain Highway.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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Adam’s Super Market, closed its doors in 1988. The owners found that 
people no longer did their full grocery shopping while downtown.   

There was loss of small industry—not just on Main Street, but for the town 
of Plymouth in general—when the Rochester Shoe Tree Company closed 
its plant in 1988. The shoe tree company was located in the former Draper 
and Maynard Building. (The brick D&M building was built in 1910 after a 
fire destroyed the original national headquarters of the now defunct D&M 
Sporting Goods Co. which was located on the same site.) The college 
acquired this building in 1993. After extensive renovation the former D&M 
building became the home to PSC’s Art Department and Health and Human 
Performance Department. In addition, the Karl Drerup Gallery, located on 
the first floor, presents professional exhibitions, lectures, films and other 
regular events. The first and fourth floors hosts a permanent display of D&M 
memorabilia and the several visits made by Babe Ruth and the Red Sox.  

Plymouth State College renovated Silver Hall into the Silver Cultural 
Arts Center for study and performance in music, theater, dance, and 
media in 1992. 

The Pemi Bank opened new pocket banks (ATMs) in Plymouth and 
ninety-one year old Paul Durgin was the first customer. South Main Street 
continued to be calling businesses as the old Heal’s Garage was renovated 
to house the Community Guaranty Savings Bank and other businesses. 

OTHER  CHANGES  IN  TOWN

Harris Brothers, a long-established furniture store on Main Street, bought 
the historic George Clark House on Tenney Mountain Highway. Built in 
1800 by Col. Samuel Wells and operated as a stagecoach inn, the property 
gave the company twice the space of its downtown store. 

Plaza Village Condominiums provided businesses a new location in West 
Plymouth. Residents wondered what effect this development of Tenney 
Mountain Highway would have on Main Street as Hatch Plaza expanded 
as well. The promise of Tenney Mountain Ski Area expansion during this 
time might have been a reason to move west. 
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M. Suzanne Loizeaux House—Built 1845
Ready to move to its new location at 620 Tenney Mountain Highway,

Mary Cooney and sons watch the process. 
Photo courtesy Representative Mary Cooney.

PHOTOS

PRSC Construction

Plymouth Railroad Station—Built 1910
Renovations begin to turn the old railroad station into the new senior center.

Photo courtesy Union Leader • Photographer Paula Tracy.
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Tenney Mountain Plaza builders were going to tear down a lovely old 1845 
Cape that was once the home of Sue Loizeaux, a prominent Plymouth 
resident and our first woman state senator.  Mike and Mary Cooney, loving 
old homes and knowing Sue, bought and moved the house to save it from 
destruction. (The house served as an office for their business, Concord 
Motorsports, for years. It has since been used by many other businesses 
and organizations and is currently the home of Peabody & Smith Realty.)

THE  PLYMOUTH  RAILROAD  STATION  BECOMES
THE  PLYMOUTH  REGIONAL  SENIOR  CENTER 

“A railroad station is a memory bank for people” was one of the things 
Bob Crowley learned from spearheading the campaign to secure a site for 
the Plymouth Regional Senior Center.   

After years of hard work and consideration of several properties, the 
deserted Plymouth Railroad Station was suggested as a centrally located 
site that was big enough to house all senior services. A building inspection 
found the station to be sound, but with wear on the roof and trusses. 

As the committee members proceeded to make this possibility a reality, 
there were still obstacles ahead. An incubator business group had received 
grants from the town in 1986 to create business opportunities in the area.  
It went defunct the following year leaving a mortgage. There were tax 
liens on both the station and the land on which it sat (the land was owned 
by someone else) which would make the cost of the building too much for 
the seniors. 

Voters approved the sale of both the depot building and the land it sits 
on to the Grafton County Senior Citizens Council (GCSCC) for the sum 
of $1.00. GCSCC wrote the community block grant. The town applied 
for and received a community block grant totaling $700,000 to fund the 
center. An important outcome is that the town got controlling interest of 
the building again. 

The community raised an additional $300,000 for furnishings, site work, 
and the building’s upkeep. Even though grants and donations provided 
necessary funding, money was still tight. Bob Crowley related that this is 
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Speare Memorial Hospital Expansions
Photos courtesy Speare Memorial Hospital
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when the history of the building started to reappear. A man from Florida 
visited the center and said that he wanted to help because his father had 
worked at the station for many years. He donated $5,000. Another man 
came to say that his father first saw his mother at the station and he wanted 
to help. There was painting to be done and volunteers appeared. When 
there was a shortage of supplies several local businesses offered materials. 

Bob Crowley concluded, saying this project—making the railroad station 
a real asset to Plymouth once again—was one of the best projects of his 
life. The cherished memories and community spirit that evolved from this 
endeavor remained with all who worked so hard to make the Senior Center 
a reality. (In 1993 the Plymouth Regional Senior Center opened its doors 
providing meals and other services for the region’s seniors. In addition, 
many organizations use it for meeting space and the facility is also rented 
as a function hall.) 

 SPEARE  MEMORIAL  HOSPITAL  EXPANSION 

In 1986 the hospital was renovated adding ten thousand square feet and 
new equipment at a cost of $ 2.1 million. Improvements were made in all 
departments and an intensive care unit was added.  The year 1988 brought 
a new operating suite and space for storage. 

The history of Sceva Speare Hospital and the hospitals that preceded it is 
one with evidence of a growing community involvement down through 
the years. The hospital has always been a community facility and local 
residents have continually raised funds to insure quality health care.

IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION 

In 1984 the high 1A rating of both the Plymouth Elementary School and 
the Plymouth Area High School indicated they met all criteria in forty-
four standards of the State’s classification system. The Building Trades 
Class at the Plymouth Area Vocational Center was selected by the National 
Department of Education as one of the seventeen exemplary programs in 
New England.  
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Photo or Plan for Elementary School

High School

Plymouth Elementary School 2013—Built 1990
Located on Old Ward Bridge Road off Highland Street. (Notice the solar panels.)

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Plymouth Regional High School 2013—Built 1970
Located on Old Ward Bridge Road off Highland Street.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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PAHS students won state and national awards in academics, leadership, 
music, home economics, industrial arts, and theater.  French and Spanish 
classes took trips to France and Spain. Our high school was chosen to 
represent New Hampshire on NBC’s Chronicle television show. 

The New Hampshire high school football ‘Coach of the Decade,’ Chuck 
Lenahan, who led the Plymouth Area High School Bobcats, was inducted 
into the New Hampshire High School Coaches Hall of Fame. Also during 
this time soccer was added as a choice for high school students. 

In 1986 it became clear that a growing school population required attention. 
Two districts in Supervisory Union 48 had already formed Building Needs 
Study Committees. After pursuing all kinds of possibilities, Dr. Ed Wixson, 
chairman of the Plymouth Building Committee, presented the findings to 
the Plymouth School Board. The recommendation included a plan “to 
build a new K–8 six-hundred-pupil elementary school on a parcel of land 
located behind the SAU office. The report went on to recommend that a 
Cooperative 9–12 school district be formed utilizing the current schools 
and sites as a location. 

Previously the high school was an “AREA” high school, whereby sending 
towns only paid tuition. With the Regional concept everyone would 
divide the costs and have a say about how the school is run. The present 
elementary school adjoined the high school. Using the entire facility for 
the high school made sense. 

With Plymouth and the surrounding towns purchasing the old elementary 
school and high school for use as the new regional high school, Plymouth 
would have the money it needed to build the new elementary school. It 
took a while for the seven sending towns to agree to this solution. At the 
first meeting that took place at the college PE Center, Ed Wixson talked 
about the urgency of a “yes” vote. In front of all present he reminded them 
that the meeting was being held at the college because of the space problem 
at the high school. He said the vote was so important the “no” side of the 
ballot should be torn up and chewed. He then demonstrated how to do it! 
Despite his efforts, the vote failed. It was a vision that stayed in the voters’ 
minds and at the subsequent meeting the next year the regional concept 
passed. The new school was named Plymouth Regional High School.  
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Plymouth Public Library
Top: Interior Plymouth Public Library (Daniel Webster Courthouse)

(c. 1890s and c. 1960s)
Middle: Pease Public Library (Built 1991, photo c. 2010)

Bottom: Story Time (c. 2009) and Craft Time in the expanded Children’s Room (2013)
T&M: Photos courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • B: Photos courtesy Pease Public Library • BR: Photographer Tanya Robbins
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PEASE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

By the 1980s Plymouth Public Library was bursting at its seams. The 34' 
x 34' one-room former courthouse had long outgrown its capacity. The 
Young Ladies Library Association, the organization who gave Plymouth 
its first library, saw an opportunity to provide a larger library for the 
community.

One of the Young Ladies, Charlotte Pease, cherished her memories of 
growing up in Plymouth. Employed in Boston for years, she retired to 
her childhood home. When she passed in 1982 she left her estate to the 
Congregational Church, the Young Ladies Library Association and the 
Sceva Speare Hospital. The Young Ladies Library Association, under the 
watch of Betty Batchelder and Julie Rand, carefully invested the money 
during the boom years of the 1980s. In 1987, a Library Development 
Committee was formed to oversee the building of a new facility with John 
P. Clark serving as chair. Pat Topham was the library director at the time. 
Many locations in Plymouth were explored. 

The Pemigewasset National Bank had purchased the Pease property at 
1 Russell Street with the idea of building a second story onto the bank and 
adding a parking lot for bank employees. When the price for this addition 
proved to be prohibitive, Fletcher Adams, president of the bank, asked 
the Library Development Committee if they would be interested in the 
property. All members agreed that they were. 

Much research was done to see if the Pease house could be used for the 
new library. After all investigation was completed the committee was 
unanimous that the Pease homestead could not be renovated to meet the 
needs of the library and a new building was needed. Some relatives of the 
Pease family were quite upset with the decision, but it was a practical one 
that had to be made. 

The new 6,000 square foot Pease Public Library opened in January 1991, 
on land generously donated by the Pemigewasset National Bank. The 
house in which Charlotte and Harl Pease, Jr. spent their childhood had 
been situated on this land, and the new library was named in their honor. 
The parking lot, still owned by the bank, is jointly shared with the library. 
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Plymouth Historical Museum
Opening Day—November 1991

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Plymouth Historical Museum  Ribbon Cutting—November 1991
Betty Batchelder and Rachel Keniston

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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PLYMOUTH  HISTORICAL  MUSEUM

With the town library in a brand new home, the former location (the 
Daniel Webster Courthouse) was now vacant. The owners of the building, 
the Young Ladies Library Association, wanted to find a new use for this 
‘treasure of a building’ that tells the story of Plymouth. 

In 1774, even before the Revolutionary War, early Plymouth settlers 
built the courthouse to show their respect for justice. It was one of 
two courthouses built in Grafton County. It was later called the Daniel 
Webster Courthouse because famed orator and statesman Daniel Webster 
litigated one of his first cases in this building. The small building was 
moved several times over the years and served a variety of uses—a paint 
shop, a school and a wheelwright shop. In 1876, Senator Henry W. Blair 
bought the dilapidated courthouse, arranged its relocation behind the new 
courthouse (where it still sits), and had it restored. He then presented it 
to the Young Ladies Library Association, and so it served as Plymouth’s 
town library—for 112 years! 

Honoring Senator Blair’s vision for the building, the Young Ladies chose 
to offer its use to the Plymouth Historical Society as a home for the 
collections of historic artifacts that were scattered around town in society 
members’ barns and attics. In 1990 Rachel Keniston cut the ribbon opening 
the Plymouth Historical Museum. Today, this ‘eyewitness’ to Plymouth’s 
history continues to welcome visitors, sharing Plymouth’s proud past. 

ATTENTION  TO  OUR  TOWN  

Attention was paid to our town in the state capital of Concord as Walter 
Murphy was appointed to the State Supreme Court. Walter would join 
another lawyer, Plymouth native and Supreme Court Justice William L. 
Batchelder. 

In the State Hall of Flags, New Hampshire paid a lasting tribute to its 59 
recipients of the Congressional Medal of Honor. One of the recipients was 
Army Air Corps Captain Harl Pease, Jr.. Plymouth’s hero, Captain Pease was 
a pilot on an aircraft bombing mission and went mission in action on August 
6, 1947. It was later confirmed he was killed while a prisoner of war.
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Capt. Harl Pease, Jr.
Photos courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Memorial photograph by Lisa Lundari

The Fort at No: 4 and Eva Augusta Clough Speare
L: Photo courtesy The Fort at No: 4 Living History Museum • R: Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

Niels Nielsen, first official caretaker of the Old Man of the Mountains
Photo and post card image courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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Plymouth will always remember Eva Speare as one of our leading 
citizens and one who preserved history through articles and her book, 
Twenty Decades in Plymouth, New Hampshire. Eva was also one of the 
most influential people promoting the reconstruction of Old Fort #4 in 
Charlestown, New Hampshire. In honor of Eva Speare’s strong support, 
the Ensign Obadiah Sartwell Province House at The Fort at No: 4 was 
dedicated in her memory on June 30, 1985. 

Niels Nielsen of Plymouth, the guardian of the Old Man of the Mountain, 
expressed amazement at all the national media coverage of the work he and 
his son David were doing. Coverage included People magazine, Channel 4 
Evening Magazine, and the NBC Today show. The Christian Herald and 
Concord’s Channel 21 have also interviewed and taken photographs of them. 

Even as we rejoiced in the accomplishments of our present citizens we 
did not forget our heroes of the past. During Memorial Day ceremonies, 
the Harl Pease Monument in front of town hall was dedicated with local 
dignitaries and representatives from Pease Air Force Base present. The 
monument was unveiled by Dick and Ruth Sherman who spearheaded the 
establishment of this monument.

Unfortunately the tragedy of two murders brought Plymouth less positive 
media attention. A highly regarded math teacher, Janice Froncek, was 
murdered. Her husband was found guilty and indicted for first-degree 
murder by a Grafton County Grand Jury.

In September of 1991, the Assistant Registrar at Plymouth State College, 
Theresa Reed, was found murdered in her apartment on Highland Street. 
The killer was not found, and the possibility that the murder was random 
rocked the community. (In 2012, State Police detectives assigned to the 
Cold Case Unit reopened the case and began re-investigating Theresa 
Reed’s murder. Eventually, enough progress was made to allow the case to 
be presented to the Grafton County Grand Jury in July 2013. As a result of 
that presentation, the Grand Jury returned two indictments charging Craig 
W. Conkey, age 46, of Shirley, Massachusetts, with First-Degree Murder 
[murder during commission of a burglary] and an alternative count of 
Reckless Second-Degree Murder, for causing the death of Theresa Reed.
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Craig W. Conkey is currently incarcerated in Massachusetts. The next step 
in the process will be for New Hampshire authorities to lodge a detainer 
against Mr. Conkey in Massachusetts and then seek his transfer to New 
Hampshire to stand trial for Theresa Reed’s murder.)  

THE  PASSING  OF  LEADERS  IN  OUR  COMMUNITY 

STEPHEN W. SMITH 

Plymouth lost its devoted public servant, Steve Smith. He served the town 
in many roles: Village Water and Sewer Commissioner, School Moderator, 
President of the Pemigewasset National Bank, a member of the Governor’s 
Council, and a State Senator. 

JAMES JOSEPH HOGAN 

Professor James Joseph Hogan, a Plymouth State professor for 29 years, 
passed away. He was well known and respected for being the faculty 
advisor to the Model United Nations General Assembly. He wrote his own 
personal history entitled, Where My Viewpoints Crossed.    

JOHN C. FOLEY 

John C. Foley, a retired dean of Plymouth State College, who had coached 
basketball and baseball at the college passed away. His basketball teams 
won three New England State Conference Titles while his baseball team 
also won three conference titles. The college gym was named after Dean 
Foley, who is also a member of the PSC College Hall of Fame. 

SAM CLAY 

Sam Clay, a lifelong resident of Plymouth and co-owner of Clay’s 
Newsstand. 

LT. STEPHEN H. BATCHELDER 

In 1987 memorial services were held for Navy Lt. Stephen H. Batchelder, 
30, who was one of seven crew members of an EA-38 Skywarrior jet that 
crashed while trying to land on the USS Nimitz. Stephen graduated first 
in his class of pilots training and had been presented with the Navy Gold 
Star for his participation in the successful interception of the airliner that 
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carried the hijackers of the ship Achilles Lauro. He is survived by his two 
children, Matthew and Lisa, his wife Karlene, five younger siblings, and 
his parents, Justice William Batchelder and Elizabeth Batchelder. 

ROBERT PAQUETTE 

Plymouth mourned the loss of 18-year-old Robert Paquette who passed 
away from a motorcycle accident. He was highly respected by all who 
knew him. He was a three-sport letterman and was team captain for all his 
sports. At the Plymouth High commencement he received the award for 
“Outstanding Athlete.” 

OTHER  DECADE  INITIATIVES 

There were several other initiatives that our town leaders put forth during 
this decade that deserve mention. 

1983 The Plymouth School Board was one of the first to allow a student 
member (Aisling Farrington).  

1983 Plymouth State College and the Plymouth Schools had many 
cooperative projects: 

 • Ten students per year received scholarships. 
 • The Assistant Superintendent served on the special PSC 
  faculty study group. 
 • PSC assisted the Park and Recreation Department. 
 • A class from PSC assisted with the school census, etc. 
 • Town Gown Summits were planned to help with 
  communication between families in neighborhoods and 
  college students in neighborhoods.  

1985 Carolyn Kent was the first woman selectperson in Plymouth. 

1986    Plymouth worked toward its goal of economic development with 
other towns and started a revolving loan fund in conjunction with 
the Community Development Block Grant. 
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 Representatives from nine towns worked on an overlay zoning 
plan to promote protection and preservation of the Pemigewasset 
River’s shorefront. The goals of the council were to implement a 
long-range corridor management plan to promote the integrity and 
naturalness of the river and its forested shorelines. 

 The proposed inter-municipal agreement between the Plymouth 
District and the Town of Ashland for the purpose of sewerage 
treatment facilities passed. The project required the construction 
of a pumping station at Plymouth’s present treatment plant to 
pump wastewater to the Ashland plant and upgrading of the plant. 

 Selectmen voted to expand the Village Water and Sewer boundary 
lines out to Tenney Mountain Highway. 

 The Reverend Bayard Hancock Human Services Center was 
dedicated. People in need were not getting the help that was 
available and this center would help unify services. 

 A parking committee of town officials and Main Street business-
men held a brainstorming session for paving and upgrading Green 
Street from Bridge Street to the train depot including parking areas 
on each side of the street and greening up the riverfront area.  The 
town announced a two hour parking limit placed on the parking 
meters located adjacent to the town hall. PSC freshmen had to 
park at the Field House using 250 added parking spaces. 

 Conservation and Planning Boards worked together to present a 
good wetlands district ordinance to be added to the Master Plan. 

 The Plymouth Planning Board adopted an addition to the Master 
Plan regarding excavation regulations and the design requirements 
section of the subdivision requirements. Sixty-seven acres of land 
on Fairgrounds Road was set aside for industrial use. 

1987 Plymouth was recognized as a designated Bicentennial Community 
by the Commission of the Bicentennial of the United States 
Constitution. Janice Gallinger was the chairperson. Historical 
exhibits and displays from area historical societies and programs 



95

1983–1992

were part of our celebration. A panel of ten lawyers, judges, and tax 
persons discussed such things as privacy and the U.S. Constitution. 

 The Committees for Gifted and Talented Education raised $9,000 
for the Plymouth SAU to spend in different ways. 

1988 The Planning Board voted to expand the single-family zone. 

1989 The churches bought a residence for the Homeless Shelter (called 
the Pemi Bridge House) on Green Street. 

1990 Plymouth entered an agreement with State Cable TV Corporation 
to operate the Pemi Baker Community Access Media Channel. A 
listing of community events and messages will be available. 

1991 The Town of Plymouth acquired a conservation easement on a 
1100 acre tract on Plymouth Mountain. The New Hampshire Land 
Conservation Investment Program granted $ 200,000 to the town 
for the purchase. 

 These state funds were leveraged through gifts by three other 
landowners in Plymouth. Suzanne Newton donated 76 acres.  Ruth 
and Henry Walter donated 87 acres on either side of Glove Hollow 
Brook. Al and Bertha Fauver also donated a conservation easement 
on 104 acres of important forest land and wildlife habitat near the 
Plymouth tract. 

 Plymouth Town Planner, Chris Northrop, explained that the land 
acquisition was harmonious with the goals in the newly completed 
Master Plan for Plymouth. The goal to protect open space reflects 
the desires of the townspeople as indicated in the Community 
Attitude Survey. 

1991 Smith Covered Bridge was deemed unsafe and the Covered Bridge 
Committee set a goal of $270,000 to restore the wooden covered 
bridge. 

1992 Students from the University of Massachusetts presented plans for 
developing the riverfront to the town officials. 
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Rainbow Falls at the Walter Newton Natural Area
Photo courtesy Lisa Doner

Summer Street—1970s
Now University Way, the primary path and green space running across campus.

University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,
Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University
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 The Heritage Trail route got approval. The trail committee worked 
closely with the Plymouth Historical Society to plan a trail that 
combined local history with recreation and enjoyment of open 
spaces. 

 In an historic moment Plymouth State College turned over a 
parcel of land at the corner of Cummings and Langdon Streets, in 
exchange for the town allowing the college to take over the streets 
within the college core—Summer Street and Highland Avenue.

 The Community Council representing civic, church, business, 
school, and community services, and led by two local women, Gina 
Kelly and Ellen Young, coordinated the first Parents’ Conference 
and others were held in following years. Well-known parenting 
speakers and child development experts delivered seminars free 
of charge. Childcare was provided by college students to make it 
easier for parents to attend.         

———————

With a foundation of decisions that included long-range problem solving 
and a respect for its heritage laid down between the years of 1983 to 1992, 
Plymouth was ready to face the challenges and possibilities of the next 
decade. 
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A Decade in Context: 1993–2002
President ...................................William J. Clinton (1993–2001) • George W. Bush (2001–2009)

Governor .............................................Steven Merrill (1993–1997) • Jeanne Shaheen (1997–2003)
In the News

Bomb explodes in World Trade Center • Branch Davidians standoff • “Storm of the 
Century” • Don’t ask, don’t tell • NAFTA • Oklahoma City bombing • O. J. Simpson 
acquitted • Government shutdown • Olympic Park bombing • Dow Jones plummets • 
House impeaches Clinton over Lewinsky affair; Senate acquits him • Matthew Shepard 
killed for being gay • Dow Jones record high • Columbine shooting • Y2K bug  • USS 
Cole bombed in Yemen • Supreme Court determines outcome of Bush Gore Election 
(2000) • No Child Left Behind • September 11 • Anthrax • U.S. invades Afghanistan
Patriot Act • Department of Homeland Security • Donald Trump • Newt Gingrich
Pat Buchanan • Jesse Jackson • Rush Limbaugh • Colin Powell • Sally Ride • Steve Jobs 
Bill Gates • Martha Stewart • Jackie Kennedy dies • John F. Kennedy, Jr. dies

Cost of Living (Beginning of Decade–End of Decade)
Income ...............................$31,582–$44,144* New car.......................................................... $16,950
New house ...............$126,500–$187,600* Gallon of gas .................................  $1.11–$1.36
Monthly rent ..............................................$549* Minimum wage ...........................$4.25–$5.15
* Average income for women ...................$17,126–25,379*

Pop Culture
Technology ...............................................................................................................Audio Books • CD Burners
Fads ............................................................................................................... Green Products • Piercing • Tattoos  
Words/Phrases ..........................As if • The Bomb • Chill Out • Chick Flick • Don’t go there

Sup • OMG • LOL • TMI
Fashion ...............................Neon • Leggings • Grunge • Hip Hop • Hoodies • Trainers • Fleece

Acid Wash • Denim • Camo • Goth • Polo Shirts • Sagging jeans • Spiked hair 
Toys .........................................In-line Skates • Beanie Babies • Tickle Me Elmo • Super Soakers
Books .................................................................................................Harry Potter • Hunger Games • Wicked

Poisonwood Bible • The Notebook • The Lovely Bones
Movies ........... Ghost • Home Alone • Pretty Woman • Dances with Wolves • Jurassic Park 

The Lion King • Forrest Gump • Toy Story • Titantic • Saving Private Ryan
Star Wars Episodes I and II • The Sixth Sense • The Matrix • American Beauty
Lord of the Rings I and II • Spider Man

Celebrities ...............Tom Hanks • Julia Roberts • Sharon Stone • Meg Ryan • Jodie Foster
Demi Moore • Susan Sarandon • Geena Davis • Alec Baldwin

Musicians ........................................ Mariah Carey • Janet Jackson • Celine Dion • MC Hammer
Dave Matthews • ‘N Sync • Faith Hill • Phish

Songs ..............................I’m Gonna Be (500 Miles) • You Oughta Know • Walking on the Sun
TV Shows ............................... Law and Order • The Simpsons • South Park • Friends • HGTV

Sponge Bob Square Pants • Sex and the City
Sports ..........Michael Jordan • Tiger Woods • Lee Trevino • Greg Normand • Al Unser, Jr.

Dale Earnhardt • Pete Sampras • Steffi Graf • Monica Seles • Andre Agassi
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1993–2003
Compiled by Patrice Maguire Scott and Darcy J. Cushing

The Nineties opened with a fiery blaze that seemed to ignite a decade of 
citizen activism. 

THE SMITH COVERED BRIDGE

Smith Bridge, a covered bridge over the Baker River, is recorded to have 
been built in about 1825, and was named for its nearby property owner, 
Jacob Smith, who came to Plymouth in 1780. According to Eva Speare, the 
bridge underwent major repairs/renovations twice in prior decades: once, 
in 1850, at the cost of $2,720.92, and once in 1949, when “the laminated 
arches were lifted with a crane and firmly re-set into the abutments at an 
expense of $4,400.” (Speare, p. 155.) Today, Smith Bridge remains the only 
covered bridge in Plymouth, as the covered bridge of 1874 (spanning the 
Baker River on Daniel Webster Highway) was so damaged in the flood 
of 1927, that a steel bridge was built to replace it and the covered bridge 
spanning the Pemigewasset River between Plymouth and Holderness was 
deemed too narrow and replaced by a steel bridge in 1935.

Early in this decade, a group of conscientious citizens noticed the state of 
disrepair of Smith Bridge and organized to assess the cost of its restoration. 
Public meetings and fund-raising events were held. In March 1993, The 
Smith Bridge Restoration Committee proffered Article 10 on the Town 
Warrant, to see if the Town would vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$300,000 to restore, renovate, and repair the Smith Bridge...Lively debate 
ensued over whether it was cost-worthy to renovate the historic, one-lane 
bridge, which modern fire equipment could not traverse, or if it was time 
to update the structure to steel and modern specifications. An amendment 
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The new Smith Millennium Bridge—Built 2000
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

The charred remains of the Smith Bridge—April 16, 1993
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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was brought to strike the language of Article 10 and replace with the 
following: “To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
$300,000 for the purpose of building a new, two lane, legal load capacity 
bridge, downstream of the Smith Bridge, and to install a temporary “Bailey 
Bridge” in the general area of the Smith Bridge, in cooperation with the 
State of New Hampshire...” After vigorous discussion, this amendment was 
voted down. Another amendment was made to strike the words “renovate 
and repair” from the wording of Art. 10 (leaving “restore” as the operative 
verb). This amendment passed. When the vote was called, Article 10 failed 
to garner a required 2/3 approval, 232 voters having voted for it, and 117 
voters against. A quick motion to reconsider was made, and after further 
discussion, the article was tabled for reconsideration on May 24.

Just one month before townspeople were to reconvene to decide the fate 
of Smith Bridge, the decision was taken out of their hands by an arsonist. 
Flames engulfed the bridge in the early morning hours of April 16. 
Despite aggressive efforts by firefighters at the scene, the age-old bridge 
was damaged beyond repair. Police investigated; however, to this day, the 
circumstances surrounding this arson still enshroud one of Plymouth’s 
most curious unsolved mysteries.

Selectmen hastily began negotiating with the State to develop a plan to 
rebuild the torched bridge. When the Reconvened Town Meeting met 
on May 24, a motion to table Article 10 was made, due to insufficient 
information. At a second Reconvened Town Meeting, on July 26, the 
Selectmen moved to strike the wording of Article 10, and replace it with 
the following: “To see if the town will vote to raise and appropriate the 
sum of $668,600 for the purpose of replacing the burned Smith Covered 
Bridge; to authorize the Board of Selectmen to enter into an agreement 
with the State of New Hampshire Department of Transportation to 
participate in building a two lane, timber, covered bridge to meet the 
state legal load capacity of HS 20; said sum to include the installation 
of a Bailey Bridge; said sum to be completely offset by funds received 
for the replacement value of the burned bridge from the NHMA Property 
Liability Insurance Trust. The 1992 appropriation of $20,000 to restore 
Smith Bridge will lapse into the General Fund and the Capital Reserve 
Account established to restore Smith Bridge will be dissolved.” (Emphasis 
added.) Considerable discussion and debate ensued, mostly regarding tax 
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Smith Millennium Bridge Dedication—2001
Photo courtesy Fred Gould. • Photographer Pam Gould

Smith Millennium Bridge Dedication—2001
Fred Gould, member of the Design Committee and Chair of the Dedication Committee 

drives one of the final gold spikes into the bed of the bridge.
Photo courtesy Fred Gould. • Photographer Pam Gould
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impact. The amendment passed by affirmative voice vote, and Article 
10 passed on a ballot vote of 138 affirmative to 69 negative. Before the 
final vote on Article 10, the Smith Bridge Restoration Committee made 
an impassioned plea to the voters to restore the historic structure and 
proposed an amendment to raise and appropriate the sum of $750,000 
to restore/rebuild the Smith Covered Bridge with a single lane covered 
bridge, using the “Long” truss with added arch design which would meet 
the State standard of legal load capacity (HS20)...” (which would also be 
offset by the insurance funds), but the amendment failed by a standing 
vote of 99 affirmative to 109 negative.

The Smith Millennium Bridge was formally dedicated and opened for 
use on Friday, June 8, 2001, to everyone’s great acclaim. The new bridge 
is acknowledged to be the strongest wooden bridge structure in North 
America and has become a popular tourist attraction. The Plymouth Bridge 
Advisory Committee hosted a festive community-wide celebration, which 
highlighted the installation of a new canoe launch on the northwest side of 
the bridge; the burial of a time capsule by school children, and state and 
local officials driving in the last peg.

PLYMOUTH  TWICE  HERALDED  “BEST SMALL TOWN”

In 1993, Plymouth made its debut appearance on the list of “100 Best Small 
Towns in America,” along with three other New Hampshire towns. While 
we initially ranked 21st on the overall list, Plymouth moved to the number 
seven spot nationally in 1995. The book, 100 Best Small Towns in America, 
is written by Norman Crampton, and is published annually by MacMillan 
USA. It compares the best of America’s rural communities with populations 
between 5,000 and 15,000, and rates them on a variety of criteria—scenic 
location, viable economic base, population diversity, high education level, 
good schools, readily available health care, and low crime rate.
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TAXES,  TURBULENCE  AND  TOWN/GOWN  RELATIONS

Plymouth’s population, at the close of its bicentennial in 1963, was 
enumerated by Eva Speare as “3,100 that is increased by approximately 
a thousand students during the school and college year.” (Speare, p. 180.) 
Just three decades later, almost imperceptibly, the student population at 
Plymouth State College was noted to have quadrupled. Chief of Police 
Wilfred Daniel Libby warned of the ramifications such a population 
explosion could have on the town in his 1993 Annual Report: “For a third 
year in a row, Plymouth maintained the third highest crime rate in Grafton 
County. This is an annoying statistic for us to endure, but one which we 
must look at realistically when we provide services to 4,300 18–22 year 
old residents.” (1993 Annual Report, p.33.) 

The slow and steady expansion of Plymouth State College over the prior 
two decades, in both student enrollment and facilities, began to cause 
rather severe growing pains for its small town host. Local papers are 
replete with letters to the editor protesting the alarming rise in incidents of 
student misbehavior off-campus, and Selectmen document the increased 
financial difficulties posed by providing municipal services to the growing 
State institution in Plymouth’s midst in almost every Annual Report of this 
decade. Plymouth’s stature as the “hub community” of the surrounding 
smaller towns also posed financial hardship for its taxpayers. Many 
regional non-profits chose Plymouth as a central location to house their 
tax-free operations. Together with the state college, a regional high school 
and relatively large elementary school, an expanding hospital (with a 
helipad for the Dartmouth Hitchcock Air Response Team helicopter since 
1993), these institutions removed nearly one-third of Plymouth’s taxable 
property from its tax-base.

Citizens and town officials brought several initiatives to address Plymouth’s 
growing revenue problem. First, the Selectmen announced a formal policy 
of encouraging tax-exempt entities to make payments in lieu of taxes to 
help defray the cost of municipal services in 1994: “The Town and its 
taxpayers continue to struggle with the realities of providing the highest 
level of essential services to a community where 28% of the properties are 
non-taxable.” (Annual Report, 1994, p. 9.) (This policy passed as a formal resolution at 
town meeting the following year. See, Article 26, 1995 Annual Report, p. 74.) Secondly, 
citizens petitioned to assess PSC students a municipal services fee at the 
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1995 Town Meeting: Article 24 proposed assessing “all nonresident full 
time Plymouth State College students” the sum of $500 each; and Article 
25 proposed a $1,000 assessment on “all nonresident full time married 
couples” living on campus who enrolled children in the local schools. 
Though these articles appeared on the warrant and were recited at town 
meeting, no one came forward to move their consideration and no action 
was thus taken. (See, 1995 Annual Report, p. 74.) Around this time, Plymouth 
had the dubious distinction of bearing the 14th highest tax-rate in the 
State. (By 2003, Plymouth’s tax-rate ranked 6th highest in the state.) This 
recognition motivated Representative Bill Driscoll to co-sponsor HB 1481, 
in which Plymouth, along with 30 other towns and cities, called for tax-
exempt entities to pay the municipal portion of the tax-rate, to fund core 
services of their host-town, and the State to pay the school portion of the 
tax-rate on buildings in which public school children reside (i.e., in married 
student housing areas). Though Plymouth Town Administrator Merelise 
O’Connor drummed up substantial support for the bill, and a busload of 
Plymouth citizens attended the hearing on March 1, 1994, the bill failed to 
garner enough votes to pass. Lastly, a group of local businessmen worked 
with selectmen to develop the town’s first Capital Improvement Plan. The 
CIP aimed to stabilize the tax-rate by equalizing spending levels from year 
to year, and minimized the town’s need to borrow money.

Additional legislative efforts were made to address Plymouth’s serious 
revenue shortfalls. On March 3, 1996, the NH House Finance Committee 
heard testimony on House Bill 565, which sought to establish a study 
committee to develop a methodology for reimbursing municipalities 
that hosted state facilities, including university system properties, for the 
financial impact their presence caused their host communities. Testimony 
established that $88 million worth of property in Plymouth is tax-exempt, 
with an estimated $65 million attributed to the college. A later initiative, 
Senate Bill 468, was heard January 29, 1998 before the Senate Executive 
Departments and Administration Committee. This bill, too, would require 
state properties to compensate host towns for core services. Unfortunately, 
Plymouth’s own representative, Senator Ned Gordon, voted against this 
measure, and it was deemed inexpedient to legislate.

Though none of the legislative attempts to solve Plymouth’s inequitable 
tax situation passed the legislature, the bills served the important purpose 
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of making taxpayers keenly aware of the cause of Plymouth’s increasing 
and disproportional tax burden. Once it became common knowledge 
that other members of the University System, i.e., the University of New 
Hampshire and Keene State College, both made generous contributions to 
their respective host towns for municipal services, taxpayer unrest began 
to grow. Several taxpayer groups formed and became active over this 
decade: a local affiliate of Granite State Taxpayers; The Coalition for Good 
Government; Concerned Citizens of Plymouth; and Plymouth Taxpayers 
Awareness Group. These citizen groups consecutively researched and 
analyzed Plymouth’s tax problems and began formulating solutions. 
They also began organizing voters and advocating for political change 
in Plymouth (such as promoting passage of the Official Ballot Bill, RSA 
40:13, aka SB2, a measure which restores the right to vote on town and 
school district warrant articles to all residents in the privacy of the polling 
booth on election day or by absentee ballot, instead of restricting the vote 
to attendees at annual meetings, which are easily dominated by special 
interest groups.)

Donald P. Wharton became the 13th President of PSC in April 1993. Within 
a year of his appointment, PSC announced its plans for a $9.3 million 
expansion of Lamson Library, and by October 1994, while showcasing 
the renovated Draper and Maynard Building, an 80-year-old Plymouth 
landmark purchased by PSC for academic space, he was also issuing 
warnings to students for assaultive behavior during Homecoming weekend, 
when 87 PSC students were arrested in town. Since the college prohibited 
serving alcohol to students of legal age on-campus during Homecoming 
and Spring Fling weekends, off-campus housing areas were deluged with 
rowdy students seeking after-hour parties once downtown bars closed. 
This put incredible pressure on the neighborhoods surrounding the college 
and led to a lot of friction among property-owners, students, police, local 
officials and college administrators. By Spring Fling of May 1997, when 
60 students were arrested for violations ranging from public urination to 
brawls and DWIs, Plymouth’s new Police Chief Anthony Raymond called 
for changes in the way these events are policed. 

Against this backdrop, and perhaps, in part because of it, President 
Wharton signed an unprecedented seven-year agreement with the Town in 
July of 1997. Plymouth Selectmen had engaged in eighteen long months 
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of negotiations with PSC over this agreement, which resulted in scaled, 
incremental increases in PSC’s annual payments for fire department 
operations from the current $51,500/per year up to $150,000 in the year 
2003. The agreement brought an increase of $22,447 in revenues to the 
town for the immediate fiscal year, and an additional annual contribution 
of $20,000 for capital equipment, to go directly into the town’s capital 
improvement plan every year. 

Plymouth Police Chief Raymond, in an effort to better address off-campus 
student misbehavior, proposed revisions to the local Disorderly Actions 
Ordinance in September 1997. In a meeting room filled to capacity with 
supportive residents, Plymouth Selectmen adopted NH RSA 286:1. A 
Party Permit was also implemented: anyone hosting an open air gathering 
of more than 25 people required a permit signed by the property owner 
and multiple town officials. The college similarly cracked down on student 
misbehavior this semester, and warned students that certain behaviors may 
result in suspension. Despite these efforts, in May 1998, more than 80 
police officers from around the state were called into Plymouth to break up 
a riot on Russell Street. More than 500 PSC students and other attendees 
of Spring Fling became incensed over the arrest of a PSC student. Rioting 
broke out. Furniture was dragged to the middle of the street and set on fire; 
police were pelted with various objects before the riot was finally brought 
under control. A second PSC student was arrested and charged with 
inciting the riot. Police cancelled the next day’s event/party which was to 
be held in Holderness. Three meetings took place between Town/Gown 
officials regarding the riot and its estimated cost to the town ($13,000). 
“The College doesn’t and will not pay for services off campus,” President 
Wharton stated, and further: “We’re not unsympathetic to your problem, 
but we need to come up with a way to work more effectively. The solution 
lies in the hands of the people who control the off-campus properties. They 
should pay for some of the cost.”

In the aftermath of the Russell Street Riot, Brian McCarthy, editor of The 
Record Enterprise, made the following observation in his August 5th 
editorial: “The college is losing the public relations battle with the residents 
of Plymouth. They have closed down their campus to all parties, pushing 
the kids into the neighborhoods. Then, they say the new permits are good. 
Then, they urge the landlords not to sign any. As long as the college is 
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Plymouth Railroad Station—Built 1910
now the Plymouth Regional Senior Center—Opened 1993

Top: Travelers walk down to the new Railroad Station c. 1910s.
Middle: The Plymouth Regional Senior Center

Bottom: The PRSC hosts a wide variety of activities.
Photos courtesy Plymouth Historical Society and Plymouth Regional Senior Center • Middle photograph by Lisa Lundari
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steadfast in its stance, the problems fall to the landlords and to the town.” 
Several of the larger, locally-based off-campus landlords had already 
begun meeting to discuss what they could do to help resolve some of the 
neighborhood unrest. In August of 1998, landlords met with town officials 
and members of PSC administration and agreed to send out a uniform letter 
to their student-tenants before the start of the upcoming school year to 
advise students about the town and college policies they will be expected to 
adhere to while living off-campus. Larger landlords also made alterations 
to their properties, using fences and shrubs to physically preempt future 
gatherings of large masses of party-seekers. Then, in December of this 
year, college officials made a dramatic change in their policy and once 
again decided to recognize Spring Fling as a college sponsored event and 
to allow at least one function on campus at which alcohol will be available 
to students of drinking age. In February 1999, students and administrators 
carefully laid out their plans for Spring Fling at the College Community 
Council. Plans to serve alcohol in controlled locations to students of age 
were approved by the administration, and a whole host of other events, 
including a carnival area and various performances by bands and musicians 
were scheduled as well. Since college sponsorship was renewed, Spring 
Flings have had a much less destructive impact on Plymouth’s off-campus 
housing neighborhoods.

PLYMOUTH  REGIONAL  SENIOR  CENTER

What was once a showplace among railway stations as a gateway to the 
White Mountains now serves as a senior center in downtown Plymouth. 
This successful restoration earned the project an “Honorable Mention 
for Historic and Archeological Preservation” in the Federal Highway 
Administration’s Environmental Excellence Award competition. The 
NHDOT contributed both funding and expertise to the $1.1 million 
historic renovation project through its “Transportation Enhancement 
Program.” Federal Community Development Block Grant funds were 
used to construct an exterior canopy at the entrance of the building, a 
wooden boardwalk and working train platform, and other unique features. 
The Plymouth Regional Senior Center first opened its doors in the summer 
months of 1993, but was officially dedicated during a week-long open 
house and series of activities in October. Numerous VIPs traveled on 
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Plymouth District Court—Built 1995
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Town Hall Renovations Ribbon Cutting
The beautiful ceiling trusses, once hidden by a suspended ceiling, are once again visible. 
The chairs from the court room were saved and remain at the back of the meeting room.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society.
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the Hobo Railroad to Plymouth to enjoy Dedication Day, November 2. 
Plymouth resident, Bob Crowley, chairman of the board of directors of 
Grafton County Senior Services gave a moving welcome address. In 1994, 
The Grafton County Senior Citizens Council was the first non-profit group 
to volunteer a payment in lieu of taxes to the town for municipal services. 
The Selectmen accepted their check in the amount of $500 with great 
appreciation.

NEW  PLYMOUTH  COURTHOUSE

Legislation approving construction of a $1.9 million new district 
courthouse along the riverfront on Green Street was signed by Governor 
Steve Merrill in June 1994. The Court had long outgrown the confines of 
its space upstairs in Town Hall, and Plymouth Village Water and Sewer 
Commissioners enabled the desired expansion by deeding land to the state 
for this purpose. The beautiful new riverside location purposefully and 
artfully blended elements of the old courthouse with many modern features 
to provide a safe, state-of-the-art facility for area residents. It opened for 
hearings on January 8, 1996, followed by a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 
March 13. Plymouth Representative Bill Driscoll, Sr., who paved the way 
for state approval of the project, used the “Eisenhower Scissors” (the same 
scissors used by President Dwight D. Eisenhower when the Pemigewasset 
National Bank opened in the 1950s) to cut the ceremonial ribbons.

TOWN  HALL  RENOVATIONS

Concern about Plymouth’s disproportional tax-rate dominated town 
meetings during the Nineties. A proposal to renovate Plymouth’s town 
hall, built in 1891 as the Grafton County Courthouse, in the amount of 
$750,000, was initially defeated in 1994 by the voters (175 Yes/ 104 No) at 
the regular March meeting, but scaled down to a lesser amount of $690,000 
and passed at a reconvened town meeting on June 20th (239 Yes/ 108 No), 
with just 7 votes to spare. Voters’ desire to keep the town hall downtown 
and to preserve the historic building won out over competing concerns 
about limited parking and an interest in building a new municipal complex.  
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Whole Village Family Resource Center—Built 1996
258 Highland Street. Currently run as an initiative of the Lakes Region United Way.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Plymouth Postal Workers, c. 1920s
Harold Sherburn, Harold C. Freeman, and Edmund Shanahan

standing in front of the Plymouth Post Office, then located in the Kidder Block
on Main Street at the foot of Court Street.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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PLYMOUTH  STATE  FAIR  CLOSES

New Hampshire’s oldest agricultural fair experienced its best and worst 
days this decade. The largest event held in Plymouth every year, the 
Plymouth State Fair was expanded to run in both August and September 
for a total of eleven days in 1993, making it the state’s longest running fair, 
as well. In its hay day, upwards of 50,000 fairgoers enjoyed the festivities 
on the Fairgrounds. After several years of declining attendance, however, 
the 147-year tradition came to an unfortunate end in 1997. Sadly, a year 
earlier, the Fairgrounds, itself, was sold to pay off debts. 

POST  OFFICE  CELEBRATES  200th  ANNIVERSARY

The Plymouth Post Office was established by Congress on May 8, 1794, and 
celebrated its 200th anniversary May 8th, 1994. John Rogers was the first 
postmaster of the Plymouth Post Office, which was along the route from 
Chester to Haverhill. This route was actually separated into two routes, 
with Mr. Ebenezer Clark carrying the mail on horseback from Concord to 
Haverhill, by way of Plymouth. Since 1794, 24 different people have held 
the position of postmaster, with postmaster Linda R. Mellett (1993–2007) 
being the first woman.

WHOLE  VILLAGE  FAMILY  RESOURCE  CENTER

Ground was broken in September 1995, on a 10.3 acre site between the 
old Hitchiner building and Hatch Plaza on Highland Street, for a social 
service complex that will become home to 12 area agencies and a new 
Parent-Child Project. The entire Whole Village Family Resource Center 
(WVFRC) project is sponsored by the Grafton County Commissioners 
to serve towns in southeastern Grafton County (all within the Plymouth 
District Court jurisdiction, total population: 30,000). A fifteen-member 
board of area citizens will oversee plans for the center and be responsible 
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Just a Few of Main Street Plymouth, Inc.’s Projects and Activities
Peggy Smith hanging Lamp Post Banners • Saving the Bandstand

Ron Sibley of CGSB during the Halloween Festival • Flower Barrells
Facade Improvements (see pg. 76 for the “before”)

Photo courtesy Main Street Plymouth, Inc.
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for its administration. Based on the African proverb that “it takes a 
village to raise a child,” the WVFRC serves 19 towns in the central New 
Hampshire area, helping young families, especially those considered to be 
at risk, become healthier, safer and increasingly self-sufficient. President 
of the WVFRC, the honorable Judge Edwin Kelly, told a large crowd at 
the grand opening on June 22, 1996, that completion of the project was not 
only a “dream come true,” but that the center will serve for years to come 
as “a legacy to our children.” 

RECORD  ENTERPRISE  RELOCATES

A Main Street mainstay for 100 years, The Record Enterprise left the 
building it has occupied since 1918 (a former Plymouth Firehouse) in the 
area of town it has called home since it first hit the newsstands. In April 
1996, the office moved to the Brimstone Office Complex, located at the 
corner of Fairgrounds Road and Route 3. 

DOWNTOWN 2000 /
MAIN STREET PLYMOUTH, INC.

The Plymouth Chamber of Commerce formally accepted the Downtown 
2000 (“DT2”) program, in July 1996. DT2 is a self-funded economic 
development plan that is modeled after the National Main Street Center 
approach, and is intended to be a driving force in revitalizing downtown 
Plymouth. Over this decade, the organization morphed into Main Street 
Plymouth, Inc. (MSPI), and has completed many projects through the 
generosity of its donors, comprised of many Plymouth businesses, 
banks, citizens and the town. Its mission remains to invigorate the 
downtown business economy and improve the community facilities and 
landscaping. In the year 2000, the program received five awards from 
the New Hampshire Main Street Center for its efforts; and in May 2001, 
Plymouth was recognized as the 2000 New Hampshire Outstanding Main 
Street Community for initiating a comprehensive Four-Point Approach 
(Organization, Economic, Restructuring, Design and Promotion) Main 
Street program that demonstrated measurable results in economic statistics, 
volunteer participation, funding and historic preservation. 
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Some of the Heritage Trail Sites (Top to bottom, left to right • Dates erected)
Rounds Hall (1890) • Pease Homestead (current site of Pease Public Library)

The Boy Scout Fountain (1933) • Robert Frost Cottage (School Street)
Nathaniel Peabody Rogers homestead (1825), believed to be a stop on the

Underground Railroad (current location of Silver Center for the Arts).
Photos courtesy Plymouth Historical Society
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PEMI-BAKER  SCHOOL  DISTRICT  BONDS 

When Plymouth Regional High School opened as part of the new Pemi-
Baker Regional School District, comprised of Plymouth and six surrounding 
towns, enrollment was at 550 students. By December 1996, that number had 
increased to 848 (exceeding the facility’s building capacity of 800), and was 
projected to rise towards 1,000. The P-B School Board studied space needs 
and presented alternative proposals for renovating/rebuilding the 1970 
facility (Vocational Center added in 1983) at several public informational 
hearings, outlining plans for $10 million, $19 million (New Building) and 
$7.8 million options. The first time voters were faced with a choice of the 
projects, at the 1997 Annual School District Meeting, they voted down a 
bond request for a $4.6 million renovation/expansion project. Tax impact was 
utmost on Plymouth voters’ minds. The P-B School Board next presented 
a $7,399,237 proposal for the construction of an addition and renovations 
to the present school building at the 1998 Annual School District Meeting. 
That proposal (Article 1) failed when it garnered less than 2/3 of the vote 
(Y 928; N516, or 64.27%). A motion to reconsider the Article was made, 
and on April 18, Article 1 failed by an even greater margin (Y 1,039; N 747, 
or 58%). Several members of Plymouth’s taxpayers’ group, Coalition for 
Good Government, agreed to serve on the Building Needs Committee to 
help “cut out the Fluff” in the project, and a reduced construction bond, in 
the amount of $6,309,143 was passed by voters at the 1999 Annual School 
District Meeting (Y 587; N 173, or 77%).

NEW  HERITAGE  TRAIL
HIGHLIGHTS  PLYMOUTH’S  HISTORY

A 5.6 mile segment of the state-wide network of Heritage Trails opened 
the summer of 1998, along which Plymouth’s rich and vibrant history will 
be evident to residents and tourists alike. It took eight years and countless 
hours of work by numerous individuals and organizations to see the trail’s 
completion come to fruition. Some of the collaborators included: Plymouth 
Chamber of Commerce; Plymouth Regional Senior Center; Plymouth 
State College; Town of Plymouth; Plymouth Park and Recreation and 
Plymouth Historical Society. Robert and Julie Rand presided at the ribbon 
cutting ceremony on September 9.
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Plymouth Huskies, Pee Wee Pop Warner National Champions— 1997
The team proudly poses at Disney World in Orlando, Florida.

Photo courtesy Patrice Scott

Plymouth’s award-winning Recycling Center—Built 1975
Photo courtesy Plymouth Town Report 1975
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PLYMOUTH  PRIDE:
POP  WARNER  HUSKIES  WIN  NATIONAL  TITLE

Plymouth Pee Wee football players and cheerleaders (ages 11–12 years), 
after winning their state and regional football championships, enthusiastically 
prepared to travel to Disney World for the National Pee Wee Pop Warner 
Football Tournament, in December 1997. Local residents participated in an 
“Adopt-a-Husky” program to raise funds for the team’s travel. After two 
outstanding defensive efforts against the Mexicali Falcons (38–0) and the 
Port Charlotte Bandits (6–0), the young squad and coaching staff, under the 
outstanding leadership of head coach Richard Gonsalves, returned as the 1997 
Pee Wee Pop Warner National Champions. Over 1,000 fans packed PSC’s 
Foley Gymnasium and many more lined the streets of Plymouth to welcome 
home the victors, creating thrilling memories the Huskies will not soon forget. 

WALMART  SUPERCENTER  COMES  TO  TOWN

It was standing room only and then some at the first public hearing before 
the Planning Board when it met to review Walmart’s site plan application 
for a proposed 152,000-square-foot super center to be located on Tenney 
Mountain Highway (September 1998). More than 225 citizens showed 
up to attend the hearing, including many seniors. Supporters viewed the 
development as a welcomed boon to Plymouth’s dwindling tax base. Hope 
was high that this development would lead to additional growth, a number 
of new jobs, and a variety of shopping options. Several years of permitting 
and legal wrangling transpired before the project finally got underway. 
The grand opening was held on October 30, 2002, and customers have 
been streaming in ever since.

PLYMOUTH  RECYCLING  CENTER  WINS  AWARD 

The Plymouth Recycling Center was honored as the top site in the state 
by New Hampshire the Beautiful in December 1999. A fitting ceremony 
was held at the facility. The town received a grant of $7,000 to purchase 
recycling equipment as part of the award’s recognition. Two years later, 
in 2001, the Center was recognized for the third consecutive year as “the 
Best Recycling Program in the State” by the Department of Environmental 
Services. Plymouth residents are rightly proud of this facility.
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Chief Hank Shaw of the Poland PD takes a coffee break—2003
Well-known character actor Randy Quaid poses with Plymouth

Town Manager Elizabeth Corrow during shooting in front of Main Street Station diner.
Photo courtesy Town of Plymouth

Plymouth Manufacturing Company/Solon Manufacturing
Photo courtesy The Common Man Inn
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PLYMOUTH  MANUFACTURING  CLOSES

Employees at Solon Manufacturing (formerly, Plymouth Manufacturing) 
on North Main Street were notified in February 2001, that the plant would 
immediately shut down due to poor market conditions and increased 
foreign competition. The Record Enterprise editorialized: “Plymouth 
just suffered another blow to the midsection with the announcement last 
Friday that Solon Manufacturing is saying so-long to Plymouth, closing 
the facility immediately with no advance warning or notice. The last 
remaining manufacturing plant in Plymouth has now gone the way of 
others before it, including Hitchiner...With the highest property taxes in 
the state, with the prime property belonging to PSC and not on the tax 
rolls, this town has to do everything and anything to encourage growth.” 
(February 8.) Very fortunately for Plymouth, this dark cloud had a silver 
lining: local restaurateur/entrepreneur Alex Ray stepped forward with a 
proposal for a $3 million restaurant/hotel complex for the site. By 2003, 
The Common Man Inn and Spa was in full swing, adding hefty revenues 
(along with Walmart) to Plymouth’s tax coffers.

PLYMOUTH  SHARES  SPOTLIGHT  WITH  HOLLYWOOD

Lights, camera…ACTION! Plymouth residents caught a glimpse of what 
living in Hollywood is like in March 2003, when tinsel town writer/
producer David E. Kelly rolled his cameras into town to shoot the pilot 
for his new show, The Brotherhood of Poland, NH. Plymouth was chosen 
over several other New England towns for its combination of quaintness, 
historic buildings and interesting architecture, and several businesses and 
residences were used as filming locations. The new Smith Millenium 
Bridge was featured prominently, and many locals were selected to 
participate as “extras,” including Police Chief Tony Raymond. The cast 
and crew expressed their thanks to the townspeople for being so warm 
and welcoming, and Governor Craig R. Benson issued a Proclamation, 
declaring September 24, 2003 “Plymouth Appreciation Day” in thanks to 
the citizens of Plymouth “for displaying the grace, hospitality and kindness 
that New Hampshire is known for.” (See 2003 Annual Report, pp. 4–9.)
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NAME  CHANGE  FOR  PSC

The University System of New Hampshire Board of Trustees voted to 
change the name of Plymouth State College to Plymouth State University 
in October 2002, at the formal request of President Donald Wharton 
(advanced in 1999). Board members were “unanimous in their consent 
and believe that the new name better represents the programs and 
services offered at Plymouth State and will deliver enhanced value for 
New Hampshire’s economy, communities and students.” The legislature 
approved the name change the following year (2003); however, the move 
was not without controversy. Southern New Hampshire President Richard 
Gustafson opposed the change at hearings, arguing that PSC did not meet 
the state criteria for becoming a university set by the Post Secondary 
Education Commission (in that it did not offer doctorate level programs). 
The Union Leader editorial agreed that allowing the name change “would 
create a double standard in which public universities are exempted from 
requirements private universities have to meet.”

RED  SOX  RIOT  ERUPTS  ON  RUSSELL  STREET

When the Red Sox beat the Yankees for a World Series spot in October 
2003, another riot erupted on Russell Street. Authorities arrested more 
than 15 people as about 800 PSU students set fires, ripped apart fencing, 
exploded firecrackers and threw bottles after the victory. Five students were 
suspended for their behavior, and several faced the threat of expulsion. 
Similar student uprisings over sporting events at UNH and other college 
campuses throughout New England prompted the NH Legislature to pass 
anti-riot legislation at the close of this decade.
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PLYMOUTH  DEMANDS  PARITY
WITH  OTHER  HOST  TOWNS

Toward the end of this decade, pressure grew on town officials to demand 
more equitable payments for municipal services from PSU, in line 
with what Keene State College and UNH paid their host communities. 
Plymouth’s Representatives, Mary Cooney and Deb Naro, spearheaded 
a herculean effort to correct this gross inequity and legislate Plymouth’s 
fair share of remuneration for fire and police services. HB 610 research 
established that PSU student activity accounts for 40% of the town’s 
police calls, and directly impacts 31% of the fire budget. PSU’s fair share 
payment for just fire and police services was determined to be no less than 
$600,000. Hundreds of townspeople supported this effort, and our Reps 
and citizens were extremely dismayed when Selectmen negotiated a 7 year 
Life Safety Services Agreement with PSU, entirely behind closed doors, 
that settled for half of PSU’s share of costs for fire services, and nothing 
for policing off-campus neighborhoods in February 2004. (See 2004 Town 
Report, Art. 9., p, 81)

SUMMARY

This decade began with a blaze, the Smith Covered Bridge arson, and 
ended ablaze in Town/Gown turmoil. Plymouth twice ranked among 
the nation’s “Best Small Towns;” student behavior off-campus, revenue 
shortfalls and fair share payments for municipal services dominate 
Town/Gown relationship; Plymouth Regional Senior Center opens; a 
new Plymouth District Courthouse is built; Plymouth State Fair closes; 
Historic Town Hall is renovated; Plymouth Post Office turns 200 ; Whole 
Village Family Resource Center opens doors; Record Enterprise relocates; 
Main Street Plymouth, Inc. receives awards; Pemi-Baker School District 
addition and upgrade is approved; Plymouth’s Heritage Trail opens; Pop 
Warner Pee Wee Huskies win national title; Walmart SuperCenter comes to 
town; Plymouth Recycling Center is recognized; Plymouth Manufacturing 
closes; Brotherhood of Poland, New Hampshire is filmed on location; PSC 
becomes PSU; townspeople demand parity with other host towns.
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A Decade in Context: 2003–2013
President ...................... George W. Bush (2001–2009) • Barack Hussein Obama (2009–2017)
Governor .........................................................Craig Benson (2003–2005) • John Lynch (2005–2013)

Maggie Hassan (2013–Present)
In the News

Space shuttle Columbia explodes • Iraqi War begins • Hurricane Katrina • US Census 
estimates population has reached 300 million • Nancy Pelosi first woman Speaker of the 
House • Virgina Tech Shooting • 2008 Economy crashes, start of great recession
Obama first African-American President • Stimulus Package • Michael Jackson dies
Sonia Sotomayor appointed first  Hispanic Supreme court justice and 3rd woman
Senator Ted Kennedy dies • Fort Hood shooting • Underwear Bomber • Deepwater
Horizon kills 11 and causes the largest oil spill in world history in Gulf Coast • Elena 
Kagan confirmed Supreme Court Justice, 4th woman and first justice to have no previ-
ous experience as a judge • Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell repealed • Rep. Gabbie Giffords and 
16 others shot • Gay marriage passed in NY, WA, and ban repealed in CA • Obamacare 
Census reports, Caucasian births no longer majority • Sandy Hook Elementary School 
shooting • Boston Marathon Bombing • Prince William, Kate Middleton and Prince George
 

Cost of Living (Beginning of Decade–End of Decade)
Income ...............................$44,852–$52,963* New car.......................................................... $31,252
New house ...............$195,500–$209,700* Gallon of gas .................................  $1.59–$3.60
Monthly rent ..............................................$900* Minimum wage ...........................$5.15–$7.25
* Average income for women ...................$25,379–32,642*

Pop Culture
Technology ....................Audio Books • CD Burners • Blogs • Twitter • Smartphones • iPads
Fads .........................................................................................Green Products • Piercing • Tattoos • Nail Art  
Words/Phrases ...............Tweet • 99% • That’s hot. • Eat Fresh • Make it work • Seriously?
Fashion .......................................................................................................Skinny jeans • Uggs • Vans • Layers
Toys ..........................................In-line Skates • Beanie Babies • Tickle Me Elmo • Super Soakers
Books ................................................Fifty Shades of Gray • The Kite Runner • The Twilight Series 
Movies ................................................................... Titanic • Jurassic Park • Hunger Games • Iron Man
Celebrities ............................ Robert Downey, Jr. • Will Smith • Brad Pitt • Jennifer Lawrence

Leonardo DiCaprio • Angelina Jolie • Kardashians • Paris Hilton
Musicians.................Lady Gaga • Katy Perry • Britney Spears • Foo Fighters • Blake Shelton

Justin Timberlake • Eminem • Miley Cyrus • Beyonce • Taylor Swift • Justin Bieber • Adele
Songs .........................................Never Again • Wrecking Ball • Single Ladies • You Belong to Me

Rolling in the Deep • I Kissed a Girl • Born This Way • Boyfriend
TV Shows ............................ Gilmore Girls • Frasier • Gray’s Anatomy • Breaking Bad • NCIS

Survivor • Lost • Pawn Stars • The Big Bang Theory • Modern Family
Sports ................David Ortiz • Gabbie Douglas • Venus & Serena Williams • Roger Federer

Lance Armstrong • Tim Tebow • David Beckham • Tom Brady • Michael Phelps • Red 
Sox Win World Series at Fenway
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2003–2013
Compiled by Louise Samaha McCormack

A  DECADE  IN  FOCUS

The decade spanning 2003–2013 witnessed continuous progress, 
collaboration and reflection. While some businesses closed their doors, 
others found Plymouth a welcome site for business opportunities. With 
consideration to the impact of the University, state and national events, 
Plymouth’s leaders managed the affairs of the town to the best of their 
ability with the growing needs of this small community. 

The end of this time frame (2003–2013) found us reflecting on many 
aspects of community life including international, national, state and 
local events. Internationally, our country was still embroiled in several 
conflicts in the Middle East. Important to all was the loss of life of those 
that served in our military forces to protect us from the repercussions of 
harm from these continuing conflicts. On a national, as well as state-wide 
basis, community members have coped and worked through an economic 
recession. The state continued to explore ways to deal with the loss of 
jobs, a poor housing market, and outsourcing to other states and countries. 
Similarly, the town began to explore ways to be a better steward of their 
resources. One such area was how to reduce energy use and consumption. 
Wind farms, turbines, and towers became common terms among many 
citizens of Plymouth and throughout New Hampshire. At the close of this 
writing, a Quebec electrical company proposed a transmission line project 
while Groton hosts a vista of wind farms viewable by Plymouth residents.

Plymouth received accolades as a Model Community in 2004. It found 
pride in its past with the Heritage Trail and multiple celebrations of 
accomplishment with individuals, organizations and businesses that 
served the town for decades. 
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A Model Community—2004
Plymouth lawyers Brian Ray and Ross Deachman proved they were willing to

take one for the home team to support a good cause.
(The “almost nude” calendar was a popular fundraiser in the day.

It caused quite the buzz around town.)
Photo courtesy Main Street Plymouth, Inc. • Photographer Ian Raymond

A Model Community—2004
The Main Street Plymouth, Inc. Promotion Committee

would never ask anyone to do anything they weren’t willing to do themselves.
Ruth Preston, Leigh Sharps, Sue Messinger, Martha Richards, Laurie Vachon and Tish Hill. 

Reclined, Jeremy Freitas.
Photo courtesy Main Street Plymouth, Inc. • Photographer Ian Raymond
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The influence of Plymouth State as a newly recognized university was 
significant. The transformation of the institution for higher learning from 
normal school, teacher’s college, state college, to a university has and will 
continue to have a profound impact upon the town’s population.

This decade found medical services expanding to serve both the town and 
university, with the location of services expanded to west Plymouth for the new 
Boulder Point location where Mid-State Health, Pemi-Baker Home Health and 
Hospice and Speare Memorial Hospital have facilities.

TOWN  OF  PLYMOUTH  2003–2012

Plymouth is passionate about its town, its history and its people. The following 
provides a ‘snippet’ of highlights and celebrations that occurred during this 
time frame.

Plymouth’s celebrity status was briefly noted on October 2003. Plymouth was 
selected as the location for a television series, The Brotherhood of Poland, NH. 
Local folks had been considered for the series. Unfortunately, after receiving 
mixed reviews, the show was cancelled after only a few episodes. 

Although the Plymouth Regional Senior Center was dedicated October 30, 
1993 in the old railroad station, it will observe its 20th anniversary in 2013. 
This 1910 structure, built on the site of the 312-room Pemigewasset Hotel, was 
deeded to the Grafton County Seniors’ Citizen’s Center in 2003. 

The Main Street Plymouth, Inc. (MSPI) calendar committee unveiled its 
Plymouth: A Model Community 2004 Calendar. The funds acquired went back 
into the Main Street revitalization projects. (See page 126.)

The Heritage Trail is a 5.6 mile walk in Plymouth which offers both residents 
and visitors an inside look at the town’s rich culture and history. This is a portion 
of a 230 mile walking trail that reaches across the state from Massachusetts 
to Canada. Notables such as the Abenaki Indians, Robert Frost, Nathaniel 
Hawthorne, and Daniel Webster left their footprints in our town. 

After having the Riverside Park project approved by the Planning Board in 2006, 
the Plymouth Rotary Club celebrated the transfer of the Rotary Amphitheater 
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Rotary Amphitheater—Built 2005–2006
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Plymouth Railroad Station Centennial Celebration 2010
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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to the town. The waterfront stage, located off Green Street and next to the 
court house is the latest venue for entertainment in Plymouth. 

By welcoming the Hobo Railroad to the Plymouth Regional Senior Center, 
the Depot celebrated 100 years of public service. Originally owned by the 
town, the building was renovated and deeded to the Grafton County Senior 
Citizen’s Council. Wes Gardner credited Bob Crowley, Carol Dustin and 
architects Samyn and D’Elia with helping to get the project off the ground. 

First Star Tonight is an organization that continues to serve the needs of 
chronically and terminally ill children and young adults in the Pemi-Baker 
area. Initiated by Michael Fischler in 1987, the year 2012 represented the 
25th year of service to this community. Congratulations to this worthy 
program.

OLDEST  ESTABLISHMENTS

Businesses, organizations, town services, and agencies ‘come and go.’ The 
following are a few of the older establishments that can still be found when 
walking on or near the Main Street of Plymouth. We would be remiss if 
these were not recognized: 

PUBLIC  LIBRARY (1873)

Beginning in 1873, a group of young ladies (known as the Young Ladies 
Library Association) worked to open the town’s first library. Once located 
in what is currently the Plymouth Historical Museum located on Court 
Street, the present-day library, on the corner of Highland and Russell 
Street, was built in 1991. With increased patronage and need for a larger 
range of services, an expansion was celebrated on February 14, 2011. In 
2013 the Young Ladies and the town’s library celebrated 140 years of 
service.
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Rand’s Hardware Store—1938
Bob Rand, Proprietor (center)

Photo courtesy Rands Hardware • R. Steven Rand Collection

Pease Public Library—Newly expanded in 2011
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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AYER INSURANCE / MELCHER AND PRESCOTT (1905)

After 17 years of operating Ayer Insurance in Pike, NH, Charles Ayer, 
wife Lillian and children moved to Plymouth to establish the company in 
Plymouth from his home at the corner of Highland and Langdon Streets. 
In 1905 the business location moved into a downtown office in the Kidder 
Block. In 1916, C.J. Ayer incorporated the business into Ayer Insurance 
Agency, Inc. Before the Depression, there were branch offices in Worcester 
and Boston, Massachusetts and White River Junction, Vermont. Charles’ 
son, Percy, and then his children, Jim and Robert operated the business 
until 1981 when Jim Ayer sold the Agency to H. Thomas Volpe and Robert 
Hussey, partners in the Melcher & Prescott Agency of Laconia, NH. The 
Ayer name was kept until 2008 when it switched to Melcher and Prescott. 
Currently at 57A South Main Street, the business will soon be moving 
their office to Tenney Mountain Highway, continuing its service to the 
greater Plymouth community for over 100 years.

A.M. RAND’S HARDWARE (1908) 

The A.M. Rand Hardware store has been a Plymouth institution since 1908 
when the business was started by Albert M. Rand, continued by his sons, 
Bob and Watson Rand and currently grandson, Steve Rand. Albert Rand 
moved to Plymouth and bought the C.J. Gould Store in 1908. The company 
was located on Main Street on the site of the present Hong Kong Garden 
Restaurant. Rand’s continued the product lines of C.J. Gould, including 
groceries, housewares and gifts. Needing more space to accommodate the 
company’s growth, Rands built a larger building on Main Street in 1922. 
The newly built two-story building was designed to host four separate 
stores which were soon rented. By 1939 Bob and Wat Rand expanded 
the building again to provide needed space to the A&P Grocery Store. 
In 1952 space was added for the plumbing showroom and in 1985 it was 
expanded again when the bookstore moved out, adding 7500 square feet. 
In 1979, the A.M. Rand Company purchased Trumbull’s at Hatch Plaza 
and in 1999, Rand’s lumber and building materials were added when 
Steenbeke’s Lumber moved out of town. Bob Rand’s son, Steve, became 
the sole owner in 1994, and Glenn Dion, former general manager, became 
part owner in 2001. Rand’s Hardware at Hatch Plaza consolidated with the 
store on Main Street on December 23, 2003. This establishment celebrated 
its 100th year in 2008 and is still serving customers today.
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L.N. Samaha’s Store 2013—Opened 1917
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Plymouth Furniture Company, Inc. 2013—Built c. 1920s 
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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L.N. SAMAHA’S STORE (1917)

Originally begun by Ameen ‘Bundy’ Samaha, the store was sold to Louis 
Norman Samaha in 1917. Louis immigrated to America with his wife Sarah 
and son Norman Louis in 1910. Originally a grocery store, it expanded its 
business to include gift items, tobacco products, confections and more. 
During World War II, all five boys served in the military (Norman, Narze, 
Narceep, Harleen, and Ameen) while the girls (Lila, Evelyn, Laura, and 
Amelia) worked in the store. Norman, a cartoonist by trade, returned to 
Plymouth to take over the store in 1948 with the untimely death of his 
father. Originally the store was half its current size, hosting a state liquor 
store and a bakery in the other half during different times. Third generation 
and current owner, Louis Norman, took over the business in 1995 upon the 
death of his father, Norman Louis. Each sibling of this immigrant family 
established a successful business in Plymouth and the surrounding area 
in the decade after settling in America. Samaha’s is the oldest business in 
Plymouth solely owned by the same family.

PLYMOUTH FURNITURE CO. (1923)

Solomon Steinman, a native of Minsk, Russia, left that country in 1918 
because of his intense hatred for the Communistic doctrines of the Marxist 
revolution. With a six-month journey, he made his way through Siberia 
and Japan to New York City. Within five years, his wife Jennie and three 
children (Betty, Ruth, and Leo) were reunited with Solomon. They settled 
in Plymouth in 1923 and opened a furniture store which grew steadily. 
The store later became a corporation involving the three children. Betty 
wed Leonard ‘Red’ Cowan while Ruth married Samuel Lurie. Both 
husbands became associated with the store. The current owners are the 
third generation—Neil Cowan and James and David Lurie. They continue 
to serve the community with a diverse selection of household furnishings. 
Typical household items and propane gas represents part of their business.
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Silver Hall c. 1960
Photo courtesy Ross Deachman Post Card Collection

Speare Gymnasium c. 1950s
Students enjoying one of the many dances in this space.

University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,
Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University
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PLYMOUTH  STATE  COLLEGE  /  UNIVERSITY  (1871)

The town of Plymouth has long been a center of education. In 1808, local 
citizens requested and received permission to establish Holmes Plymouth 
Academy. The new school was named in honor of Colonel Samuel Holmes 
of Campton, New Hampshire, a Revolutionary War veteran who donated 
$500 toward the Academy’s foundation. The New Hampshire Legislature 
passed an act to incorporate an academy in Plymouth on December 7, 
1808. Decades later on March 15, 1871, The New Hampshire or Plymouth 
Normal School opened with eighty students. The town bought and donated 
the Academy buildings to the state. The town paid $7000; the Railroad 
gave $4000; Plymouth citizens donated $1100; and the local school district 
offered $600 yearly for tuition for students in school district #2. In 1874, 
the Normal School took over teaching in the local schools, dividing them 
into elementary and high school grades at least 20 years before any other 
normal school in the country. Town students were taught by instructors and 
upper-class students. In 1875, the legislature passed a bill making tuition 
free to all who would teach in the state for as long as they had attended the 
normal school (although it became truly free only after 1886).

With a student population of 206 (175 woman, 35 men), Plymouth Normal 
School became Plymouth Teachers College in 1939. With an academic 
program firmly focused on the preparation of teachers, the curriculum 
expanded in the training of teachers for elementary students, junior 
high school, and secondary programs in history and social sciences. The 
secondary curricula lengthened to a four-year program, always with a 
focus on practical experiences.

With an ever-growing population, the campus grew physically. The Speare 
building, opened as a school for the town of Plymouth, later served as a 
classroom, gymnasium, and theatre space for the College. In 1956 Silver 
Hall opened as an auditorium/gymnasium. It was renamed ‘Silver Hall’ in 
1959 in honor of the former President, Ernest L. Silver. In 1958 Rounds 
Hall was renovated. 

On July 1, 1963, Plymouth Teacher’s College became Plymouth State 
College (PSC). This change moved Plymouth into a multi-purpose liberal 
arts institution. In addition, PSC, University of New Hampshire and 
Keene State College were combined under the University System of New 
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Langdon Woods Residence Hall, Plymouth State University—Built 2006
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University

EcoHouse—Green Renovation 2009 
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University
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Hampshire. The first liberal arts degrees offered at PSC were biological 
science, English, music, history, and math. The student population 
continually increased for the next three decades, along with student fees, 
tuition and housing costs.

It’s PSU! Plymouth State College officially became Plymouth State 
University on August 16, 2003. President Wharton, President of Plymouth 
State University, provided a Community Commentary in The Record 
Enterprise that stated “we will also never forget that we are the inheritors and 
beneficiaries of all those who have gone before us and who created a great 
institution at Plymouth State in each of its generations. We, too, will leave the 
woodpile higher than we found it, just as our predecessors have done.” 

Donald Wharton retired June 30, 2006 after 13 years at the institution. On 
April 19, 2007, Dr. Sara Jayne Steen was officially installed as Plymouth 
State University’s 14th president. During her keynote address, Steen shared 
how growing up, her parents always encouraged education and saved for 
her future endeavors. “While some people never saw how it would have 
been possible, my parents always believed that they had to imagine a way 
to make my education possible.” Plymouth State commemorated 200 
years of higher education in Plymouth on December 2008.

With a new school name and a new president, new building projects ensued. 
PSU’s newest residence hall, Langdon Woods, achieved the Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) gold certification by the US 
Green Building Council. 

The EcoHouse opened with the mission to demonstrate environmentally 
sustainable technology in a residential setting. In addition, it provided 
hands-on, experiential learning opportunities to PSU students and the 
surrounding region while collecting and disseminating information about 
sustainability to help others live in more sustainable ways. 

The Eugene and Joan Savage Welcome Center and the new ice arena opened 
in August 2010. This was the first part of Plymouth State University’s five-
phase Center for Active Living, Learning and Wellness (ALLWell Center). 
The Ice Arena (a geo-thermal facility) serves as a teaching facility for 
instruction and research in ice activities, a home for Panther varsity men’s 
and women’s ice hockey teams, and a site for student recreation as well as 
community skating. The new arena seats 850 spectators. 
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Savage Welcome Center and Ice Arena featuring Hanaway Ice Rink—Built 2010
University Archive, Michael J. Spinelli, Jr. Center for University Archives and Special Collections,

Herbert H. Lamson Library and Learning Commons, Plymouth State University

Museum of the White Mountains, Plymouth State University—Opened 
2013

Located in the former Methodist Church on Highland Street.
The stained glass rose window from the sanctuary was saved and transported by the 

University to the new Methodist Church on Fairgrounds Road.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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The Museum of the White Mountains is a ‘transdisciplinary museum that 
will preserve and promote the unique history, culture, and environmental 
legacy of the region.’ It will ‘provide unique collections-based, archival, 
and digital learning resources serving researchers, students, and the public.’ 
The museum, located at 34 Highland Street, was opened to the public on 
February 23, 2013. The museum offers presentations, exhibitions and 
programs for researchers, students and the public. In addition, collections 
and exhibits are available digitally for all to enjoy. 

The Enterprise Center at Plymouth, a business incubator opened in the fall 
of 2013. A partnership between the Grafton County Economic Development 
Council (GCEDC) and Plymouth State University, it will offer downtown 
office space and support services to small businesses, new businesses and 
entrepreneurs within central New Hampshire. Federal, state and corporate 
funding was used to develop a 4,000 square foot space into 12,000 square 
feet. The GCEDC spokesperson stated the project will host as many as 20 
businesses at a time within this three-story complex as well provide a new 
home to the Plymouth Regional Chamber of Commerce. 

As a public regional university, Plymouth State University serves the 
state of New Hampshire and New England by providing well-educated 
graduates, offering ongoing opportunities for graduate education and 
professional development, and extending to community’s partnership 
opportunities for cultural enrichment and economic development. In each 
of these roles, Plymouth State University has a special commitment of 
service to the North Country and Lakes Region of New Hampshire. (PSU 
Mission Statement)

PLYMOUTH  MEDICAL  SERVICES

Catherine Holmes Balch initiated the idea that a place must be provided 
for the ill. Mrs. Caleb Ames of Holderness opened her house in 1896. With 
persistence, some local citizens incorporated the Emily Balch Cottage 
Hospital Association in 1899 at 37 Highland Street. 

In 1904, Dr. Ernest L. Bell opened his private hospital at 65 Highland 
Street. The Directors of the Emily Balch Cottage Hospital purchased the 



140

FIVE  MORE  DECADES  IN  PLYMOUTH,  NH

Enterprise Center at Plymouth—Built 2013
Located at 149 Main Street, the Center replaces the Richelson Block.

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Speare Memorial Hospital—Expanded 2004
The new entrance and part of the east wing, accessed from Hospital Road,

are part of the most recent expansion.
Photo courtesy Speare Memorial Hospital
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building and opened a training school for nurses until March 1916 when 
fire destroyed the building and some of the furniture. Fortunately, all 
patients were safely removed.

The third hospital building was supported on August 1919 when the Town 
of Plymouth donated $3,500 toward a new building with the condition 
that the name of the hospital be changed to the Emily Balch and Soldiers 
and Sailors Memorial Hospital. This change honored those that served 
in World War I. On May 1920, several prominent families of Plymouth 
as well as the Women’s Auxiliary and many citizens of Plymouth pooled 
their resources and purchased the Schofield property at Livermore Falls 
for the new hospital.

The previous hospital locations served its constituents well, yet even prior 
to World War II, the town recognized the necessity for a new, modern 
hospital. Sceva Speare, a successful business man in Nashua who got his 
start in Plymouth, offered $50,000 toward a new hospital if matching funds 
were provided. The much needed project was delayed until Dr. Ernest 
Silver revived it after the war. In conjunction with appropriated funds 
from the federal government, the Women’s Auxiliary solicited funds from 
Plymouth citizens to meet the government’s guidelines. The hospital was 
dedicated on May 2, 1951. The location of this hospital was on Langdon 
Street, off Highland Street.

Speare Memorial Hospital was named one of the top 20 small community 
hospitals in the country in October 2003 by Solucient, a national 
organization based in Evanston, Illinois that distributes health care 
business information. Speare became the only New Hampshire hospital 
to make the list of Top 100, according to their director of community 
relations. Speare had more than 60,000 patient visits during the past year. 

To serve its population and reflect changes in health care delivery, Speare 
Hospital needed to expand. In August 2004, it announced plans to begin an 
expansion that fall. The 23,000-square-foot expansion and 46,000-square-
foot renovation project affect outpatient departments and support areas 
including medical records, materials management, and the pharmacy. 
By late October, Speare’s new east wing hosted an open house. The new 
$15 million square foot facility became one part of an extensive hospital 
redesign program to upgrade the hospital’s infrastructure. The new wing 
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Mid-State Health Center, Sound Advice and
Pemi-Baker Community Health—Built 2007

Photo courtesy Mid-State Health

Speare Memorial at Boulder Point—2009
Photo courtesy Speare Memorial Hospital
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included nutrition/diabetes education, oncology, cardiac rehabilitation, 
radiology and women’s imaging departments. 
Speare Memorial’s latest accolade was recognized in 2013. It earned the 
National Rural Health Resource Recognition for Quality Award. Speare 
was one of only eight rural hospitals nationwide to receive this first-time 
award. Plymouth’s hospital was praised for their infection control initia-
tives, fall prevention measures, and their initiatives in lowering readmis-
sions of patients who were recently discharged. 

THE  HEALTH  PLACE  AT  BOULDER POINT

Boulder Point, just off Tenney Mountain Highway, has become a new 
center of medical service for the town of Plymouth and the region.

Mid-State Health Center was the first medical facility to open at Boulder 
Point on July 19, 2007. Mid-State is an independent, non-profit organization 
offering internal medicine, family medicine, pediatric medicine, and 
clinical psychology. 

The Mid-State building also serves as home to the Sound Advice Hearing 
Center. In August of 2007, Pemi-Baker Home Health and Hospice 
(PBHHH) relocated to the building opening a new office with rehab 
facilities and an aquatic center. (In 2011 PBHHH changed their name to 
Pemi-Baker Community Health to better reflect the scope of their services.)

On January 21, 2010 Speare Memorial Hospital opened their new medical 
office building—Speare Memorial at Boulder Point. The new 32,000 
square-foot building provides centralized services including Plymouth 
Orthopedics & Sports Medicine Clinic, Tenney Mountain Internal 
Medicine, White Mountain Eye Care & Optical, the hospital’s Visiting 
Physician’s Suite, laboratory services and a new home for Oliver Drug. 
(As of this printing, Oliver Drug has closed. The clientele were transferred 
to the new CVS pharmacy (345 Highland Street at junction with Tenney 
Mountain Highway), where Ralph Oliver continues his duties as a 
pharmacist.)
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The Common Man Inn—Opened 2002
Featuring The Common Man Spa and

Foster’s Boiler Room restaurant, lounge and event space.
Formerly Plymouth Manufacturing Company

North Main Street (Route 3 North)
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

The Italian Farmhouse Restaurant — Opened 1993
Route 3 South • The former Glover Farm

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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THE  COMMON  MAN  FAMILY 

November 2011 marked 40 years of The Common Man family serving 
great American fare in New Hampshire. The first Common Man Restaurant 
opened on Main Street in Ashland in 1971. With its success, founder Alex 
Ray used the experience gained from this first restaurant to open a wide 
variety of hospitality businesses across the state. There are now over 19 
establishments, including restaurants, inns, a spa, a company store, a 
deli, and a movie house and performance center located throughout New 
Hampshire. The Common Man family continues its commitment to local 
communities to live the mantra of ‘doing well by doing good.’ Each of 
their locations holds community fundraisers and employees are given paid 
time off to volunteer with non-profit organizations. 

Over four decades of being a hospitality leader in New Hampshire, The 
Common Man Family has donated hundreds of hours of support along 
with thousands of dollars in sponsorships, food and in-kind donations 
to local, national and international organizations working to make a 
difference. These community efforts have been recognized on both a local 
and national level, receiving for several years in a row, the New Hampshire 
Restaurant Neighbor Award, and in 2010, The Cornerstone Humanitarian 
Award by the National Restaurant Association among others. 

The Common Man Family has four establishments within Plymouth alone. 
In 1993, Alex took a 42-acre farm and turned it into The Italian Farmhouse. It 
has served many dinners since then, as well as hosted a variety of weddings 
and other events in the Greenhouse function space outback, with beautiful 
views of the Pemigewasset River valley.

In 2001–2002, The Common Man family took a 60,000 square foot 
defunct wood mill and, retaining 90 percent of the original building, 
ingeniously transformed it into the 38-room Common Man Inn & Spa 
featuring Foster’s Boiler Room restaurant, lounge and event facility. (The 
name Foster’s being a nod to the origin of the mill, built by the Foster 
family in 1898 to house their shoe peg factory.)

In December 2009, Alex Ray saw another “diamond in the rough” and 
purchased a local landmark—the recently closed Plymouth Theater on 
Main Street. Built in 1932 the theatre hosted Vaudeville-style shows as 
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The Flying Monkey Movie House and Performance Center — Opened 2010
South Main Street • The former Plymouth Theater
Photo courtesy of Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Frosty Scoops Ice Cream Stand 2013 — Opened 2008
North Main Street, in front of The Common Man Inn and Spa (during the 250th Celebration)

Photo courtesy of Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer C.W. Strong
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well as showing the latest films. In the 1980s the theatre was divided down 
the middle allowing for a second movie choice. It changed hands over the 
years, and closed in the late 1990s. In 2000, it reopened for a few years, 
but once again vacant when Alex purchase it. He reopened it briefly as a 
movie house until March 2010, when it closed for extensive renovations. 
Now The Flying Monkey Movie House and Performance Center provides 
a unique mix of live entertainment and movies—silent, cult, seasonal 
and independent. Some of the live acts that have performed here include 
Arlo Guthrie, Judy Collins, Jefferson Starship, Joan Osborne, Clint Black, 
Eddie Money, Blue Oyster Cult, The Amazing Kreskin, Paula Poundstone, 
and Tracy Morgan. The Monkey also hosts local musicians and local 
dance companies. (The center’s name is a nod to one of Alex’s roles in 
Educational Theatre Collaborative’s 2009 production of the Wizard of Oz.)

The most recent Common Man establishment in Plymouth is Frosty 
Scoops, an ice cream stand at the entrance to The Common Man Inn on 
North Main Street. Frosty Scoops serves up Common Man-made ice 
cream and is part of the LAUNCH Youth Entrepreneurship Program, 
a community-based, 12-month Positive Youth Development program 
that seeks to empower youth by educating and engaging them in 
entrepreneurship, offering enriching alternatives to risky behavior, and 
promoting community development through the preparation and launch 
of summer businesses and work-based learning. During the school year, 
community service opportunities, job shadowing, and skill development 
workshops with local business experts help young entrepreneurs prepare 
and plan for a summer business. This summer business, Frosty Scoops, 
provides the youth an opportunity to apply the skills they have learned in 
weekly workshops led by Communities for Alcohol- and Drug-free Youth 
(CADY) staff, volunteers, and community experts. The LAUNCH is the 
sole youth employment program in the region and since 2005, CADY in 
collaboration with the Common Man Family of Restaurants, has provided 
paid summer employment to over 150 local youth. The program was 
highlighted in 2012 as an exemplary endeavor by the White House and 
Department of Labor.

(Hundreds of people enjoyed treats at Frosty Scoops on July 20, 2013 as it 
was the 20-minute stopover for our 250th Celebration train rides.)
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The “Green Bridge” shortly after its construction in 1935.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society

The Capt. Douglas A. DiCenzo Bridge—Built 2007
Photo courtesy of Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

The Roundabout—Built 2007
At the junction of Holderness Road (Rte. 175A), Main Street and High Street.

(Photo looking from High Street east.)
Photo courtesy R.M. Piper
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PLYMOUTH / HOLDERNESS
BRIDGE  AND  ROUNDABOUT – MORE  THAN  A  BRIDGE! 

A bridge can represent many things to different people. It can be an 
architectural marvel, a link from one town to another, a scenic escape or 
all of the above. Several bridges at the same location have connected the 
town of Plymouth and Holderness over several decades. 

Originally constructed in 1797, a toll bridge over the Pemigewasset River 
was a necessity for business purposes, only to be washed away in 1804. 
A second toll bridge was constructed and again washed away by the flood 
of 1813. A third bridge was authorized by the legislature on December 
16, 1824. Pont Fayette was referred to with a variety of names—Pont 
LaFayette, Pont LaFayette Bridge and The Lafayette Bridge. The name 
honored the Marquis de Lafayette because of his military and financial 
aid during the American Revolution. It was probably a covered bridge 
as was the custom during this period. Due to safety issues, the original 
Pont Fayette Bridge was replaced in 1844 with a covered bridge of a truss 
design at an expense of $3,180.82. It was used for the next ninety years 
until it was again replaced and opened to the public on May 1935 as a new 
steel bridge. Its cost was $48,943. 

In January 2003 the department of transportation met with Plymouth/
Holderness personnel suggesting the concept of a concrete bridge design 
to replace the existing green metal bridge that spanned the Pemigewasset 
River on Holderness Road. The estimated cost was 5.3 million. By October 
2003, this local bridge project was underway. With a bridge completion 
date of 2007, businesses relocated while others left. The Winnipesaukee 
Bay Gulls bagel sandwich shop, the Coldwell Banker Building on the 
Holderness side of the bridge, and the Overflow Restaurant relocated. The 
Second Hand Store closed its doors. True Colors Print & Design, hearing 
of the impending project had relocated to South Main Street in 2000. 

June 27, 2007 found both the bridge and roundabout open to traffic for the 
first time. After months of construction in downtown Plymouth, the new 
bridge over the Pemigewasset River between Holderness and Plymouth 
was opened. Within the year on May 29, 2008, the bridge was dedicated to 
Captain Douglas A. DiCenzo (age 30), who was killed near Bagdad, Iraq 
in May 2006. 
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TOWN ATHLETICS

A sports program is an important part of any community. Plymouth has 
always enjoyed the benefits of successful years of athletic competition. 
From baseball to wrestling, students have excelled at the local, state and 
national level. 

Success in sports comes as a result of a myriad of factors. Athletes hone their 
skills, dedicate their time, and respect those that mentor. Coaches impart 
both their knowledge and life lessons to the athletes. Our appreciation 
is given to a few of the coaches who taught sport skills while impacting 
Plymouth athletes in so many ways over decades: Jack Dawson, Clarence 
Pelkie, Wilber Hixon, and Michael Walsh. 

We would be remiss if we didn’t acknowledge the accomplishments of 
one person, Chuck Lenahan and his role as athletic director, football coach 
and physical education teacher since the early Seventies. As coach, he 
has twice been selected the Division I Coach of the Year by the National 
Federation of High School Coaches Association. Recently, he received the 
recognition for the most career victories (345-69-1) by a New England 
high school football coach. This included the 2012 ‘perfect season’ with 
an 11–0 win. This was the 30th time this team made it to the state finals 
while bringing home Plymouth’s 19th state title. In 2013, Mr. Lenahan 
was selected into the National Football Hall of Fame by the National 
Federation of State High School Associations. 

The town of Plymouth is proud of its continued athletic success and 
especially of all the young men and women that participated in all sports 
over the decades. 

LOOKING  TOWARD  OUR  FUTURE –
CONSERVATION  AND  CONFLICTS

PLYMOUTH  ENERGY  COMMITTEE / COMMISSION

The economic recession of 2008 led many communities to explore energy 
conservation and sustainability. The Plymouth Energy Committee, which 
operated from 2007 to 2010, had a mission to promote energy conservation 
measures for town residents, businesses, and municipal operations. 
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The reduction of harmful greenhouse gas emissions would lower the 
energy costs for taxpayers. The Committee conducted public awareness 
campaigns, promoted energy efficiency, advocating renewable energy 
initiatives, and provided technical advice.

In 2009 this Committee partnered with the Plymouth Area Renewable 
Energy Initiative (PAREI) to co-sponsor the September 2009 Plymouth 
Energy Fair at the Rotary’s Riverfront Park. Some initiatives included:

1) the installation of a solar photovoltaic array on the amphitheater 
pavilion to provide renewable electric power for the theater’s 
audio system; 

2)  completing a greenhouse gas inventory of Town buildings and 
vehicles; and 

3) facilitating a Blower Door Energy Audit of the Plymouth police 
station to identify ways to reduce heating and cooling bills and 
improve employees’ comfort.,

The Plymouth Energy Commission, replacing The Plymouth Energy 
Committee, was established by Plymouth voters at the 2010 Town 
Meeting. Highlights of the Commission’s initiatives during 2010 included

1) obtaining funding from the U.S. Department of Energy and the 
New Hampshire Office of Energy and Planning through the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Block Grant (EECBG) program.  
This funding allowed for energy audits, energy reduction projects 
and renewable energy projects in governmental buildings in 
Plymouth, including commercial solar photovoltaic (PV) power 
arrays on the Pease Public Library and the Plymouth Elementary 
School;

2) obtaining funding through the U.S. Department of Energy’s “Better 
Buildings” program to begin a voluntary, community-wide effort 
to reduce Plymouth’s overall energy costs through commercial and 
residential weatherization and energy-efficiency projects; and

3) working in conjunction with the Plymouth Area Renewable Energy 
Initiative (PAREI), to establish the Plymouth Energy Reduction 
Council (PERC). This working group of citizens, contractors, 
financial institutions, economic development agencies, realtors, 
appraisers, the Chamber of Commerce, and local business people 
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Local Businesses Jump on the Solar Band Wagon
Steve Rand proudly displays the photo voltaic panels on the top of his building.

Photo courtesy Steve Rand

PVWSD Going Green
The Plymouth Village Water & Sewer District takes advantage of their

administrative office’s southern exposure by installing a solar PV power array.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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provided community guidance to the Energy Commission in 
the development and implementation of the “Better Buildings”/
Beacon Communities projects.

In 2011, the Board of Selectmen expanded the Energy Commission from 5 
members to 7 members, due to the number of initiatives the Commission 
had undertaken. Highlights included: 

1) successfully installing solar photovoltaic (PV) power arrays on 
the Pease Public Library, the Plymouth Elementary School and, in 
conjunction with the Plymouth Village Water and Sewer District, 
on the PVWSD’s administrative office; 

2) successfully completing commercial-grade energy audits of 
municipal government buildings in Town; and 

3) undertaking a major energy “retrofit” of the PVWSD’s office 
designed to drastically reduce its net energy consumption with 
resulting savings to the District’s ratepayers. 

These efforts were undertaken as part of a major Energy Efficiency Block 
Grant awarded to the Town by the U.S. Department of Energy in 2010. 
The Energy Commission worked with the State Office of Energy & 
Planning on a separate USDOE-funded grant project, the BetterBuildings 
Program. This brought low-interest loans and additional grants and rebates 
to Plymouth property owners who wished to reduce their energy costs 
through weatherization projects. In addition, the Energy Commission, 
in conjunction with the NH Electric Co-op, completed a comprehensive 
inventory of street-lighting fixtures on the Town’s electric accounts. The 
purpose was to examine options for reducing the Town’s electric costs by 
eliminating redundant lighting and replacing existing fixtures with more 
efficient options being made available by the Co-op.

PROPOSED  NORTHERN  PASS  PROJECT

The Northeast Utilities and Hydro-Quebec electrical company has proposed 
a transmission line project, the controversial Northern Pass, costing 
approximately $1.1 billion and spanning 180 miles. This project would move 
1,200 megawatts of power out of Quebec and into southern New England. A 
total of 95,000 acres in New Hampshire, including 3,000 acres in the White 
Mountain National Forest, six scenic outlooks and a trail crossing along the 
Appalachian Trail would be affected. Approximately 1,100 towers could 
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Good Dog
Patty Buhrman, co-owner of the Lucky Dog Tavern and Grill can often be seen driving 
around town in her antique Mercedes powered by the restaurant’s waste vegetable oil.

If you find yourself behind her, you may notice a faint smell like french fries. 
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

The Ubiquitous Turbines—Built 2012
Though the wind farm is actually in Groton, the turbines dot the Plymouth horizon from 

many vantage points around town, particularly from Tenney Mountain Highway.
Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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run 180 miles from Pittsburg to Deerfield. The six crossings of Interstate 
93 and eight additional spots would showcase the 90–135 foot towers. This 
project has supporters and opponents. The visual impact has the Appalachian 
Mountain Club and many towns, including Plymouth, opposing the project 
while other towns affected by this project are in support as it may bring jobs 
and low-cost energy to certain New Hampshire towns.

GROTON  WIND  FARM

Another energy project near Plymouth brings controversy. Wind farms are 
now visible on the ridgeline behind Tenney Mountain and from I-93. A 15-
year agreement has been made with Spanish wind energy giant, Iberdrola. 
This $120 million, 48-megawatt project was completed at the end of 2012, 
although testing continues. Each of the 24 turbines is 300 feet high. This 
particular wind farm will create 5 or 6 permanent full-time jobs, as well as 
part-time contracts for local services, in addition to providing significant 
payments to local land owners, tax revenue to the State and assistance to 
the annual municipal budget of the Town of Groton. There continue to be 
vocal opponents of this project, citing concerns of noise, effects on wildlife 
and impact on views as well as property values. Some felt that the lack of 
communication did not allow members of surrounding communities to 
make informed decisions. 

CONSERVATION  AND  SUSTAINABILITY  INITIATIVES

Overall, the town and the PSU campus have made concerted strides toward 
energy conservation and sustainability initiatives in recent years. Local 
restaurants are providing food scraps to D’Acres, and owners of the Lucky 
Dog Tavern and Grill are driving vehicles that run on their used vegetable 
oil. The town became the first New Hampshire community to switch to 
LED (light emitting diode) street lights. These include the parking lots 
of Speare Memorial Hospital ER and Plymouth Regional High School. 
In addition, PSU is testing the same for their private lights. Plymouth 
BetterBuildings, in conjunction with the Plymouth Area Renewable 
Energy Initiative (PAREI) provides communities with easy access to cost-
effective energy efficiency improvements and workshops to educate home 
owners and businesses to save energy. From PAREI’s initiative of using 
solar energy to heat the hot water in the Pemi Valley Laundry to solar 
raisings by the Plymouth Area Renewable Energy Initiative, Plymouth 
residents should be complimented. 
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Continued Development Along Tenney Mountain Highway—2013
After much dispute about development encroaching on the Environmentally Sensitive 

Zone along the banks of the Baker River, what was recently a corn field is the new home 
to McDonald’s and Bank of New Hampshire. (Both businesses were already in town.)

Photo courtesy Plymouth Historical Society • Photographer Lisa Lundari

Plymouth 250th Celebration
Early signs of celebration appeared with bunting on Town Hall (replicating the adornment 

of the 150th Anniversary in 1913) and the red, white, and blue stripe running down
Main Street. Both were the vision of Town Manager, Paul Freitas.

(These grayscale images don’t do them justice—both were inspiring!)

Photo courtesy of Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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Business continues to expand on Tenney Mountain Highway. At the time 
of this writing, McDonald’s Restaurant and Bank of New Hampshire 
have moved out to Tenney Mountain Highway. A Market Basket may 
join the other two supermarkets on the highway and a relocation of the 
NH State Liquor Store, already on Tenney, are other business possibilities 
for this location.

There are now four sets of traffic lights along the roughly four mile 
stretch of road and a proposed roundabout being discussed by the Town 
at the intersection with Smith Bridge Road. 

What can the Town do to protect our future while ensuring economic 
stability?

AND  A  CELEBRATION  IT  WAS!!!!!!!!

Although planning for any major event like a 250th Anniversary, takes 
forethought, dedication of a large contingency and a love of one’s 
town, OUR town had it all. Beginning in the fall of 2012, members of 
the community and campus were asked to begin preparations for this 
event. Some of the members remembered what took place for our 200th 
Anniversary in 1963 and more recent Plymouthites were excited to learn 
of its town history. 

The inaugural event for the Semiquincentennial Celebration took place 
in January 2013 with the Educational Theatre Collaborative’s (ETC’s) 
original musical production, Marking the Moment, written by Manuel 
Marquez-Sterling and Trish Lindberg. A major undertaking comprised of 
120 actors plus crew, Professor Lindberg’s tradition of producing a play 
in less than three weeks each January did not disappoint attendees. From 
our founding fathers to modern day, each audience was captivated with the 
stories and songs that represented Plymouth’s history. This amazing start 
to our 250th excited ALL—night after night.

February 2013 offered the first of several Reminiscing Nights highlighting 
Plymouth’s past. These interactive presentations were sponsored by the 
Plymouth Historical Society and the Plymouth 250 Committee. The 
first sharing night, “The Impact of the Draper & Maynard Factory” was 
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Educational Theatre Collaborative’s original musical, Marking the Moment

Grand opening—Entire cast singing “Marking the Moment”
“‘Hallelujah Chorus’—The Sacred and Secular Society led by John Keniston”

(Members of the Pemi Choral Society et al with Alex Ellsworth, Keniston’s great-great-grandson.)
“Habemus Bibliothecam” (We have a library)—Origin of the Young Ladies Library Association 

Photos courtesy of Plymouth State University’s Educational Theatre Collaborative • Photographer John Anderson
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presented by Louise Samaha McCormack, and the attendees embraced the 
opportunity to share their stories as well as artifacts. “Skiing in Plymouth” 
was shared in March by John Allen, author and ski historian with Gardner 
Hall adding insights regarding the development of Tenney Mountain Ski 
area. (Gardner is one of the sons of Tenney co-founders Sam and Bernice 
Hall). Dick Flanders spoke on the history of the “Plymouth Fair” in April 
while in May, Ross Deachman shared his extensive collection to present 
“Remembering Plymouth Through Post Cards”. The final reminiscing 
night, “One-Room School Houses” by Rondi Gannon was presented to a 
packed house. Each presentation brought more and more Plymouth folks 
together sharing memories of times past. Events moved from one venue 
to another (Pease Public Library, The Flying Monkey Movie House and 
Performance Center, and the Plymouth Congregational Church) due to the 
larger audiences attending. These were the first of many events leading to 
our grand July celebration.

Due to the expertise and efforts of Juliet Harvey-Bolia and cameraman 
and journalist, Forrest Seavey, the Plymouth 250th celebration went viral, 
on-line and via Facebook. Both of these sites, www.plymouth250.org 
and Plymouth’s250th on Facebook, provided events, images and updates. 
The monthly Reminiscing Night presentations were televised on local 
public access Channel 20 and were made available for purchase from the 
Plymouth Historical Society on DVD.

It should be noted that Plymouth’s town charter was granted on July 
15, a week before our celebrated event. Because of several other towns 
celebrating their 250th during that week, the Plymouth 250th Committee 
agreed to move the celebration to the following week, July 17–21, 2013.

The efforts of the 250th chair, Steven Rand, co-chairs Lisa Lundari and 
Patrice Scott and the Steering Committee that met monthly beginning in 
January 2013, should be acknowledged. Steve, being a native son and 
having many years in the business community, was able to bring together 
folks who brought insight and work efforts to create an event that delighted 
all. Lisa Lundari, co-chair, deserves recognition as she brought her talents 
as a graphic designer to market the event and her concern as president of 
the Plymouth Historical Society to capture all phases of the celebration for 
posterity.
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Members of the Plymouth 250 Committee pose on the steps of Town Hall

Scott Stephens, Dawn Roach, Juliet Harvey-Bolia
Louise Samaha McCormack, Bill Bolton, Cathy Bentwood, Paul Freitas;

Lisa Lundari, Val Scarborough, Denise Castonguay, Steve Rand, Patrice Scott.

PSU invited the town to their annual Summerfest, launching the days of celebration. 

Photos courtesy of Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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The week of the 250th Celebration brought hot, humid, uncomfortable 
days and nights. Concerns of the July 17–21 celebration were a topic of 
conversation. BUT the weather cooperated. Despite the stifling day weather, 
PSU provided an incredible kick-off with their annual SUMMERFEST. 
The front of Mary Lyon was the location where thousands of PSU and 
town folks gathered for an incredible complimentary barbecue, old-
fashioned games (pie-eating contest, water balloon toss, 250th penny hunt) 
for the children and adults. A good time was had by all! AND when the sun 
went down and the temperature dropped a bit, the clock turned back and 
memories of the past were relived with ’50s and ’60s music to listen and 
dance to as a local musical favorite, Annie & the Orphans performed. (The 
group will be celebrating their 50th Anniversary in 2014. )

Friday found long-time residents, natives visiting from afar and lovers of 
history visiting the PSU Karl Drerup Art Gallery for the official opening of 
“Views of Plymouth”—an exhibit reflecting images of Plymouth by area 
artists in a variety of mediums. This was followed by an old-fashioned 
Barn Dance at the Plymouth Regional Senior Center (the former railroad 
station), featuring two fiddlers, Dudley and Jacqueline Laufman. At the 
other end of Main Street a Reunion with slide shows, yearbooks and 
Golden Oldies playing in the background was hosted by the Plymouth 
Rotary Club at The Common Man Inn.

Forecasted weather in the 90s, high humidity and 90% chance of 
thundershowers caused many a concern for Saturday, July 20 when major 
events were planned. BUT the morning opened to blue skies followed by 
high 80s, cloudy skies and a brief shower late Saturday afternoon, barely 
interrupting the festivities.

Any milestone celebration must include a parade. All Plymouth community 
groups, businesses, organizations and institutions were encouraged to 
take part, sharing their place in the history of the town. The beginning 
of the parade was announced with a “firing” of the Revolutionary War 
cannon in front of Town Hall. Classic cars, antique tractors and fire truck, 
floats, bands and marching groups delighted onlookers. The parade entries 
marched in chronological order—from oldest or most historic and ending 
with floats representing contemporary Plymouth. The parade was led by 
descendants of the Abenaki Indians, honoring the first inhabitants of this 
region. Many felt the return of alumni from the Royal Eagles Drum and 
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
“Views of Plymouth” Art Exhibit at the PSU Karl Drerup Art Gallery.

Attendees of all ages enjoyed the Barn Dance at the Plymouth Regional Senior Center. 
 Don Smialek and a fellow attendee peruse old yearbooks during

a Reunion Night, hosted by the Rotary Club at The Common Man Inn. 
Photos courtesy of Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T&B: Maundy Mitchell • M: Wes Lavin
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Drill Corp was a highlight of the parade. Emceed by the team of Tim 
Keefe and Mark ‘Cabbie’ McGlone, viewers learned about each parade 
participant as well as some fun trivia about Plymouth’s past. At the closing 
of the parade folks gathered at Town Hall where dignitaries assembled for 
the reading of the official proclamations and commendations that honored 
Plymouth’s 250 years since its charter.

Once the parade concluded, activities continued all afternoon. On Main 
Street the annual Family Fun Fair (a fundraising event for the Bridge 
House homeless shelter) entertained children and adults alike with a 
plethora of games and activities, including the famous foam field provided 
by the Plymouth Fire Department. On Green Street, folks were treated to 
concerts and a play at the Rotary Amphitheater, short train rides and ice 
cream. Up the hill, at Miss Keniston’s Field were opportunities to view 
classic cars, antique farm equipment, heirloom gardens, farm animals and 
games from times past. 

A cultural evening was hosted at the Plymouth Congregational Church on 
Saturday night and entertained many. By popular demand, a reprisal of 
a scene from the ETC production Marking the Moment was performed. 
Robb Dimmick and Doreen Murray’s emotional portrayal of Nathaniel 
Peabody Rogers and Norstar (a runaway slave) received rave reviews. 
Kathy Drexel and Kate Donahue, members of the local literary group, 
Women of Words, shared several original verses inspired by our local 
community. Concluding the evening was the premiere of a choral piece 
composed especially for the 250th by Jonathan Santore. Time Has Cast 
It All Far Back was performed by an octet—four students from Plymouth 
Regional High School and three members of the New Hampshire Master 
Chorale. Dan Perkins was a triple threat—directing, accompanying and 
providing the fourth adult voice. 

Sunday provided an opportunity to learn about Plymouth’s rich culture 
and historical legacy. Paul Minickiello was the guide for a historic walking 
tour of downtown. This was followed by self-guided tours of exhibits 
around Plymouth, which included the Karl Drerup Art Gallery, the Draper 
& Maynard Collection, the atrium at the Silver Center for Arts, the 
Plymouth Historical Museum and the Museum of the White Mountains. 
The afternoon also provided an opportunity to go back in time by visiting 
eight historic homes. These included the Tea Rose Inn on Pleasant Street, 
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
A busy Saturday started with a quiet sunrise worship on the DiCenzo Bridge.

Alex Ray and Philip Wei man the griddle at the Congregational Church Pancake Breakfast.
“Firing” of the cannon announced the start of the parade.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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the McQuesten House on Highland Street, the Doll House on Winter Street, 
the PSU President’s House on School Street, the George Foster House 
on North Main Street, and three homes on Thurlow Street—Whispering 
Pines (the Keniston home), the Coffey/Hobart House and Hill House.

Our celebration concluded on Sunday evening with a memorable Grand 
Finale. The Pemigewasset Choral Society displayed their talents at the 
Rotary Amphitheater. This was followed by a Peace Ceremony with the 
launching of Peace Prayer Lanterns on the Pemi River. Several talented 
bakers (and shoppers) provided 250th Anniversary birthday cakes for 
Plymouth that were admired—and eaten—after singing a chorus of 
“Happy Birthday.” This was followed by a brief concert performed by 
a brass quintet from the New Hampshire Music Festival. Folks enjoyed 
the fireworks from many vantage points – the riverfront, the bridge, Main 
Street, rooftops and from homes with panoramic views. 

What picture comes to mind from this celebration? Will it be our Main 
Street with the red, white and blue lines, the hoisting of the giant American 
Flag from the raised ladders of the fire trucks, the businesses beautifully 
adorned with bunting or the Colonial cannon in front of our Town Hall? 
Regardless of your choice, Plymouth—our town—celebrated in style to 
share with all why it is a great place to live, work or visit!

SUMMARY

In 2013, the town of Plymouth had a population of approximately 11, 000 
residents, considerably larger than the 1770 population of 625. It should be 
noted that the above figure includes more than 4000 undergraduates and 
2500 graduate students at various times throughout the year.  This continues 
to demonstrate that the presence of the university creates a dramatic change 
for the town come each fall. Plymouth’s summers continue to invite a 
tourist trade as both business and cultural opportunities are provided by 
both entities – town and university.

As this 250th Celebration comes to pass, we wish the citizens of Plymouth 
prosperity, harmony, and PEACE!
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Representatives of Plymouth’s first inhabitants, the Abenaki, lead the parade.

Members of the Congregational Church—a presence in Plymouth for 249 of its 250 years!
Descendants of original settler Col. David Webster proudly march.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Plymouth State University —By one name or another, a Plymouth institution since 1871.

Pease Public Library/Young Ladies Library Association float—celebrating 140 years.
Alumni from Plymouth’s Royal Eagles Drum and Drill Corp, founded in 1965.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer T&M: Abigail Batchelder • B: Heidi Gallicchio
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
A classic pink and black 1956 Ford Crown Victoria cruises down Main Street.

Amey Bailey representing Local Foods Plymouth—bringing us “Good Food. Grown Here.”
Plymouth Parks & Rec float features Fox Pond Park and some of its athletic programs.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Heidi Gallicchio
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Never one to miss a parade, Ray Burton cruises past the review stand in his 1960s

bright yellow convertible. Ray has served as Executive Councilor for District 1
(which includes Plymouth) for 34 years. He is the longest standing elected

public official in New Hampshire. Ray is also a 1962 graduate of Plymouth State.
Children found all sorts of ways to take part in the parade.

The Common was filled with families enjoying miniature golf, face painting,
musical chairs, and other Fun Fair activities.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T. Maundy Mitchell • M: Denise Bolton  • B: C.W. Strong
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Dignitaries present proclamations following the parade.

Bridge House Family Fun Fair featuring the Fire Department’s Foam Field
PSU shuttles and vintage vehicles ferried celebrants to Miss Keniston’s Field.

Above, the Plymouth Fire Department’s 1929 pumper truck is driven by George Faran,
fireman and descendant of original settler Col. David Webster.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
The Baker Valley Band, fresh off the parade, in concert at the Rotary Amphitheater.
Church of the Holy Spirit Pie Booth—One of many vendor booths on Green Street.

Short train rides took passengers from the station to Frosty Scoops for ice cream treats.
Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T&M: C.W. Strong • B: Maundy Mitchell
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Plymouth 250th Celebration—Miss Keniston’s Field
Children’s games from the past enjoyed by all.

Vintage transportation on display.
Heirloom garden planted and tended by Amey Bailey and Rejeanne Walsh displaying 
grains, herbs and flowers that may have been grown in Plymouth’s gardens of yore.
Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers: T: David Pushee • M: Maundy Mitchell • B: Abigail Batchelder
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Cultural Evening at Plymouth Congregational Church

Reprise of Marking the Moment’s Nathaniel Peabody Rogers and Norstar Scene
featuring Robb Dimick and Doreen Murray. 

Premiere of Time Has Cast It All Far Back, based on the writings of Plymouth native son, 
Nathaniel Peabody Rogers, and his wistful longing for the beauty of his hometown.

Reading of locally inspired poetry written and read by (L–R) Kathy Drexel and Kate Donahue.
Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Denise Bolton
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
The Plymouth Historical Museum in the Daniel Webster Courthouse (Built 1775).

Bill Batchelder chats with a “visitor from the past” (aka Kathy Hillier).
Betty Batchelder gives her great grandaughters a tour.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T: Lisa Lundari • M&B:  Abigail Batchelder
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Downtown Historic Walking Tour led by Paul Minickiello.

Historic House Tour—Tea Rose Inn located at 8 Pleasant Street.
Historic House Tour—Current owner Sherry Sinclair in front of one of Plymouth’s
oldest buildings, the McQuesten House (Built 1792) located at 110 Highland Street.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T&M: Maundy Mitchell • B: David Pushee
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Gigi Estes enjoys the Free Skate at PSU’s Hanaway Rink
Pemi Choral Society concert at the Rotary Amphitheater

Plymouth for Peace Prayer Candles on the Pemigewasset River

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T: Wes Lavin • M&B: Maundy Mitchell
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
250th Birthday Cake Bake

New Hampshire Music Festival Brass Quintet—Prelude to Fireworks
Fireworks Grand Finale under a nearly full moon.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographers—T&M:  Maundy Mitchell • B: Ken Ganabrant



178

FIVE  MORE  DECADES  IN  PLYMOUTH,  NH

Plymouth 250th Celebration
Town Hall with the bell once again visible and lit in patriotic red, white and blue.

OnThisSpot.org was a project by PSU’s Public History class in partnership with the 
Plymouth Historical Society. Passerby could scan the signs with their smartphones

and get historical information and photos of the location. This sign is at the Senior Center.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Banners and bunting all around town.

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Lisa Lundari
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Plymouth 250th Celebration
Co-chair Lisa Lundari and Chair Steve Rand take a brief break for a photo op.
Selectmen Bill Bolton and Mike Conklin look dapper in their period costumes.

Co-chair Patrice Scott in one of the many period costumes she created
for herself and many others (including Lisa Lundari’s vintage bathing suit above).

Alex Ray multi-tasking pre-parade—talking on his cell phone and riding his velocipede.
Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee

Photographers—T: Lucy Crowley • Denise Bolton • B: Maundy Mitchell • C.W. Strong
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Plymouth 250th Celebration—Visitors from the Past
Over 40 people dressed in period costumes in celebration of the 250th. Here are a few.
Gardner Hall (in father Sam Hall’s John Stark uniform from the U.S. Bicentennial celebration.) 

Trish Lindberg • Tink Taylor
Pat Robin • Ron Robin • Margaret Bickford
Gusti Buhrman • John Clark • Deb Reynolds 

Photos courtesy Plymouth 250 Committee • Photographer Maundy Mitchell
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 A  PARTIAL  LIST  OF 
MILESTONE  ANNIVERSARIES  IN  2013

Celebrating an even decade anniversary or over 50 years.
If you were inadvertently left off this list, please accept our sincere apologies. 

BUSINESSES

Pemigewasset Bank / Northway Bank (1881) ............... 132 Years
Melcher & Prescott / Ayer Insurance (1895) ...................118 Years
Rands Hardware  (1908) ................................................ 105 Years
Louis N. Samaha’s Store (1917) ...................................... 96 Years
Plymouth Furniture Company  (1923) ............................. 90 Years 
Noyes Insurance (1938) ................................................... 75 Years
Glove Hollow Christmas Tree Farm (1957) .................... 56 Years
RJ Crowley Moving & Storage  (1963) ........................... 50 Years 
Biedermans’ Deli & Pub  (1973) ...................................... 40 Years
The Italian Farmhouse  (1993) ......................................... 20 Years
Lucky Dog Tavern & Grill
    / Bull & Bier Haus Grill  (1993) .................................. 20 Years
True Colors Print & Design  (1993) ................................. 20 Years

CHURCHES

Congregational Church  (1764)...................................... 249 Years
Methodist Church  (1823) .............................................. 190 Years
Universalist Church  (1849) ........................................... 164 Years 
Roman Catholic Church  (1904) .................................... 109 Years
Episcopal Church  (1933) ................................................ 80 Years

ORGANIZATIONS

Plymouth Fire Department ............................................. 182 Years
Plymouth State University ............................................. 142 Years
Young Ladies Library Association ................................. 140 Years
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Speare Memorial Hospital (1899) ...................................114 Years
Rotary Club (1931) .......................................................... 82 Years
Plymouth Athletic Association (1938) ............................. 75 Years
Plymouth Area Community Closet (1951)....................... 62 Years
Lions Club (1952) ............................................................ 61 Years
Friends of the Arts (1973) ................................................ 40 Years
Pemigewasset Choral Society (1973) .............................. 40 Years
Plymouth Regional Senior Center (1993) ........................ 20 Years

LANDMARKS

Daniel Webster Courthouse (1774) ................................ 239 Years
Rose Lawn (1853) .......................................................... 160 Years
Pemigewasset National Bank /
    Wolfson Jewelers (1885) ............................................ 128 Years
Pemigewasset Hose Company / 
    Pemi Youth Center (1885 or older) .......................... 128+ Years
Town Hall (Former County Courthouse) (1889) ........... 124 Years
Rounds Hall (1891) ........................................................ 123 Years
Rollins Block (1893) ...................................................... 120 Years
Fox Block (1895) ............................................................118 Years
Bullfinch Bandstand (1903) ............................................110 Years
Railroad Station (Senior Center) (1910) ........................ 103 Years
Langdon Park (1917) ....................................................... 96 Years
D&M Park (1920) ............................................................ 93 Years
Rand Block (1922) ........................................................... 91 Years
Plymouth Theater / Flying Monkey (1932) ..................... 81 Years
Boy Scout Statue (1933) .................................................. 80 Years
U.S. Post Office (1936) .................................................... 77 Years
Guy E. Speare Elementary School (1939) ....................... 74 Years
Speare Memorial Hospital (1951) .................................... 62 Years
Northway Bank / Pemi Bank (1955) ................................ 58 Years
National Guard Armory (1957) ........................................ 56 Years
Fox Pond Park (1958) ...................................................... 55 Years
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PHOTO  RESOURCES
Abigail Batchelder

Denise Bolton
George Clark*

Bob Clay
The Common Man Inn & Spa

Mary Cooney
Ross Deachman

Lisa Donor
Jeanie Forrester
Heidi Gallicchio
Ken Ganabrant

Pam and Fred Gould
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Russ Harris
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Wes Lavin

Paul Leavitt
Lisa Lundari

Mid-State Health Center
Louise Samaha McCormack
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New Hampshire Electric Cooperative
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The Plymouth Record / The Record Enterprise
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David Pushee
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Ian Raymond
David Reed

Paul Richelson
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Ben Sargent*
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C.W. Strong
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* Deceased



186

FIVE  MORE  DECADES  IN  PLYMOUTH,  NH

CONTENT  RESOURCES
Fletcher Adams, former owner of Adams Market

and President of Pemigewasset Bank

Marcia Schmidt Blaine,
Plymouth State University Department of History

William Boynton, NH Division of Highways
Robert J. Crowley

Ross Deachman, Attorney and Plymouth historian
Richard Flanders, Plymouth Water and Sewer Department

Robert Haskell, Director of Royal Eagles Drum and Drill Corp
Katherine Hillier

Paul Phillips, member – Plymouth Energy Commission
Alice Staples and Susan Jarosz at the

Plymouth State University, Spinelli Archivists

REFERENCES
Ayer Insurance

Norton Bagley (1971) 
100 Years of Service, Plymouth State College 1871-1971

Common Man Enterprises (online document)
NH Supreme Court Reports, Vol. 1098, p.306,

Plymouth School District v. Rumney School District
Plymouth Energy Commission Report (2009, 2010, 2011)

Plymouth Furniture Company, Inc.
Plymouth Record / Record Enterprise  1963–2013

Rand’s 100th Anniversary Celebration document (2008)
Eva Speare (1988) 

Twenty Decades in Plymouth, New Hampshire 1763–1963.
Town of Plymouth Annual Reports

 



187

1963–2013

PROOFERS

1963–1972      
Mary Durgin

Fletcher Adams
Anne Dow

Mary Baldwin
 

1973–1982
William and Elizabeth Batchelder   

Nancy Deachman
Donna Ramsey-Strong

 
1983–1992

Katharine Hillier
 

1993–2002
Leonard Sawyer

Margaret Salt
 

 2003–2012
Terri Lessard
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Index

47 Main Street .............................................53, 54
150th Celebration, 1913 .......................... 23
200th Anniversary, 1963. 
 See Bicentennial, Plymouth, 1963
250th Anniversary, 2013 ........156–181

A
Abenaki ......................................................................166
Adams Market ............................................60, 76
Adams Super Market .........................15, 79
Adams, W. Carlton “Carl” ...........60, 76
Adams, Fletcher .................................................. 87
Allen, Ariane .......................................................... 35
Allen, Fred ................................................................. 41
Allen, John ..............................................................159
ALLWELL Center..........................................137
Almy, Frank ............................................................. 21
Ambulance Service, 1969 ....................... 19
American Red Cross .........................................7
Amphitheater  129. 
 See Rotary Amphitheater
Anderson’s Bakery ........................................... 27
A&P Grocery Store ......................................131
AREA,
 Authorized Regional
 Enrollment Area .............................................9
Armory Road ......................................................... 19
Armstrong, Tom ................................................ 35
Assembly of God Church, 1963 ..... 19
Avellino, Mike ....................................................... 34
Ayer Insurance Agency .....15, 43, 131
 Ayer, Charles J................................. 43, 131
 Ayer, Lillian ....................................................131
 Ayer, Percy M. .................................. 43, 131
 Ayer, Robert ..................................................131
 Ayer, James ........................................... 43, 131

Ayer, Frances Bell ...................................... 5, 48
Ayer, Charles James Jr. ...................................5

B
Bagley, Dr. Norton ....................................5, 32
Bailey, Amey ..........................................168, 172
Baker River ...............7, 11, 27, 53, 75, 99
Baker Valley Band ......................................  171
Balch, Catherine Holmes ....................139
Bandstand ......................................................................3
Batchelder, Elizabeth “Betty” ......... 87,
 88, 93, 174
Batchelder, Hilton and Glenda  ...... 19
Batchelder, Justice
 William L. “Bill” .......34, 89, 93, 174
Batchelder, Lt. Stephen H. .................... 92
Bates, Robert .......................................................... 50
Beede, Brett .............................................................. 37
Belknap Hall, 1969..............................................7
Bell, Dr. Ernest L. ..........................................139
Bell, Kenneth G. ...........................................5, 59
Bent, Marion .......................................................... 32
Bentwood, Cathy............................................160
Best Small Town ..............................................103
BetterBuildings Program ....................153
Bicentennial Parade ...................................... 23
Bicentennial, Plymouth, 1963 .......2–5
 Commission ........................................2–3, 63
 Pageant, 1963 ......................................................5
 Parade, 1963 .......................................4, 5, 22
Bicentennial
 Plymouth State, 2008 ........................137
 Post Office,1994........................................113
 U.S., 1976 ...................................................38–39
 Battle of Lexington
     Re-enactment .................................38, 39
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     Time Capsule, 1976 ...............38, 39
 U.S. Constitution, 1987 ..................... 94
Bickford, Margaret ......................................181
Biederman, Scott & Patti ......................... 77
Bird’s Eye View, 2013 ................................182
Blair, Sen. Henry W. ...................................... 89
Blake, David ............................................................ 21
Blake’s Restaurant ............................................ 43
Blake, Warren and Lillian ....................... 43
Bob Main Insurance Company ...... 45
Body Shop and Fitness Studio ......... 47
Bolton, Bill ...............................................160, 180
Boston Post Cane ....................................59, 61
Boulder Point .....................................................143
Bowie, M. Wayne .............................................. 63
Bownes, Nancy .................................................... 35
Boyd, Dr. Robert ............................................... 61
Boyd Hall, 1968 .......................................................7
Boy Scout Fountain, 1933...................116
Bridge, Capt. 
 Douglas A. DiCenzo , 2007 .......148
Bridge House .......................................................163
Bridge Street ........................................................... 94
Broadrick, Bill....................................................... 21
Brotherhood of Poland, NH .....120–121
Brown, Margaret Clifford ...................... 55
Brown, Michael R. ........................................... 55
Brown, Rick ............................................................. 45
Brown, Sue ................................................................ 37
Buckland, Lee S. ..............................................2, 3
Buhrman, Gusti ...............................................181
Burleigh, Alvin .................................................... 21
Burton, Ray ...........................................................169

C
Care of Shade Trees ....................................... 73
Carpenter, Arthur L.
 “Buddy” Jr. ......................................................2, 3
Carpenter, Calvin ............................................. 43
Carpenter Family.............................................. 43

Carter, Robert ....................................................... 43
Castonguay, Denise .....................................160
Chellis, Del ................................................................ 76
Chestnut Hill
 Mobile Home Sales ................................. 45
Chong, Lynn ............................................................ 56
Church, Jimmy ..................................................... 35
Church of the Holy Spirit ...................171
C.J. Gould Store ...............................................131
Clarke, Cathy ......................................................... 39
Clark, John P. ........................................... 87, 181
Clay, Gordon .......................................................... 43
Clay, John G. ........................................................... 43
Clay, Robert “Bob” .......................................... 43
Clay, Sam B. ............................................................. 43
Clay’s News Stand ....................... 15, 42, 43
Cloud, John ....................................................21, 53
Cloud, Lou ................................................................. 53
Coalition for
 Good Government, The .................106
Common Man Family, The ....145–148
Common Man Inn
 & Spa, The, 2002  .........121, 144, 145
Common, Town ........................................... 3, 39
Communities for Alcohol- and 

Drug-free Youth (CADY) ............147
Community Cable Access
 Channel PBTV Ch. 20 .....................159
Pemi Baker Community Access 

Media Channel .............................................. 95
Community Council .................................... 97
Community Development
 Block Grant ....................................................... 93
Community Guaranty
 Savings Bank ................................................... 79
Concerned Citizens
 of Plymouth ...................................................106
Congregational Church, 1836
 39, 65, 66, 68, 69, 87, 166
 Rebuilt, 1985 .....................................67, 163
Conklin, Mike ....................................................180
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Conservation Easement,
 Plymouth Mountain ................................. 95
Cooney, Mary ................................80–81, 123
Cooney, Mike ......................................................... 81
Corliss, George .................................................... 43
Corrow, Elizabeth .........................................120
Cost of Fire Protection .............................. 52
Country Barn Gifts ........................................ 47
County Courthouse ....................................... 39
Coursey, Chris ...................................................... 37
Courthouse, District, 1995 ....110, 111
Court Street ............................................112, 129
Covered Bridges ................................................. 99
Cowan, Betty Steinman .........................133
Cowan, Leonard ‘Red’ .............................133
Cowan, Neil................................................ 41, 133
Craig, Chris ....................................................48, 49
Crane, Dr. Henry .............................................. 17
Crane Family .......................................................... 47
Crane, June  47
Crime Rate, 1993 ...........................................104
Crowley, Robert J. “Bob” ............29, 81,
 83, 111, 129
Cummings Street .............................................. 97
Currier, Charles “Muggsy” ................... 63

D
Dairy Belle Restaurant, The  .............. 45
Daniel Webster
 Courthouse, 1774 .......68–69, 86, 89
Dawson, Jack .......................................................150
Day, Dennis .............................................................. 61
Deachman, Ross ................................126, 159
Dearborn, Robert ............................................. 53
DeHart, Attorney James .......................... 39
Desmarais, James .............................................. 41
DeWitt, Dr. ............................................................... 19
DiCenzo, Capt. Douglas A. ..............149
DiCenzo, Cathy ................................................... 47
Dimmick, Robb .................................163, 173

Dion, Glenn ..........................................................131
D&M Park .................................................................. 63
Doctors .......................................................................... 17
Doe, Justice Charles Cogswell ......... 21
Donahue, Kate .....................................163, 173
Downs, Terry .......................................................... 49
Downtown 2000 ..............................................115
 See also Main Street Plymouth, Inc.
Draper and Maynard
 Building ....................43, 47, 69, 79, 106
Draper Corporation .........................................1
Drexel, Kathy ........................................163, 173
Driscoll, Bill Sr. ................................................111
Durand Haley
 American Legion Post #66 ............ 23
Durgin Oil Company .................................. 45
Durgin, Paul ............................................................ 79
Dustin, Carol.......................................................129
Dvoracek, Vbynet ............................................ 55

E
EcoHouse, 2009 .................................136–137
Eductional Theater Collaborative
 Marking the Moment ............. 51, 157,
 158, 163, 173
Elementary School .......................................... 32
Elementary School, 1990 ............83, 85,
 151, 153
Elephants on Main St., 1964 ............... 23
Elks (BPOE), 1966 ........................................... 19
Ellsworth, Alex .................................................... 58
Emerson Street..................................................... 19
Enterprise Center
 at Plymouth, 2013 ...................139, 140
Environment ........................................................... 11
 Baker River ........................................................ 11
 Buildings
     PSU, EcoHouse ..................................136
     PSU, Ice Arena ....................................137
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     PSU, Langdon Woods
        Residence Hall ...............................137
 Conservation and
     Sustainability initiatives ..........155
 Conservation Easement ...................... 95
 Pemigewasset River ......................11, 94
 Recycling ................................................34, 119
 Wetlands District ........................................ 94
Estes, Gigi ................................................................176
Evans, Scott .............................................................. 35

F
Fairgrounds Road ....................36, 94, 115
Family Fun Fair ................................................170
Fanton, Vivian ...................................................... 48
Farrington, Aisling ......................................... 93
Fausty’s Restaurant ...............................15, 45
Fauver, Al and Bertha ................................. 95
Field House, 1969 ................................6, 7, 27
Filling Station Restaurant, The ....... 37
Fillion, Larry .......................................................... 53
Fire Department .................... 57, 163, 170
 150th Anniversary, 1981 ................... 59
 Fire Fighters, Early .................................. 58
 Firestone Tire AdEarly 57
 Pumper Truck, 1929 ............................170
 Pumper Truck, 1975 .....................58, 59
 Station, 1969 .................................................... 19
 Women in the Department .............. 59
Fires
 Congregational
     Church, 1983 .......................65–67, 66
 Filling Station, The .................................. 37
 Former Hospital, 1974 ......................... 36
 Grafton County
     Courthouse, 1978 ................................ 39
 Smith Covered
     Bridge, 1993 .............. 100, 100–101
 Tobey’s Motor Court, 1978 ........... 36
First National ...............................................23, 45

First Star Tonight ...........................................129
Fischler, Michael .............................................129
Flanders, Richard “Dick” ....................159
Floods
 1973 ............................................................................. 27
 Spring 1987 .............................................72–74
Flying Monkey
 Movie House and Performance
 Center, The, 2010 ....................................147
Foley, Dr. John C. .............................6, 32, 92
Foster’s Boiler Room .................................145
Fox Block, 1931 .........................................42, 77
Fox Pond Park ............. 21, 69, 70, 70–71
Fralick, Katie ................................................48, 49
Fralick, Hans ........................................................... 48
Freeman, Harold C. .............2, 3, 22, 23,
 60, 112
Freitas, Jeremy ...................................................126
Freitas, Paul...........................................................156
French, Janice ........................................................ 14
French, John R. ..........................................13, 71
French, Kevin ........................................................ 71
Friends of the Arts
 See Plymouth Friends
     of the Arts, 1973
Froncek, Janice ..................................................... 91
Frosty Scoops, 2008 ........146, 147, 171

G
Gadd Block ............................................................... 22
Gallinger, Janice .......................................49, 94
Gannon, Rondi .................................................159
Gardner, Wes .......................................................129
Geyer, John ............................................................... 61
Geyer’s Drug Store .......................................... 61
Gilman’s Outdoor Equipment ......... 45
Gilpatric, Edith.................................................... 63
Glove Hollow Brook ..................................... 95
Gonsalves, Richard ......................................119
Gordon, Sen. Ned ..........................................105
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Gould, Fred ...........................................................102
Grafton County
 Courthouse, 1889 ................. 19, 39, 68
Grafton County
 Economic Development
     Council (GCEDC) ..........................139
Grafton County Senior
 Citizens Council ........................... 81, 111
Grafton Hall, 1967 ...............................................7
Granite State Award  ............... 32, 60, 63
Granite State Taxpayers .........................106
Green Street .........75, 94, 129, 163, 171
Groton Wind Farm .......................154, 155
Gulf Station, Norm’s ..................................... 73
Gunn, Will ................................................................. 51
Guy E. Speare School
 Elementary School ......................................8
Gymnasium,
 John C. Foley .........................................6, 119

H
Hagerman, Don .................................................. 31
Hall, Gardner ........................................159, 181
Hall, Sam .............................................13, 57, 181
Hall, Bernice ............................................................ 57
Hall, Gardner .............................................14, 181
Penny Hall .................................................................. 14
Hanaway Ice Rink ...........................137, 176
Hancock, Rev. Bayard ................................ 94
Hannaford, Frank ............................................ 61
Harris Furniture, 1965
 15, 40, 41, 78
Harris, Russ .............................................................. 40
Harvey-Bolia, Juliet ......................159, 160
Haskell, Bob ............................................................. 23
Haskell’s Toy Shop ........................................... 15
Hatch Dairy.............................................................. 16
Hatch Shopping Plaza, 1972 ...15, 45, 

79, 113, 131
HB 565 .........................................................................105

HB 610 .........................................................................123
HB 1481 .....................................................................105
Heal’s Garage .......................................................... 79
Hendrickson, Bill.............................................. 35
Hendrickson, Sarah ....................................... 35
Heritage Trail .............................97, 116–117
Highland Avenue ....................................... 7, 97
Highland Street ........7, 23, 47, 91, 112, 

131, 138
High School .................................................................9
 PAHS, 1964 ................................................9, 10
 PAHS, 1970 ..24, 31, 32, 41, 51, 83
     Sports, 1973-1982 .........34–35, 85
     Vocational
     Education Center, 1983 .....41, 83
 PRHS, 1987 ................ 84–85, 117, 155
     Regional Technical
       Center, 1982 ........................................... 40
High Street ......................................................... 7, 15
Hillier, Katherine ......................51, 86, 174
Hill, Tish .................................................................  126
Historic District .......................................67–69
Hitchiner Manufacturing...........46, 47, 
 75, 113
Hixon, Wilber ....................................................150
Hobbs, Sparkie ..................................................... 45
Hobo Railroad .....................................111, 129
Hogan, James Joseph ..........................33, 92
Holderness Intervale .................................... 27
Holmes, Col. Samuel .................................135
Holmes Plymouth Academy ...........135
Homeless Shelter
 Pemi Bridge House, 1987 ................ 95
Hospital
 Emily Balch
   Cottage Hospital, 1899 .................139
 Emily Balch and Soldiers and 
   Sailors Memorial Hospital,     
     1920-1951 .................................................... 36
Speare Memorial, 1951 ............................ 87,
 104, 155
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   Expansion, 1986 ...................................... 83
   Expansion, 1988 ...................................... 83
House Bill 467 ...........................................................3
Hub Community ............................................104
Huntress, Leon M. ........................................2, 3
Hurme, Dr. ................................................................ 17
Hurricane Belle, 1976 ................................ 29
Hussey, Robert ....................................... 45, 131
Hyde, Dr. Harold .....................................15, 32

I
Ice Cutting .......................................................70–71
Incinerator, 1976 ............................................... 34
Interstate 93, 1964 .................................13, 14
Italian Farmhouse
 Restaurant, The 1993 ...........144, 145

J
Jennings, Chris .................................................... 35
J.J. Newberry ...................................... 61, 76, 77

K
Kanka ............................................................................... 61
Karl Drerup Gallery ...................................... 79
Keefe, Tim ...............................................................163
Kelley’s Flower Shop ..................................... 45
Kelly, Gina .................................................................. 97
Kelly, Judge Edwin .......................................115
Keniston.....................................................................163
 Band ..................................................................23, 60
 Keniston, Asa .................................................. 37
 Keniston-Freeman
   Concert Series ............................................. 60
 Keniston, John .................................51, 158
 Keniston, Miriam E. ............................... 62
 Keniston, Rachel ....... 67, 69–71, 70, 
     88–89
Kent, Carolyn ........................................................ 93

Keyworth Graphics ........................................ 47
Kidder Block ..........................................112, 131
King, Gov. John W. ......................................2, 3
Kinney, Charles ................................................... 33
Kirk, Dr. ........................................................................ 17
Kolva, Barbara ............................................48, 49
Kozusko, Jerry ...................................................... 21

L
LaFontaine, Fred ............................................... 19
LaFontaine, Jill P. .............................................. 39
Lakes Region United Way...................112
Lamson Library .................................5–6, 106
Landry’ Sears Catalog Store ............... 15
Langdon Park .......................................7, 11, 61
Langdon Street  ..........7, 15, 16, 97, 131
Langdon Woods
 Residence Hall, 2006 ............136–137
LAUNCH Youth
 Entrepreneurship Program .......147
LeBlanc, Norm ..................................................... 35
Lenahan, Charles
 “Chuck” ................................34, 37, 85, 150
Libby, Police Chief
 Wilfred Daniel ...........................................104
Lindberg, Trish ...................................157, 181
Lions Club.................................................................. 19
Little Steppers
 Drum & Bugle Corps .................22, 23
Livermore Falls .......................9, 11, 12, 55,
 55–56, 141
 Hydro plant ........................................................ 56
 Pulp Paper Mill ............................................. 55
 Pumpkin Seed Bridge ........................... 54
 Safety ......................................................................... 55
Loizeaux, Marie Suzanne ......... 2, 3, 63
 home, 1845 ......................................................... 80
Lowe, Giles ................................................................ 21
Lucky Dog Tavern and Grill ............155
Lundari, Lisa ............................159, 160, 180
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Lurie, David ..........................................................133
Lurie, James ..........................................................133
Lurie, Ruth Steinman ...............................133
Lurie, Samuel ......................................................133

M
Magoon, Guy  23
Main Street ...................................5, 22, 37, 39,
 40, 41, 41–45, 53, 54, 61, 65, 75, 

76, 129, 131
Main Street
 Plymouth, Inc.......114–115, 126-27
Maple Street .................................................................7
Marking, President Kasper .................. 52
Marquez-Sterling, Manuel .................... 57
Married Students
 Apartments, 1968 ..........................................7
Master Plan.....................................................94, 95
Mayhew, Jim ........................................................... 34
McCarthy, Dick ................................................... 35
McCool, Gary ........................................................ 56
McCormack,
 Louise Samaha .............................159, 160
McCormack Motors ...................................... 47
McDonnell, Leslie ............................................ 51
McGlone, Mark ‘Cabbie’ .......................163
McIver, Neil .............................................................. 53
McQuesten House, 1792.......................175
Medical Park, 1968 ......................................... 17
Melcher and
 Prescott Insurance ..................... 45, 131
Mellett, Linda R. .............................................113
Memorial Hall ..........................................................8
Memorial School, 1950 ...................7, 8, 9
Mergatroy, Bernie ............................................ 76
Merrill, Bart ...................................................35, 37
Messinger, Sue ...................................................126
Methodist Church ............................. 21, 138
Mid-State Health Center ........142, 143
Minickiello Family .......................................... 45

Minickiello, Paul ................................. 63, 175
Model School .............................................................8
Model UN ................................................................... 33
Morse, Lonny ......................................................... 23
Morton, Margaret ............................................ 21
Morton, Susan ...................................................... 48
Moser, Sandi ............................................................ 47
Mothers March of Dimes ....................... 17
Mount Prospect Academy ..................... 36
Mrs. Walker’s Dress Shop ............22, 23
Municipal Services...........104–105, 123
Murders
 Janice Froncek ............................................... 91
 Theresa Reed .........................................91–92
Murphy, Terry and Natalie ................... 57
Murphy, Walter ................................................... 89
Murray, Doreen..................................163, 173
Museum of the White
 Mountains, 2013 ..........138–139, 163
Muster, Firemen’s ................................ 4, 5, 59

N
Naro, Deb .................................................................... 23
National ........................................................................ 21
National Guard Armory .......................... 29
National Historic Registry .................... 21
New England Telephone .......................... 45
New Hampshire
 Electric Cooperative, 1971 .......... 45,
    46, 56, 153
New Hampshire
 Music Festival................................165, 177
New Hampshire
 Special Olympics ........................................ 23
Newton, Suzanne .............................................. 95
Nielsen, David ...................................................... 91
Nielsen, Niels ...............................................90–91
Northern Pass Project ...............153–154
Northrop, Chris .................................................. 95
Northway Bank.................................................... 77
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Norwood, Dr. Earl .................................50, 51
Norwood, Vivian............................................... 51
Noseworthy, Jackie.......................................... 47
Noyes Insurance  .......................... 15, 40, 76

O
O.A. Miller ......................................................31, 47
O’Brien, William E. ....................................... 62
O’Connor, Merelise ................71, 75, 105
Oil Embargo, 1973 .......................................... 31
Olcott, Liz .........................................................48, 49
Oldest Gravesite, 1773 ............................... 53
Oldest surviving building
 on Main Street, pre-1863 .......53, 54
Oliver Drug ...........................................................143
Oliver, Ralph ........................................................143
Olmstead, Dr. Shirley .................................. 61
One Hundred Years of Service .... 5, 32
On Golden Pond ................................................. 57
OnThisSpot.org ................................................178
Operation Santa Claus ............................... 17
O. Rundle Gilbert
 Patent Museum ..................................36, 39

P
Paquette, Robert ................................................ 93
Parents’ Conference ...................................... 97
Parking  ......................................................................... 94
Parks & Recreation .........................................48
 Commission ...........................................21, 71
 Director ................................................................... 71
 First Director, 1965 .................................. 21
 Second Director, 1967 .......................... 21
 Third Director, 1968 ............................... 21
Party Permit  107
Passings
 1973–1982 ................................................59–63
 1983–1992 .......................................................... 92
Payment in lieu of taxes ........................111

Pease, Bessie Fox................................................ 59
Pease, Capt. Harl Jr. ..................87, 89–91
Pease, Charlotte .................................................. 87
Pease Homestead ...........................................116
Pease Public Library .........................86–87,
 151, 167
     Expansion, 2011 .......86, 129–130
PE Center ..............................6, 21, 23, 73, 85
Pelkie, Clarence ...............................................150
Pemi-Baker Community Health. 

See Pemi-Baker Home Health
Pemi-Baker Home Health ..................... 17
Pemi-Baker Home Health
 and Hospice (PBHHH)...................143
Pemi-Baker
 School District Bonds ......................117
Pemi Choral
 See Pemigewasset
    Choral Society, The, 1973
Pemigewasset
 Choral Society, The, 1973 ...50, 51,  
         158, 165, 176
Pemigewasset Fish
 and Game Club ................................................5
Pemigewasset Hall, 1965 .............................5
Pemigewasset House
 Hotel, 2nd, 1863 .......................................... 53
Pemigewasset
 National Bank, 1885 ........62, 68, 69, 
     87, 111
 ATMs ......................................................................... 79
Pemigewasset River ....................9, 11, 13,
 27, 73, 99
Pemi Valley Laundry .................................155
Pettengill, C. Edward ................................2, 3
Pettengill, Milton .............................................. 76
Plaza Village Condominiums........... 79
Pleasant Street Extension ...........................7
Plymouth Animal Hospital .......41, 45
Plymouth Appreciation Day ...........121
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Plymouth Area Renewable Energy 
Initiative (PAREI) ....................151, 155

Plymouth Book Exchange ..................... 76
Plymouth  Energy 
 Committee, 2007–2010 ....150–151
Plymouth Energy
 Commission, 2010 ..................151, 153
Plymouth Fair ....................................................159
Plymouth Fair, 1850–1997.................113
Plymouth Friends
 of the Arts, 1973 ...............................48, 49
Plymouth Furniture
 Company, Inc., 1923 ..................15, 41, 
     132–133
Plymouth Guaranty
 Savings Bank .........................................60, 62
Plymouth Historical
 Museum, 1991 ................................88, 163.
 See also
 Daniel Webster Courthouse, 1774
Plymouth
 Historical Society, 1973 .........39, 53,
     67, 69, 89, 97, 157
Plymouth Huskies,
 Nat’l Champs 1997 .................118–119
Plymouth Inn, 1926 .............................42, 43
Plymouth Manufacturing
 Company ..................................49, 120–121
Plymouth Mountain ..................................... 95
Plymouth Normal
 School, 1871–1939 ................................135
Plymouth Orthopedics & Sports 

Medicine Clinic ........................................143
Plymouth Record, The........................62, 63
Plymouth Regional Chamber of 

Commerce .......................................................139
Plymouth Regional
 Senior Center,  1993...................81–82,
     108, 109, 129
Plymouth Shank Mill .................................. 49
Plymouth State

 College, 1963–2003 ..............5, 21, 31,
     32, 49, 51, 97, 122, 135
 Enrollment ..............................................................7
     1871 (PNS) ..............................................135
     1939 (PTC) ..............................................135
     1951–1977 (PTC/PSC) ................ 32
     1963-64 (PSC) ............................................7
     1973–74 (PSC) ...........................................7
     1983 (PSC) ...............................................104
 Granite State Award ................... per  52
 Model UN ............................................................ 33
 Partnerships with
     Plymouth Schools............................... 93
Silver Cultural
 Arts Center, 1992 .............................78, 79
Town/Gown Issues .......................................... 52
Plymouth State University, 2003  

122, 134–139, 167
Plymouth Taxpayers
 Awareness Group ...................................106
Plymouth Teachers
 College, 1939–1963 .......................5, 135
Plymouth Theater .........................................145
Plymouth Village
 Water and Sewer District .. 75, 153
Sewage Treatment Plant, 1972 ......... 11
Poisson, Jennifer ................................................ 37
Police Department ................................18, 75
Chief Cloud ............................................................... 21
Chief Welch .............................................................. 21
Dog, 1964 .................................................................... 21
First Cruiser, 1964 ..................................20, 21
Station, 1990 ............................................................ 74
Pont Fayette Bridge .......................... 99, 149
Post Office,
 Est. 1794, Built 1936 ................ 68, 113
Workers ................................................. 60, 63, 112
Potter, Francis Calvin  ................................ 34
Potter, Mildred ..................................................... 62
Potter Trophy ......................................................... 34
Practical Automation, Inc. ................... 47
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Preston, Ruth ......................................................126
Prospect Hall, 1968 ............................................7
Public Library ......................................... 86, 129
 Pease Public Library, 1991...86–87
Pumpkin Seed Bridge ................................. 54

Q
Quint, Harlen ........................................................ 76

R
Railroad Station .........................80–81, 108
Rainbow Falls ........................................................ 96
Rand, Albert M.  .............................................131
Rand, Julie .......................................................67, 87
Rand, Robert “Bob”  130–131
Rand, R. Steven ..................131, 152, 159,
 60, 180
Rand’s Hardware ...................15, 130–131
Rand, Watson .....................................................130
Ray, Alex........................................145, 164, 180
Ray, Brian ................................................................126
Ray, George .............................................................. 71
Raymond, Police Chief Anthony  

106, 106–107, 121
Ray, Stephen ............................................................ 39
Recoes, Gail .............................................................. 23
Record  Enterprise, The ...........................115
Recycling .............................................4, 118–119
Red Sox Riot, 2003 .......................................122
Reed, Theresa ......................................................... 91
Reminiscing Nights ....................................157
Reservoir Road ........................................................7
Reynolds, Deb ....................................................181
Richards, Martha ...........................................126
Richelson Family ............................................... 43
 Richelson, Louis .......................................... 43
 Richelson, Irwin........................................... 43
 Richelson, Evelyn ........................................ 43
 Richelson, Julius ......................................... 43

 Richelson, Florence .................................. 43
 Richelson, Julius ......................................... 43
 Richelson’s ................................................42, 43
Ski Shop ........................................................................ 43
Riehs, Marion ........................................................ 37
Riots ....................................................... 52, 107, 122
Riverside Park ....................................................129
Roach, Dawn .......................................................160
Robert Frost Cottage.................................116
Roberts, Aria Cutting ................................. 62
Robin, Pat ................................................................181
Robin, Ron .............................................................181
Rochester Shoe
 Tree Company .....................................47, 79
Rogers, Nathaniel Peabody ...............163
Rogers, Nathaniel Peabody
 Homestead  .......................................116, 173
Rollins Building, 1893 ................................ 77
Rotary Amphitheater ...................51, 151,
 163, 165, 171
Rotary Club ...19, 33, 61, 62, 129, 161
Roundabout, 2007 ..........................148, 149
Rounds Hall, Built 1890 .....5, 69, 116, 

135
Royal Eagles Drum and Drill 

Corps, 1965–1986 .........................23, 24,
    161, 167
RSA 40:13, aka SB2 .....................................106
RSA 286:1 ................................................................107
Russell Street ............................................ 87, 122
Russell Street Riot .........................................107

S
Sacred and Secular
 Choral Society ..................................51, 158
Samaha’s Store ............................................15, 27
Samaha Family..................................................133
 Samaha, Ameen ‘Bundy’ ...............133
 Samaha, Louis Norman..................133
 Samaha, Sarah.........................................133
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 Children: Norman, Narze, 
Narceep, Harleen, Ameen, Lila, 
Evelyn, Laura, and Amelia ........133

 Samaha, Norman Louis..................133
 Samaha, Louis Norman ...................133
Sampson, Sue  ....................................................... 37
Samyn and D’Elia ..........................................129
Sanborn, John ....................................................... 37
Santore, Jonathan ..........................................163
Savage Welcome Center
 and Ice Arena, 2010 ...............137, 138
Scarborough, Val ............................................160
Schofield property ............................. 36, 141
School District .............................................. 7, 31
School Street ........................................................... 52
Scott, Patrice ............................159, 160, 180
Seabrook Nuclear
 Power Plant ....................................................... 56
Seafood Center .................................................... 45
Seavey,Forrest .....................................................159
Sedgerly, Edwina .............................................. 43
Sencabaugh, Terri ............................................ 39
Sewage Treatment Plant .......................... 12
Sewage Treatment Plant, 1972 ........ 94
Shanahan, Edmund ....................................112
Shanker, Dr. Benjamin H. ...........17, 62
Sharps, Leigh .......................................................126
Sherburn, Harold ...........................................112
Sherman, Dick and Ruth ........................ 91
Sibley, Ron ..............................................................114
Silver Center for Arts ...............................163
Silver Cultural Arts Center, 1992  

78–79, 79, 116
Silver, Ernest L. .................................................135
Silver Hall ..................................................... 79, 134
Sinclair, Sherry ..................................................175
Sleeper, Fire Chief Louis ......................... 65
Smialek, Don .......................................................162
Smith Covered
 Bridge, 1825 ...............95, 99–103, 100
Smith Hall, 1968 ....................................................7

Smith, Jacob ............................................................. 99
Smith
 Millennium Bridge, 2001 ...........100,  

   102, 103, 121
Smith, Peggy ........................................................114
Smith, Stephen W...................................15, 92
Snow
 1975 ............................................................................. 27
 1976 ............................................................................. 27
 1977 ............................................................................. 29
 1981 ............................................................................. 29
Snow, Widow Bridget .................................. 53
Sound Advice Hearing ............................143
Speare Elementary School,
 Guy E., 1939 ....................................7, 8, 134
Speare, Eva Augusta Clough .........2, 3,
 5, 9, 90, 90–91, 99
Speare Hospital, 1951..........19, 36, 143
 Expansion, 1971 .......................................... 19
Speare Memorial
 at Boulder Point, 2009 .......142–143
Speare School .............................................................9
Spencer Farm ......................................................... 53
Sprague Electric
 Company, 1960–1975 ................46, 47
Starr King Elm ..................................................... 62
Steenbeke’s Lumber ....................................131
Steen, Dr. Sara Jayne .................................137
Steinman Family .................................. 41, 133
Steinman, Solomon ....................................133
Stephens, Scott ..................................................160
Steuben Grill ........................................................... 42
SUMMERFEST...................................160, 161
Summer Street ...................................................... 97
Sunset Park ...................................................................7
Swift, Dr. Robert ......................................50, 51
Swift, Mrs. Margot ................................50, 51
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T
Taxes ...............................................................................104
Taylor, Mary ............................................................ 49
Taylor, Tink ...........................................................181
TBC Machinery .................................................. 45
Teachers’ Clam and Dairy Bar ......... 15
Tea Rose Inn .........................................................175
Telephone,
 Switched to Dial, 1964 ..............15, 16
Tenney Mountain, 1960 ...............13, 14,
 29, 57, 79, 159
Tenney Mountain
 Highway, 1964 ..............13, 15, 40, 45, 

47, 53, 75, 78, 79, 80, 94, 131, 143, 
156, 157

Tenney Mountain
 Internal Medicine ..................................143
Thun, Candy............................................................ 48
Thurlow Street ............................................... 7, 62
Time Capsule
 U.S. Bicentennial, 1976 ...........38–39
Tobey, Fred C. Jr. ............................................2, 3
Tobey’s Motor Court ..........................36, 39
Topham, Patricia ............................................... 87
Town/Gown Issues ...........................52, 104,
 104–107
 Alcohol ......................................................52, 106
 Assaultive behavior ..............................106
 Cost of Fire Protection ........................ 52
 Municipal Services ... 104, 106, 123
 Neighborhood Unrest .........................109
 Noise .......................................................................... 52
 Party Permit....................................................107
 Red Sox Riot, 2003 ...............................122
 Riot .................................................................52, 107
 Rowdiness ........................................................... 52
 Taxes .......................................................................... 53
 Town Gown Summits ........................... 93
 Trash separation ........................................... 52
Town Hall, 1972.....19, 39, 69, 75, 110
 Renovation................................................74–75

Town Seal .................................................................... 21
Tree City, U.S.A ................................................... 73
Trumbull’s ...............................................................131
Tufts Block ................................................................. 77
Turmelle’s Village Shop ............................ 15
Twenty Decades in
 Plymouth, New Hampshire ................9

U
“Uncle Ralph” Davis ..................................... 35
Underground Railroad...........................116
Underwood, Tom ............................................. 37
United States Post Office ......................... 68
University Way ..................................................... 96
U.S. Bicentennial
 Celebration ..............................................38, 39

V
Vachon, Laurie ..................................................126
Village Square, The ......................................... 47
Vocational Ed Building, 1959  ..9–10
Vocational Education
 Center, 1983 ...........................................41, 83
Volpe, Angelo ........................................................ 53
Volpe, H. Thomas .............................. 45, 131
Volpe’s  ....................................................... 15, 23, 27

W
Wakefield, Robert C. .................................... 62
WalMart SuperCenter, 2002 .....119, 121
Walsh, Michael ..................................................150
Walsh, Rejeanne ..............................................172
Walter Newton Natural Area ...95–96
Walter, Ruth and Henry ........................... 95
Warden, Christie ............................................... 21
Ward Hill .............................................................. 7, 11
Webster Descendants,
 Col. David ..........................................166, 170
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Weeks Street ............................................................ 21
Wei, Philip ..............................................................164
Welch, Raymond ............................................... 21
Weld, Rev. Edic A. ........................................... 60
West Plymouth ..................47, 53, 79, 127
Wetlands District .............................................. 94
Wharton, Dr. Donald P. ........106, 122, 

137
Whiston, Diane ................................................... 48
White Mountain
 Chrysler-Plymouth-Dodge .......... 47
White Mountain
 Eye Care & Optical ...............................143
White, Roi .................................................................. 32
Whitesell, Dr. ......................................................... 17
Whole Village Family
 Resource Center, 1996 .......112–114
Wilkinson, Bill .........................................................1
Wixson, Dr. Ed..................................................... 85
Women
 Fire Department ........................................... 59
 First Post Mistress, 1993................113
 First selectperson, 1985 ....................  93
 First State Senator ..................................... 63
 WPNH Radio, 1965 ............................... 15

Y
Young, Ellen ............................................................ 97
Young Ladies Library Association  

39, 87, 89, 129, 158, 167
Young, Police Chief Donald .....52, 65

Z
Zak, Dr. Vlastimi .............................................. 55
Zak, Lenka ................................................................. 55
Zoulias, George ................................................... 32
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